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Marine Corps veterans Jorge Azpeita, left, and 
Steven Haas are driven by a Vietnamese national on 
Sunday through Danang, where both served during 
the Vietnam War. 

Corey DicKSTEiN/Stars and Stripes 


RETURNING 
TO VIETNA 

US vets make journey back 
50 years after departing one 
of America’s bloodiest wars 


By Corey Dickstein 


Stars and Stripes 

M ost had never met before, but they all 
shared a bond few can understand. 

Fifteen men gathered at an airport in 
Los Angeles on Friday morning, shook 
hands, chatted and then boarded a plane bound for 
the one place each had once desperately wanted to es- 

_ cape from forev- 

Day 2: Few signs of U.S. war 
efforts remain in Vietnam 
stripes.com/go/vietnam68 


er — Vietnam. 

Veterans of 
one of America’s 
bloodiest wars, 
these men were 
returning to the battlefields they left in uniform de¬ 
cades ago. Some were searching for closure; others 
had more complex reasons to go back. No one was 
sure what to expect. 


Navy’s electromagnetic aircraft launch system faces reliability issues 


By Samantha Masunaga 
Los Angeles Times 

For more than 60 years, the 
U.S. Navy has relied on steam 
power to catapult planes off the 
decks of aircraft carriers, leav¬ 
ing behind a trail of steam rising 
from the track. 

A new generation of carriers 
will rely on something far more 
technologically complex: an elec¬ 
tromagnetic system that could 
launch more aircraft off the deck 
and at a faster rate than tradition¬ 
al steam methods. 

But development of this tech¬ 
nology, built by San Diego de¬ 
fense firm General Atomics, has 


not been without growing pains. 
And the system’s readiness, and 
that of other new systems on the 
USS Gerald R. Ford, the first of a 
new class of carriers, is at the cen¬ 
ter of a debate between the Navy 
and Senate leaders. The Ford 
was commissioned last summer 
and entered active service, but it 
must undergo additional testing 
before being able to deploy for 
operations. 

“It’s certainly true that anytime 
you’re introducing something 
new you’re going to have issues,” 
said Andrew Hunter, director of 
the defense-industrial initiatives 
group at the Center for Strategic 


and International Studies. “There 
will probably continue to be kinks 
to work out.” 

But, he said, it’s too late to go 
back to steam catapult systems, 
at least for the next two carriers 
in this class. (President Donald 
Trump advocated a return to 
steam in an interview with Time 
SEE NAVY ON PAGE 4 


A sailor signals to an F/A-18F 
Super Hornet during flight 
operations aboard the USS 
Gerald R. Ford on Jan. 15. 

Cat CAMPBELL/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 
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Vietnam veterans return to 
Danang, get warm welcome 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

DANANG, Vietnam — In a 
convoy of rusty, olive-drab Jeeps 
bearing U.S. military insignia, 15 
American veterans who some 50 
years earlier served in or around 
this coastal Vietnamese city 
cruised through its streets Sun¬ 
day, attracting waves and cheers 
from locals. 

For most of the group of 14 
Marines and one Navy hospital 
corpsman who served in central 
Vietnam before or during the Tet 
Offensive in 1968, Sunday marked 
their first time back on Vietnam¬ 
ese soil since leaving decades ago 
in uniform, when they departed 
one of America’s bloodiest wars. 
Stars and Stripes is traveling with 
the group, brought back to Viet¬ 
nam by the nonprofit The Great¬ 
est Generations Foundation. 


“I’m telling you that’s going to 
be one of my prime memories of 
this trip,” said Steven Berntson, 
who served in 1967 and 1968 as a 
Marine Corps combat correspon¬ 
dent in Danang and other parts 
of what is today central Vietnam. 
“What beautiful people — that 
little group of people standing 
alongside the road and waving as 
we went by, all smiling and wav¬ 
ing and happy. How amazing to 
see that.” 

Fifty years after Berntson left, 
Danang looks strikingly different, 
he said from just off Red Beach, 
the site outside the city where 
the first American Marines ar¬ 
rived in March 1965. Decades 
after the war, when Danang was 
home to multiple American mili¬ 
tary bases including an air base, 
a Marine helicopter post, a rest- 
and-relaxation site and Marine 


surface-to-air missile batteries, 
Danang has grown into a modern 
city of more than 1.3 million peo¬ 
ple, boasting high-rise buildings 
and bustling, paved streets filled 
with locals on motorbikes. 

Still, some of his “old stomping 
grounds” remain apparent, said 
Berntson, who was medically 
evacuated from Vietnam as a ser¬ 
geant and received a Bronze Star 
with “V” device for valor and two 
Purple Hearts. 

On Sunday, the veterans were 
wearing Marine Corps ball caps 
or T-shirts, which attracted ques¬ 
tions from some of the Vietnam¬ 
ese people. 

“I’m just amazed at how friend¬ 
ly they are,” said Jorge Azpeitia, 
a retired Marine who served in 
Danang in 1968, 1969 and 1970. 
“It’s been 50 years ... but, I think 
they were happy we were here.” 

Azpeitia, who retired from the 
Marine Corps Reserve as a mas¬ 
ter gunnery sergeant in 1998, said 
he was struck by emotion Sunday 
as he spotted locations around 
Danang that he remembered. But 
he was even more stunned by the 
welcome the vets received, espe¬ 
cially as they cruised in the old 
Jeeps. 

“What I see from the Vietnam¬ 
ese people today — it’s what we 
didn’t get when we came back 
home, with people calling us kill¬ 
ers and all that,” he said. “To see 
people here greeting us in such a 
way — it brings me a sense of... 
closure.” 

dickstein.corey(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 



From left, Vietnam War Marine Corps veterans Steven Berntson, Ed 
Niederberger and Joe Getherall share war stories Sunday near Red 
Beach outside Danang. 



Photos by Corey DicKSTEiN/Stars and Stripes 


Above: American veterans of the Vietnam War gather for a photo 
Sunday atop Monkey Mountain outside Danang, Vietnam. Ilie 
group of 15 veterans is touring central Vietnam with The Greatest 
Generations Foundation. 

Below: Vietnam War Marine veterans Jim Hackett, left, and Steven 
Berntson chat Sunday in Danang about what it means to return to 
the country where they served. 
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Trump eyes parade with 'a lot of plane flyovers' 


By John Wagner 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump on Saturday night said he is hopeful 
that a military parade “with a lot of plane 
flyovers” can be staged in Washington on 
Veterans Day but acknowledged that the 
expense could be a concern. 

“We’ll see if we can do it at a reasonable 
cost, and if we can’t, we won’t do it, but the 
generals would love to do it, I can tell you, 
and so would I,” Trump said during a call 
into a Fox News television show. “I think 


it’s great for our country.” 

The parade Trump envisions would 
cost between $10 million and $30 million, 
White House budget director Mick Mul- 
vaney said earlier this month. 

Trump has directed the Pentagon to 
plan a parade for later this year to show¬ 
case U.S. military might. The inspiration 
was France’s Bastille Day celebration last 
year, which Trump attended in Paris with 
French President Emmanuel Macron and 
found very impressive. 

“I was at the Bastille Day parade in 
France with the president of France, very 


good guy, and it was quite something and, 
frankly, I think it’s great for spirit,” Trump 
told host Jeanine Pirro during Saturday 
night’s broadcast of “Justice with Judge 
Jeanine.” 

Democrats and even some Republi¬ 
cans have questioned the need for such an 
event, suggesting it could have authoritar¬ 
ian overtones depending on how it’s con¬ 
ducted. Many in the military also have 
questioned whether a parade would be a 
waste of money. 

Trump insisted Saturday that “the mili¬ 
tary loves it, they love the idea.” 


Asked about a date for a U.S. parade. 
Trump said he likes the idea of Indepen¬ 
dence Day “because July Fourth in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., would be beautiful.” But he 
said the Veterans Day holiday in Novem¬ 
ber is more possible. 

Trump suggested the military parade 
would follow the traditional route of inau¬ 
gural parades. 

“It would be up and down Pennsylva¬ 
nia Avenue,” he said, adding that in addi¬ 
tion to the display of military might on the 
ground, there would also be “a lot of plane 
flyovers.” 


US fighters soar for 
small-scale drill as 
Winter Games close 


By Marcus Fichtl 

Stars and Stripes 

OSAN AIR BASE, South Korea 

— U.S. combat jets screamed over 
the home of the 51st Fighter Wing 
a day after the Winter Olympics 
wrapped up in Pyeongchang. 

American and South Korean 
forces have postponed two mas¬ 
sive peninsulawide exercises 

— Foal Eagle and Key Resolve — 
until the Paralympic Games, also 
in Pyeongchang, end March 18. 

But smaller drills continue, 
such as Beverly Herd, a five-day, 
wing-level exercise that kicked off 
at Osan on Monday, U.S. Forces 
Korea spokeswoman Elise Van 
Pool said in an email. 

“Based on the size of some of 
the semiannual, annual and bi¬ 
ennial exercises we conduct [in 
South Korea], many of which are 
combined and joint with multiple 
nations participating, I would not 
characterize a wing-level exercise 
as m^or,” she said. 

Beverly Herd usually sees 
Osan-based airmen in chemical 


protective gear respond to simu¬ 
lated missile attacks, and A-10 
and F-16 aircraft fly hundreds of 
sorties, 51st Fighter Wing spokes¬ 
woman Capt. Carrie Volpe said in 
an email. 

North Korea claims that the 
Foal Eagle and Key Resolve drills 
are rehearsals for an invasion, 
while U.S. and South Korean mili¬ 
tary officials insist they’re purely 
defensive. 

The delays in the large-scale 
war games are part of an easing 
of tensions on the peninsula that 
saw athletes from the two Koreas 
march together under a Korean 
unification flag at the Olympic 
opening ceremony. 

Post-Olympics messages have 
been mixed. 

Last week, the U.S. slapped 
sanctions on companies accused 
of shipping banned products to the 
North. Pyongyang has called any 
blockade “an act of war” but on 
Sunday expressed interest in talks 
with the U.S. 


fichtl.marcus@stripes.com 
Twitter: @marcusfichtl 



Elvis UMANZOR/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 

U.S. Army paratroopers assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters Battalion, 82nd Airborne Division, 
board an Air Force C-17 Globemaster III on Feb. 10 at Pope Field, N.C., after loading their vehicles and 
systems as part of Operation Falcon Storm. 


DOD to update 3-month policy to 
ensure paratroopers keep jump pay 


Sailor who died after helo 
mishap was flight surgeon 


The (Anaheim, Calif.) 

Orange County Register 

CAMP PENDLETON — Mili¬ 
tary officials on Sunday, Feb. 25 
identified Navy Lt. James A. Maz- 
zuchelli as the sailor who died fol¬ 
lowing injuries he sustained in a 
helicopter accident last week. 

Mazzuchelli, 32, died early Sat¬ 
urday at Scripps La Jolla Medical 
Facility after he was struck by 
a spinning UH-IY Venom rotor 
blade, said Capt. Morgan Frazer. 
The incident occurred at 6:10 p.m. 
Wednesday at Marine Corps Air 
Station Camp Pendleton, Calif 

Mazzuchelli was a flight sur¬ 
geon assigned to Marine Light 
Attack Helicopter Squadron 267, 
Marine Aircraft Group 39, sta¬ 
tioned at MCAS Camp Pendleton. 

“My heart goes out to our sail¬ 
or’s family as we support them 


through this difficult time,” said 
Mqj. Gen. Mark Wise, command¬ 
ing general of 3rd MAW. 

Mazzuchelli, of Orange Park, 
Fla., was commissioned in the 
Navy in June 2010. He previous¬ 
ly deployed with HMLA-267 to 
Japan in 2016 as part of the Unit 
Deployment Program. 

“Lt. James Mazzuchelli was an 
incredibly talented physician and 
sailor,” said Col. Matthew Mow- 
ery, commanding officer of MAG- 
39. “His contagious enthusiasm, 
motivation, and love for the Ma¬ 
rines and sailors of HMLA-267 
and MAG-39 has been evident in 
the outpouring of grief at his loss 
and the support being shown to 
his family and close friends.” 

Details on how the accident 
happened have not been released. 
An investigation is ongoing. 


By Amanda Dolasinski 

The Fayetteville (N.C.) Observer 

Paratroopers who miss a jump 
within the required three-month 
time frame because aircraft 
aren’t available or other unfore¬ 
seen circumstances can make 
it up and still receive parachute 
hazardous duty pay, according to 
a revamped Department of De¬ 
fense instruction. 

The change will allow para¬ 
troopers to keep their pay when 
circumstances out of their control 
prevent them from performing 
jumps. Paratroopers are required 
to jump once every three months 
as a standard for remaining pro¬ 
ficient in airborne operations. 

The change was recommended 
by M^. Gen. Erik Kurilla, com¬ 
mander of the 82nd Airborne 
Division, and was approved last 
month by the undersecretary 
of defense for personnel and 
readiness. 

Airborne leaders also are dis¬ 
cussing a possible increase in 
compensation for jumpmasters, 
who inspect paratroopers’ equip¬ 


ment and lead aircraft actions 
during airborne operations. 

Command Sgt. Mqj. Charles 
Albertson, of the 18th Airborne 
Corps, which oversees the 82nd 
Airborne Division, said the 
change has been in the works for 
about a year. 

“I think it is absolutely some¬ 
thing that leaders have noticed,” 
he said. “As we started assessing, 
we saw these (parachute hazard¬ 
ous duty pay) rules hadn’t been 
updated for some time.” 

Paratroopers are compensated 
with $150 per month in hazard¬ 
ous duty pay, which is dispensed 
automatically. 

Under the old rule, if a para¬ 
trooper missed a jump in that 
period — regardless of the reason 
— the pay had to be returned to 
the government. 

The rule remained the same for 
more than 60 years. That meant 
soldiers lost pay for not jumping, 
even if jumps were missed for 
deployments. 

“What wasn’t taken into ac¬ 
count is how busy the Army is,” 
Albertson said. “There’s so many 


places around the world we’re 
supporting, so to have soldiers 
lose pay ... we need to balance 
staying proficient with the air¬ 
borne skill set and supporting 
mission requirements.” 

The updated instruction gives 
battalion commanders leeway 
to make exceptions to the three- 
month rule. 

Now, paratroopers can jump 
twice during a six-month period, 
including two jumps within the 
same month, to keep pay for two 
consecutive, three-month peri¬ 
ods if there are waivers for non¬ 
availability of aircraft, adverse 
weather, absence for military 
training or education for less 
than 179 days, combat operations 
or a deployment. In lieu of jump¬ 
ing, paratroopers must attend 
airborne refresher training dur¬ 
ing the waived period to maintain 
proficiency. 

“We’re looking to do our best to 
maintain our readiness and not 
have them unduly be penalized 
for (missing jumps),” Albertson 
said. 















Page 4 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Tuesday, February 27,2018 


MILITARY 

Navy: Report says current design unlikely to support high-intensity operations 



Cat CAMPBELL/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Sailors assigned to the “Tomcatters” of Strike Fighter Squadron 31 and sailors 
assigned to the USS Gerald R. Ford prepare to launch an F/A-18E Super Hornet on 
the Ford’s flight deck in January during testing and evaluation operations. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

last year in which he described the electro¬ 
magnetic launch system as “no good.”) 

China also reportedly is planning to use 
an electromagnetic aircraft launch sys¬ 
tem on one of its domestically designed 
carriers. 

“The die is cast on that,” Hunter said. 

General Atomics, best known for making 
the Predator drone, referred all questions 
about the electromagnetic launch system 
to the Navy, citing the company’s contract. 

Known in industry jargon as EMALS, 
the electromagnetic aircraft launch sys¬ 
tem hinges on an electrically generated 
moving magnetic field that pulls a mecha¬ 
nism attached to the aircraft. The tech¬ 
nology is similar to the one that powers a 
railgun that General Atomics has tested 
for several years. 

Steam-powered catapults release built- 
up pressure all at once, flinging aircraft 
off the deck and into the sky but placing 
enormous strain on their airframes. With 
the electromagnetic system, a pulse of 
electricity creates a steadier, more gradual 
acceleration, which can be adjusted for an 
aircraft’s size and weight. 

“You just have better control,” said Bob 
Hebner, director of the Center for Electro¬ 
mechanics at the University of Texas at 
Austin. That should extend the lifetimes 
of airframes, saving money on repairs and 
replacements. The new system also is ca¬ 
pable of launching a wider variety of air¬ 
craft, he said. 

Hebner and his team at the Texas uni¬ 
versity worked with General Atomics on a 
generator concept for the electromagnetic 
catapult system for about five years during 
the early stages of the company’s research. 
They devised a generator that was about 10 
feet long to show that the power system 
could fit into small spaces aboard a packed 
carrier. That generator was about one- 
fourth the size of the power system Gen¬ 
eral Atomics built and used for the catapult 
system, he said. 

But developing such new technology and 
integrating it onto the new nuclear carrier 
has been difficult. 

A January report from the Office of the 
Director of Operational Test and Evalua¬ 
tion, which advises the secretary of defense, 
singled out the “poor or unknown reliabil¬ 
ity of the newly designed catapults” and 
other new systems such as the advanced 
aircraft arresting gear to stop planes when 
they land — also built by General Atom¬ 
ics — a dual-band radar system and a new 
type of elevator that moves weapons. 

While the Navy had corrected issues 
with the aircraft catapult system that had 
led to “excessive airframe stress” during 
test launches of the Ford’s mainstay jet, the 


F/A-18E/F Super Hornet, and the EA-18G 
Growler, the report found that the system 
in its current design was “unlikely to sup¬ 
port high-intensity operations expected in 
combat.” 

In addition to reliability concerns, the 
report also said it was difficult to isolate 
components of the electrical system of the 
launch and landing systems. That would 
force flight operations to shut down while 
conducting some types of maintenance. 

“The poor or unknown reliability of 


these critical subsystems is the most sig¬ 
nificant risk to CVN 78,” the report said, 
referring to the Ford’s designation. The 
Navy had intended to start the first phase 
of operational testing in 2021 and to com¬ 
plete a second phase during the next year, 
according to the report. The Ford’s home- 
port is in Norfolk, Va. 

This month, leaders of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee sent a letter to De¬ 
fense Secretary Jim Mattis that expressed 
concern about reliability issues with the 


carrier’s subsystems. 

Noting issues with “unproven new tech¬ 
nologies,” including the catapult system. 
Sens. John McCain, R-Ariz., and Jack Reed, 
D-R.I., called for the carrier to maintain its 
planned full ship shock trials, in which the 
Navy detonates large explosives underwa¬ 
ter near a ship to assess its survivability in 
ways that can’t be modeled on a computer. 
The Navy wanted to put off the tests so it 
could speed the Ford into the fleet. 

“We understand Navy leadership may be 
requesting a waiver from you that would 
delay full ship shock trials until after the 
first deployment of the USS Gerald R. 
Ford,” the letter says. “Conducting full 
ship shock trials on CVN-78 will not only 
improve the design of future carriers, but 
also reduce the costs associated with retro¬ 
fitting engineering changes.” 

The carrier’s cost now stands at $12.9 
billion, almost $2.4 billion more than the 
cap originally set in the 2007 National 
Defense Authorization Act. Its “critical 
technologies,” largely the electromagnetic 
launch system, aircraft arresting gear and 
radar, drove about 40 percent of the cost 
increases, according to a report released 
in June by the U.S. Government Account¬ 
ability Office. 

Navy spokesman Capt. Danny Hernan¬ 
dez said internal discussions in the De¬ 
fense Department on the full ship shock 
trials for the carrier were ongoing. 

He said the Ford had completed more 
than 700 catapult launches and aircraft 
stops with Navy jets, including more than 
100 launches and recoveries in one day on 
two separate occasions. The service con¬ 
tinued to see progress in the testing of the 
aircraft launch system and other new com¬ 
ponents of the Ford-class carrier, Hernan¬ 
dez said. 

Hunter, of the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, said he saw no in¬ 
dication that there was something “dra¬ 
matically unexpected going on” with the 
electromagnetic aircraft launch system’s 
development, though it is still early in the 
process. 

Despite the hurdles, he said, electro¬ 
magnetic catapults are likely the way of 
the future. 

“There’s just a whole range of shipboard 
applications where they’ve been looking 
at using electromagnetics,” Hunter said. 
“You can’t rule out the idea that some of 
this might not work out as planned ... but 
the technology is definitely moving in that 
direction.” 



Victor J. CAPUTo/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


A servicemember receives a flu shot in November at Hurlburt Field, 
Fla. 


Military experiences relatively mild flu 
season in Europe; vaccines still urged 


By Will Morris 

Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger¬ 
many — U.S. servicemembers in 
Europe have been less likely than 
their counterparts elsewhere to 
get the flu, but it’s still important 
to get vaccinated. Army health of¬ 
ficials said. 

“We’re still two months away 
from being out of the woods,” said 
Col. Rodney Coldren, chief of epi¬ 
demiology for the Army’s Public 
Health Command in Europe. 

Even when the vaccine does 


not prevent infection, “it is still 
effective in reducing the severity 
of the infection,” he said. 

The flu hit the U.S. and Asia 
hard this year, with widespread 
reports of deaths and hospitaliza¬ 
tions, but the effects in Europe 
have been mild, especially among 
U.S. forces, Coldren said. 

That was partly due to success¬ 
ful vaccination programs in both 
the military and civilian popula¬ 
tions in Europe, he said. 

It’s also because the flu strain 
affecting Europe, influenza type 
B, is less virulent than type H3N2. 


Type H3N2 is currently the most 
common strain in both Asia and 
the U.S. More than 86 percent of 
people suffering from this year’s 
flu epidemic in the U.S. were in¬ 
fected with H3N2, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

This year’s flu vaccine was 
just 25 percent effective against 
H3N2, according to the CDC. By 
comparison, it is 42 percent ef¬ 
fective against influenza type B 
viruses in Europe. 

morrls.wiMiam@strlpes.com 
Twitter: @willatstripes 
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Civilian-run US ships play 
bigger role amid tensions 



Weston JoNEs/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


The oiler USNS Leroy Grumman is alongside the destroyer USS 
Ross during a refueling in the Mediterranean in 2014. 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

NAPLES, Italy — The Navy’s 
fleet of mostly civilian-crewed 
support ships is building up its 
presence off Europe and Africa 
as insurgent activity and potential 
threats to alhes by Russia stretch 
the military’s supply hnes. 

The Military Sealift Com¬ 
mand is adding ships within the 
6th Fleet theater, which spans 
the eastern Atlantic Ocean from 
the Arctic to Antarctica. The 
theater includes the Mediterra¬ 
nean Sea, a critical point for op¬ 
erations against adversaries in 
Africa and the Middle East, and 
the Black Sea, an area of tensions 
since Russia annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula in 2014. 

“I definitely don’t see [activ¬ 
ity] going down anytime soon,” 
said Capt. Eric Conzen, MSC 
commander for Europe and Af¬ 
rica. “There’s a desire for it to 
increase.” 

MSC last year transported 
twice the ordnance, three times 
the critical parts and one-third 
more cargo in Europe and Africa 
than in 2016, according to data 
from the command, which oper¬ 
ates about 110 noncombatant ships 
worldwide. 

More warships are in the the¬ 
ater partly because NATO is run¬ 


ning more missions and exercises 
in response to Russia’s assertive 
actions, Conzen said. 

The Army also recently placed a 
heavy brigade along NATO’s east¬ 
ern flank and 
deployed combat 
aviation assets 
to Europe. That 
mission, known 
as Atlantic Re¬ 
solve, strained 
transport and 
replenishment 
capacity. 

The Navy’s 
support com¬ 
mand, which 
oversees the 
leasing of com¬ 
mercial cargo 
ships for all mili¬ 
tary services, 
has seen ship¬ 
ments of vehicles 
and helicopters 
almost double 
in the past year 
in Europe and 
Africa, said 
Fred Woody, 
MSC deputy operations officer in 
Europe. 

Before last year, MSC’s only 
full-time ship in the 6th Fleet the¬ 
ater was an oiler. MSC has since 
brought in two fast-transport ves¬ 
sels — the USNS Carson City and 
the USNS Trenton — and it plans 


to add a third one in the spring to 
carry personnel, equipment and 
supplies. 

The Trenton is used mainly 
for surveillance and intelhgence- 
gathering and partly to aid U.S. 
military missions in Africa, 
Conzen said. 

The USNS William McLean, 
which hauls cargo and ammuni¬ 
tion, was deployed recently to the 
theater and will remain indefinite¬ 
ly, officials said. 

Next year, the USNS Hershel 
“Woody” Williams, an MSC sea 
base, is scheduled to operate in the 
theater. The 250-person ship has a 
flight deck, magazines and spaces 
for repairs. It will assist with secu¬ 
rity patrols, anti-mine measures, 
humanitarian efforts and crisis 
response. 

Analysts say Russia is the main 
reason the U.S. and NATO have 
amplified their naval activities in 
the theater. 

Russia’s ongoing Ukraine inter¬ 
vention and its rising submarine 
deployments are part of a larger 
effort to extend its military reach 
and reassert its influence, ana¬ 
lysts said. 

“Moscow’s foreign policy has 
placed a premium on power pro¬ 
jection, and much of that task has 
fallen to the Russian navy,” said 
Michael Petersen, director of the 
Naval War College’s Russia Mari¬ 


time Studies Institute. “This is 
particularly true in the Black Sea 
and eastern Mediterranean, but is 
also the case in the far northern 
Atlantic.” 

The navy also played a large 
part in Russia’s intervention 
in Syria on behalf of President 
Bashar Assad. Russia’s fleet is 
now establishing a permanent 
presence in Syria by leasing a 
mooring facility at the Tartus 
base that will be expanded to hold 
11 warships, Petersen said. That 
could lead to more Russian ships 
in the Mediterranean, he added. 

Meanwhile, MSC is overseeing 
more commercial ships carrying 
supphes and personnel to Africa, 
Woody said. 

In the past year, the Army has 
expanded its presence in Niger, 
where a new drone base is under 
construction, and in Somalia, 
where U.S. forces are playing a 
larger role in battling the extrem¬ 
ist group al-Shabab. That’s in ad¬ 


dition to the scores of exercises 
Africa Command conducts across 
the continent. 

MSC uses its one full-time oiler 
in the region to help refuel U.S. 
and NATO ships. The oiler now 
refuels two or more ships during 
a week at sea far more frequently 
than in recent years, MSC spokes¬ 
man Matthew Montgomery said. 

Dehvering more fuel and sup¬ 
plies doesn’t require more ship 
personnel, but it does call for 
more planning. Woody said. MSC 
has added a planner in its Naples, 
Italy, office and might hire one or 
two more, he said. 

As the military becomes more 
active in the theater, MSC will 
look at expanding its presence 
even more, Conzen said. 

“We’re getting it done at the mo¬ 
ment,” Conzen said. “But we cer¬ 
tainly need more ships.” 

wyland.scott@stripes.com 
Twitter: @wyiandstripes 
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Violence rages in Syria as UN urges stop to ‘hell on Earth’ 



White Helmets/AP 


Members of the Syrian Civil Defense group and civilians gather to help survivors on a street attacked by 
airstrikes and shelling by Syrian government forces in Ghouta, a suburb of Damascus, Syria. 


By Bassem Mroue 
AND JaMEY KeATEN 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Syrian forces 
launched a ground offensive 
Monday on a rebel-held east¬ 
ern Damascus suburb despite a 
UN. Security Council resolution 
demanding a 30-day cease-fire 
across Syria. The UN. chief de¬ 
nounced the violence in the em¬ 
battled region, describing it as 
“hell on Earth.” 

The offensive was accompanied 
by airstrikes that killed at least 14 
people, according to opposition 
activists, and the new fighting in 
eastern Ghouta did not bode well 
for the resolution adopted over the 
weekend at the United Nations. 

There was a relative calm in the 
besieged area in the immediate 
aftermath of the resolution, which 
was unanimously approved Satur¬ 
day by the 15-member council. It 
demands a 30-day truce in all of 
Syria but excludes fighting with 
Islamic State and al-Qaida-linked 
fighters. 

However, violence has since 
picked up, with 28 people in the 
area killed in airstrikes and bom¬ 
bardments on Sunday and Mon¬ 
day, activists said. 

Russian news agencies said 
Monday that President Vladimir 
Putin has ordered a daily “hu¬ 


manitarian pause” in eastern 
Ghouta between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
EST to allow residents to leave if 
they want. 

Russian Defense Minister Ser¬ 
gei Shoigu said in a statement the 
pauses will start as of Tuesday. He 
said Russia will work to create a 
“humanitarian corridor” to help 
evacuate civilians, but he said the 
location has not been decided. 

Shoigu also mentioned a refu¬ 


gee camp in Tanf, near the border 
with Iraq which is “under U.S. 
control” — where Russia is sug¬ 
gesting calling for a humanitarian 
pause as well. 

UN. Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres appealed to the warring 
sides to abide by the cease-fire, 
speaking at the start of a session 
of the U.N.-backed Human Rights 
Council. The comments were his 
first remarks to the UN. body 


since the resolution was adopted. 

“Eastern Ghouta cannot wait,” 
he said. “It is high time to stop this 
hell on Earth.” 

Guterres said he welcomes the 
resolution but added that council 
resolutions “are only meaningful 
if they are effectively implement¬ 
ed.” He added that he expects 
the “resolution to be immediately 
implemented and sustained” and 
also called for safe, unimpeded 


and sustained delivery of humani¬ 
tarian aid and services, as well 
as evacuations of the sick and 
wounded. 

At the Geneva gathering, UN. 
human rights chief Zeid Ra’ad al- 
Hussein echoed calls for a “full 
implementation” of the truce but 
said that “we have every reason to 
remain cautious” about the cease¬ 
fire as airstrikes continue on Da¬ 
mascus suburbs. 

He also decried “seven years of 
failure to stop the violence, seven 
years of unremitting and frightful 
mass killing” in Syria. 

In Syria, state TV broadcast live 
footage showing the town of Ha- 
rasta, in the Damascus suburbs, 
being pounded by airstrikes and 
artillery. The TV said troops were 
targeting al-Qaida-linked fighters 
in the area in an apparent move to 
show that the army is not violating 
the cease-fire. 

Monday’s fighting was mostly 
concentrated in an area known 
as Harasta Farms, on the edge of 
town. 

The opposition’s Syrian Civil 
Defense, also known as White 
Helmets, said 13 died in an air- 
strike on Douma and one person 
was killed in Harasta on Monday 
morning. The Britain-based Syri¬ 
an Observatory for Human Rights 
put the death toll at 22 on Monday, 
including 21 in the eastern suburb 
of Douma. 
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Governors: Cyberthreats cloud 18 elections 



Jose Luis Magana/AP 


Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam, left, speaks with Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper at 
the National Governors Association winter meeting Sunday in Washington. Haslam, a 
Republican, said he is concerned about outside interference on U.S. elections, but he 
declined to criticize the Trump administration on the issue. 


By Steve Peoples 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Will your vote be safe 
this year from foreign adversaries working 
to undermine U.S. democracy? Some of the 
nation’s governors aren’t so sure. 

State leaders of both parties worried 
aloud Sunday about the security of Amer¬ 
ica’s election systems against possible 
cyberattacks ahead of this fall’s midterm 
elections, aware that Russian agents tar¬ 
geted more than 20 states little more a 
year ago, and the Trump administration 
has taken a mostly hands-off approach to 
the continued interference. 

U.S. intelligence leaders report Russian 
hackers are already working to undermine 
this November’s elections, which will de¬ 
cide the balance of power in Congress and 
in statehouses across the nation. 

“In my lifetime. I’ve never seen any¬ 
thing like this. It’s scary,” Rhode Island 
Gov. Gina Raimondo, a Democrat, said. 
“The biggest concern is when you have a 
president and an administration that de¬ 
nies the problem and doesn’t acknowledge 
the existence of the problem, it’s hard to 
believe that they’re going to be offering 
any real solutions or funding to make our 
system more secure.” 

As most of the nation’s governors gath¬ 
ered in Washington for a weekend confer¬ 
ence, issues like gun violence. President 
Donald Trump’s leadership and the econ¬ 
omy dominated most hallway conversa¬ 
tions. Yet nonpartisan experts and both 
Democratic and Republican elected offi¬ 
cials suggest there is no issue more critical 
to American democracy than the integrity 
of the nation’s elections, which are facing 
unprecedented cyberattacks. 

The Trump administration has so far 
done little to help secure the mishmash 
of 10,000 local voting jurisdictions across 
the nation that mostly run on obsolete 
and imperfectly secured technology. Rus¬ 
sian agents targeted election systems in 
21 states ahead of the 2016 general elec¬ 
tion, the Department of Homeland Secu¬ 
rity says, and separately launched a social 
media blitz aimed at inflaming social ten¬ 
sions and sowing confusion. 

The search for a solution has been shaped 
by partisan politics. While Democratic 
governors lashed out at the Trump ad¬ 
ministration for ignoring the threat, some 
Republicans, such as Kentucky Gov. Matt 
Bevin, insisted the media are overstating 
the problem. Several other Republicans, 
however, were openly concerned about 
outside interference but declined to criti¬ 
cize the Trump administration’s inaction. 

“There’s obviously nothing more impor¬ 
tant than protecting the mechanism of de¬ 
mocracy, and they’ve shown that they can 


at least meddle if not directly influence,” 
Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam, who leads the 
Republican Governors Association, said of 
Russian hackers. “We’re paying attention 
to it.” 

Earlier in the month, senior officials 
from the Department of Homeland Secu¬ 
rity participated in a series of “coordina¬ 
tion meetings” with state and local election 
officials and private companies to discuss 
cybersecurity for the nation’s election in¬ 
frastructure, the White House said last 
week. A Trump spokesman, however, de¬ 
clined to respond to the governors’ con¬ 
cerns when asked to comment Sunday. 

Trump rarely mentions the Russian 
threat. The president has instead repeat¬ 
edly condemned special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s probe into Russian election med¬ 
dling as “a witch hunt.” Mueller’s team has 
charged 13 Russian individuals and three 
Russian companies in a plot to interfere in 
the 2016 presidential election. 

“I do think hackers are a threat for the 
nation,” said Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin, 
a Republican. “We’ve seen a lot of foreign 
influence trying to break into our election 
cycle.” 

But Fallin, like several governors, down¬ 
played the threat in her state. She noted 


that Oklahoma participated in the recent 
meetings with the Department of Home¬ 
land Security. 

Alaska Gov. Bill Walker, an independent, 
said his state, which allows some voters 
to return ballots electronically, recently 
earned the top grade for election security 
— a B — in a national report released by 
the Center for American Progress. 

“We’re Number 1 in the nation and we’re 
closest to Russia,” he said. “Our elections 
are in good shape.” 

Few governors could detail what spe¬ 
cific steps are being taken to strengthen 
election security when asked. Democrats 
in particular suggested that the Trump ad¬ 
ministration has done almost nothing. 

Washington state Gov. Jay Inslee, an¬ 
other Democrat, likened Russia’s cyber¬ 
attacks to Japan’s Dec. 7, 1941, attack on 
Pearl Harbor. 

“Because of some infatuation with 
Vladimir Putin, the president of the Unit¬ 
ed States refuses to recognize that we’re 
under attack. It’s like December 8, 1941, 
and Franklin Roosevelt getting up there 
and saying, ‘Yesterday nothing happened.’ ” 
Inslee said. “That’s the situation we have 
right now, and it’s disturbing.” 


Trump: Fla. 
shooting 
to dominate 
meeting 

By Darlene Superville 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump says the deadly mass shooting at a 
Florida high school is the top issue he wants 
to discuss with the nation’s governors. 

Under pressure to act to stem gun vio¬ 
lence on school grounds. Trump planned 
to solicit input from the state chief execu¬ 
tives during meetings Monday at the White 
House. The governors are in Washington 
for their annual winter meeting. 

But socializing was the focus Sunday 
night as Trump and first lady Melania 
Trump hosted the governors for an annual 
black-tie ball. 

In brief remarks before dinner beneath 
dimmed lights in the State Dining Room, 
Trump said the governors are “very, very 
special people.” 

“The job you do is really incredible. It’s 
not easy, but we’re very proud of you and 
we’re very proud to have you here,” he 
said. 

Previewing Monday’s talks. Trump said 
they would also discuss the economy “and 
many other things.” 

Seventeen students and teachers were 
killed in a Valentine’s Day shooting at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland, Fla., sparking a public outcry 
for new gun control measures as well as 
action to improve school safety. 

“We’ll be talking about Parkland and the 
horrible event that took place last week,” 
Trump said. “That will be one of the sub¬ 
jects. We’ll make it first on our list.” 

The president also boasted about the 
economy, saying numbers that weren’t so 
good under his predecessor are improving 
under his leadership. 

“You’re going to see some numbers com¬ 
ing up over the next year, the likes of which 
we haven’t seen in our country for many, 
many years,” Trump said. 

Trump’s session with the governors will 
be the latest in which he solicits ideas for 
stopping gun violence at schools as the 
White House works to finalize an expected 
legislative proposal. 


White House: Trump finances not appropriate for online petitions 


By Zeke Miller 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — After more than a 
year of silence, the Trump administration 
is beginning to address a backlog of peti¬ 
tions signed by Americans on the White 
House website. 

But the White House is ducking a high- 
profile petition calling on President Don¬ 
ald Trump to release his tax returns. That 
petition attracted more than 1.1 million 
signatures. 

The White House said the tax-return 
question “is not within the scope” of the 
government feedback tool because the 
issue “does not address an action or policy 
of the Federal Government.” 

The website, known as “We the People,” 


was launched by the Obama administra¬ 
tion in 2011, and since Trump took office 
has taken on increased prominence as an 
outlet for protest. It was briefly taken down 
by the Trump administration last year but 
was relaunched in late January. 

Along with the tax petition, which 
reached the 100,000-signature threshold 
for a response on Inauguration Day 2017, 
the administration hasn’t responded to one 
calling on the president to place his finan¬ 
cial holdings in a blind trust. 

The site has also been embraced by con¬ 
servatives looking to push their priorities. 
The White House addressed an August 
2017 petition seeking to declare as a ter¬ 
rorist organization “AntiFa,” a loose collec¬ 
tion of self-proclaimed anti-fascist activists 


whose occasionally violent protests earned 
national headlines last year. The White 
House said Trump opposes violence and 
that federal law provides no “mechanism 
for formally designating domestic terrorist 
organizations.” 

Another petition requests that U.S. 
change how it refers to the Sea of Japan. 
The White House says it follows the con¬ 
ventions of the U.S. Board on Geographic 
Names, and would adopt the name “East 
Sea,” which has been pushed by Korean- 
American groups in protest of Japan’s 
brutal occupation of the peninsula before 
World War II. 

Petitions awaiting responses include one 
opposing the Federal Communications 
Commission’s repeal of net neutrality reg¬ 


ulations and another calling for the repeal 
of the National Firearms Act. The 1934 law 
serves as the foundation for subsequent 
federal gun control legislation, outlining 
classes of weapons like machine guns and 
grenades that must be registered with the 
federal government. 

A petition calling for Peter Wang, a high 
school student slain in the school shooting 
in Parkland, Fla., to be buried with full 
military honors also awaits a White House 
response. An Army Junior Reserve Of¬ 
ficer Training Corps cadet at the school, 
Wang was posthumously accepted to the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point after 
survivors praised his efforts to save his 
fellow students’ lives. He was buried last 
Tuesday. 
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Safety rules being 
weakened by Trump 
deregulation push 



By Joan Lowy 
AND Tom Krisher 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — On a clear, 
dry June evening in 2015, cars 
and trucks rolled slowly in a 
herky-jerky backup ahead of an 
Interstate 75 construction zone 
in Chattanooga, Tenn. Barreling 
toward them: an 18-ton tractor- 
trailer going about 80 mph. 

Despite multiple signs warning 
of slow traffic, the driver, with 
little or no braking, bashed into 
eight vehicles before coming to a 
stop. Six people died in the man¬ 
gled wreck, and four more were 
hurt. The driver was convicted 
of vehicular homicide and other 
charges last month. 

In response to this and simi¬ 
lar crashes, the government in 
2016 proposed requiring that new 
heavy trucks have potentially 
life-saving software that would 
electronically limit speeds. But 
now, like many other safety rules 
in the works before President 
Donald Trump took office, it has 
been delayed indefinitely — by 
the Transportation Department 
as part of a sweeping retreat from 
regulations that the president 
says slow the economy. 

An Associated Press review 
of the department’s rulemaking 
activities in Trump’s first year 
in office shows at least a dozen 
safety rules that were under de¬ 
velopment or already adopted 
have been repealed, withdrawn, 
delayed or put on the back burn¬ 
er. In most cases, those rules are 
opposed by powerful industries. 
And the political appointees run¬ 
ning the agencies that write the 
rules often come from the indus¬ 
tries they regulate. 

Meanwhile, there have been no 
significant new safety rules ad¬ 
opted over the same period. 

The rules would have, among 
other things, required states to 
conduct annual inspections of 
commercial bus operators, rail¬ 
roads to operate trains with at 
least two crewmembers and auto¬ 
makers to equip future cars and 
light trucks with vehicle-to-ve- 
hicle communications to prevent 


collisions. 

“These rules have been writ¬ 
ten in blood,” said John Risch, 
national legislative director for 
the International Association of 
Sheet Metal, Air, Rail and Trans¬ 
portation Workers. “But we’re in 
a new era now of little-to-no new 
regulations no matter how benefi¬ 
cial they might be.” 

Trump has made reducing reg¬ 
ulations a priority, seeing many 
rules as an unnecessary burden 
on industry. 

The Transportation Depart¬ 
ment declined repeated AP re¬ 
quests since November for an 
on-the-record interview with Sec¬ 
retary Elaine Chao, Deputy Sec¬ 
retary Jeffrey Rosen or another 
official to discuss safety regula¬ 
tions. Instead, the department 
provided a brief statement from 
James Owens, the DOT’S deputy 
general counsel, saying that new 
administrations typically take a 
“fresh look” at regulations. 

“We will not finalize a rule 
simply because it has advanced 
through preliminary steps,” the 
statement said. “Even if a rule 
is ‘one step away,’ if that rule is 
not justifiable because it harms 
safety and imposes unnecessarily 
high economic costs, for example, 
that rule will not advance.” 

But the rule requiring new 
trucks to have speed-limiting 
software would actually have 
economic benefits, according to a 
DOT estimate prepared two years 
ago. It would save as many as 498 
lives per year and produce a net 
cost savings to society of $475 
million to nearly $5 billion annu¬ 
ally depending on the top speed 
the government picked. That’s 
nearly half the 1,100 deaths an¬ 
nually in crashes involving heavy 
trucks on roads with speed limits 
of 55 mph or higher. The govern¬ 
ment didn’t propose a top speed 
but said it had studied 60, 65 and 
68 mph. 

The proposal was also expect¬ 
ed to solve another problem: Most 
heavy truck tires aren’t designed 
to travel over 75 mph, but some 
states have 80 mph speed limits. 

Rick Watts, of Morristown, 
Tenn., who lost his wife, two 


young step-daughters and moth- 
er-in-law in the 1-75 crash, said 
he can’t understand why the pro¬ 
posal has been sidetracked. 

“If you’re going 80, and you’re 
knocked down to 60, that’s going 
to lower the impact,” he said. “It 
just stuns me that you can give 
these people proof and they say, 
‘We’ll look into that.’ It just baffles 
me that they’re killing so many 
people every year.” 

The American Trucking Asso¬ 
ciations, an industry trade group, 
has claimed credit for stalling the 
rule. After initially supporting it, 
the group now says it would cre¬ 
ate dangerous speed differentials 
between cars and trucks. 

The trucking industry has de¬ 
veloped a strong relationship 
with Trump. Trucking officials 
met with Chao within hours after 
she took office, according to Chris 
Spear, the group’s president. 

The DOT’S position on the 
speed-limiting software is that it 
isn’t dead, but the department has 
limited resources and higher pri¬ 
orities. No action is expected be¬ 
fore the end of the federal fiscal 
year on Sept. 30 at the earliest. 

Some rules that were in the 
works have been abandoned en¬ 
tirely. After four people died 
when a New York commuter train 
derailed while speeding around 
a curve in 2013, investigators de¬ 
termined that the engineer had 
fallen asleep. He had undiag¬ 
nosed sleep apnea, a disorder that 
causes pauses in breathing and 
prevents restful sleep, and had 
made no effort to stop the train. 

The National Transportation 
Safety Board blamed the crash in 
part on federal regulators for not 


requiring medical screening of 
engineers for sleep disorders. Yet 
last summer, the DOT withdrew 
a rule the government was in the 
early stages of writing to require 
screening for engineers and truck 
and bus drivers. 

The government said current 
safety programs either address 
the problem or it will be addressed 
in a rulemaking to reduce fatigue 
risks in the railroad industry. 

The NTSB has cited sleep apnea 
as a cause of 13 rail and highway 
accidents it has investigated, in¬ 
cluding two more commuter train 
crashes in Hoboken, N. J., in 2016, 
and Brooklyn, N.Y, in 2017. 

“Looking at the multiple piles 
of broken sheet metal and broken 
engines and broken people, [the 
DOT’S strategy] doesn’t seem to 
have been effective,” Dr. Nicho¬ 
las Webster, an NTSB medical of¬ 
ficer, told a recent public meeting 
on the crashes. 

Most regulations Trump has 
taken credit for blocking through¬ 
out the government were Obama 
administration proposals that 
were on track to be adopted but 
had yet to be finalized, or that 
weren’t being actively pursued — 
“low-hanging fruit,” according to 
Dan Bosch, regulatory policy di¬ 
rector at the conservative Ameri¬ 
can Action Forum. 

Trump has ordered that two 
regulations be identified for 
elimination for every significant 
new regulation issued. The White 
House has acknowledged its cal¬ 
culations of savings from rolled- 
back regulations cited in public 
statements include only the cost 
to industry and others without 
taking into account benefits the 


rules produce, including lives 
saved. 

Industry’s influence on regula¬ 
tions generally “is probably more 
powerful than it has ever been,” 
said Neil Eisner, who was the 
DOT assistant general counsel 
in charge of overseeing the issu¬ 
ing of regulations for more than 
three decades. 

In October, the DOT published 
a notice inviting the public to 
recommend which regulations 
should be repealed, replaced, 
suspended or modified. Accom¬ 
panying the notice was a list of 
20 potential candidates, including 
13 of the most significant trans¬ 
portation safety rules of the past 
decade. 

Airlines, automakers, railroads, 
pipeline operators, trucking com¬ 
panies, chemical manufacturers 
and others responded with their 
wish lists. After the comment pe¬ 
riod closed, the DOT said it would 
repeal a 2015 rule opposed by 
freight railroads requiring trains 
hauling crude oil be fitted with 
advanced braking systems that 
stop all rail cars simultaneously 
instead of conventional brakes 
that stop cars one after the other. 

The advanced brakes can re¬ 
duce the distance and time need¬ 
ed for a train to stop and keep 
more tank cars on the track in the 
event of a derailment, the DOT 
said two years ago when it issued 
the rule. 

The rule’s repeal, said Risch, 
a former engineer who has oper¬ 
ated trains with advanced brakes, 
means the government is aban¬ 
doning “the greatest safety ad¬ 
vancement I’ve witnessed in my 
41 years in the industry.” 


Hundreds line up to pay respects to late preacher Billy Graham 


By Jeffrey Collins 

Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Hundreds of peo¬ 
ple stood in line during a light rain Monday 
to pay their respects to the late Rev. Billy 
Graham at his restored boyhood home in 
North Carolina. 

Graham’s body, in a closed casket made 
by prison inmates, was lying in repose 
Monday in the parlor of the relocated home 
his father built in 1927 on their Charlotte 
dairy farm. The body will also be in the 


home on the grounds of the Billy Graham 
library on Tuesday. 

People using wheelchairs and walkers, 
young children, people dressed in suits 
and ties and some in T-shirts arrived at 
the library when the gates opened at 8 a.m. 
Monday. 

Cecily Turner, 72, of Queens, N.Y, flew 
to Charlotte on Sunday to make sure she 
thanked the man she said saved her moth¬ 
er’s soul. 

The grandmother of four says Graham’s 
1957 New York crusade means her soul 


is saved, as well as the souls of her five 
children. 

“His legacy and his example was passed 
on to my mother at that crusade, then it 
came down to me, our daughter and my 
four other children and my great-grand¬ 
children,” Turner said. “That’s an amaz¬ 
ing thing.” 

She said she knows there are hundreds 
of thousands of similar stories about 
Graham. 

Graham died Wednesday at age 99 


at his mountain home in western North 
Carolina. 

His body will be at the U.S. Capitol in 
Washington to lie in honor Wednesday and 
Thursday before it is returned to Charlotte 
for Friday’s invitation-only funeral. 

Former President George W. Bush and 
his wife, Laura, planned to visit Charlotte 
on Monday because they had a scheduling 
conflict Friday. 

President Donald Trump is scheduled to 
attend the funeral. 
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Congress turns attention to VA caregiver benefits 


By Nikki Wentling 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON—Congress is now work¬ 
ing on a way to give more help to caregivers 
of veterans injured before the 9/11 terror¬ 
ist attacks. It took seven years of pressure 
from advocates to get to this point. 

Groups pushing lawmakers to end what 
they call an unfair discrepancy between 
veterans injured before and after 9/11 
contend negotiations — stalled for years 
because of the high cost of expanding ben¬ 
efits to more families — are coming to a 
critical point. 

“Everybody is talking about how to do 
this rather than questioning whether we 
should,” said Adrian Atizado, deputy na¬ 
tional legislative director with Disabled 
American Veterans. 

In 2010, Congress created the Depart¬ 
ment of Veterans Affairs caregiver pro¬ 
gram for veterans who sustained serious 
injuries after 9/11. Approximately 26,000 
caregivers who are enrolled in the pro¬ 
gram receive monthly stipends as well as 
other benefits such as medical training, 
counseling and respite care. 

But spouses such as Jason Courneen 
— who has been caring for his wife for 
two decades — don’t meet the criteria for 
assistance. Alexis Courneen suffered a 
traumatic brain injury while serving in 
the Coast Guard in 1998. Jason Courneen 
said he felt “isolated” and had to learn 
by himself the skills necessary to be a 
caregiver. 

“That really needs to change,” he said 



Joe GROMELSKi/Stars and Stripes 


Veterans and caregivers listen as VA 
Secretary David Shulkin testifies at a Feb. 
6 hearing of the House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee. 

last year on Capitol Hill. 

M^or veterans organizations — such as 
Disabled American Veterans, the Eliza¬ 
beth Dole Foundation and The American 
Legion — have been fighting to expand 
benefits to all veteran caregivers. In De¬ 
cember, a handful of groups presented 
lawmakers with a printed petition contain¬ 
ing 182,000 signatures of people support¬ 
ive of the expansion. 

Now, there’s opportunity to reach a 
compromise. 

So far, the Senate and VA have proposed 
different ideas of how to expand caregiver 
benefits without escalating costs. 

Rep. Phil Roe, R-Tenn., chairman of the 


House Veterans’ Affairs Committee, is 
working on his own legislation to expand 
the program, using input from the VA. The 
next step is a roundtable discussion on the 
legislation scheduled for March 6 with 
House and Senate lawmakers. 

“I do see a pathway forward where we 
can do this right and get this done,” Roe 
said during a Feb. 6 congressional hear¬ 
ing. “Getting it done this year would be my 
goal.” 

The Senate’s version is included in a 
larger VA reform bill that’s been stalled 
since November. Instead of opening up the 
program to everyone at once, the measure 
would first make benefits available to vet¬ 
erans injured before May 7, 1975 — with 
the intent to immediately get help to all 
caregivers of Vietnam War-era veterans. 
Two years later, veterans who served be¬ 
tween 1975 and 2001 would be eligible. 

The Congressional Budget Office esti¬ 
mated the measure would cost $3.4 billion 
over five years to implement. Officials with 
President Donald Trump’s administration 
told Congress last month that the White 
House couldn’t support the expansion be¬ 
cause of fiscal restraints. 

VA Secretary David Shulkin explained 
another option to lawmakers earlier this 
month. He proposed limiting eligibility 
for the caregivers program to the most se¬ 
verely injured and ill veterans in order to 
expand it to veterans of all eras without 
inflating costs. Under his plan, eligibility 
would be restricted to veterans with the 
highest clinical need, who require help 
with at least three activities of daily living. 


such as eating, bathing and dressing. 

The 26,000 caregivers already enrolled 
into the program should still receive the 
benefit with the old rules, Shulkin said, 
but the new rules would apply to all new 
enrollees. 

If the program were expanded with the 
current eligibility rules, the VA would en¬ 
roll 188,000 caregivers in the next 10 years, 
the VA estimated. With proposed restric¬ 
tions, the number of caregivers receiving 
assistance would grow to only 40,000 in 
the next 10 years. The agency predicted 
it would avoid about $2.5 billion in imple¬ 
mentation costs. 

Atizado said Disabled American Veter¬ 
ans would support any proposal that allows 
more caregivers to receive assistance but 
added the group would continue fighting 
until help is available to all veteran care¬ 
givers who need it. 

“We’re open to any proposal that will get 
caregivers the support they need today,” 
Atizado said. “This is not what we believe 
is the complete and full solution, which 
is that everyone should be eligible. But 
we’ve been trying that approach for seven 
years. This gradual approach seems more 
reasonable to members in Congress, and 
we’ve been garnering more support and 
progress than we ever have.” 

After the roundtable March 6, Roe plans 
to hold a public hearing on his legislation 
and have the House committee vote on 
whether to advance it to the full House. 


wentling.nikki@stripes.com 

Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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VETERANS _ 

Program pairs 
dogs with vets 
who have PTSD 



Courtesy of Canine Companions 


Sarah Birman, an instructor at Canine Companions for Independence, trains a future service dog in 
Santa Rosa, Calif. 


By Matthew M. Burke 
Stars and Stripes 

The Department of Veterans 
Affairs is studying how service 
dogs might be able to help vet¬ 
erans with post-traumatic stress 
disorder. Though the results are 
years away, a group helping with 
that research isn’t waiting to pair 
its pups with servicemembers. 

Canine Companions for Inde¬ 
pendence Inc. — a nonprofit in 
Santa Rosa, Calif, that’s been 
providing service dogs for people 
with physical disabilities since 
1975 — is preparing to launch 
a pilot program that will train 
and pair dogs with veterans with 
PTSD based on a curriculum de¬ 
veloped for the VA study. 

PTSD is an anxiety disor¬ 
der caused by the psychological 
wounds of war and other trau¬ 
matic experiences. Symptoms 
include anger, paranoia, anxiety 
and withdrawal from society. 

CCI aims to begin pairing dogs 
with veterans by the middle of 
this year, with up to 20 place¬ 
ments by mid-2019, said instruc¬ 
tor Sarah Birman. 

“This is the first time — aside 
from the VA study — that we will 
be training dogs in specific skills 
that are designed to address the 
symptoms of PTSD,” she said. 
“As we’ve worked with veter¬ 
ans with PTSD through the VA 
study, we’ve had the opportunity 
to really get to know them, hear 
some really incredible stories of 
the ways in which the dogs have 
helped them.” 

For its pilot program, CCI is ac¬ 
cepting veterans who live within 
90 miles of its Santa Rosa campus 
but hopes to expand nationwide 
over the next few years. 

Service dogs have been used for 
years to benefit those with physi¬ 
cal disabilities; however; there is 
no scientific hterature that says 
the animals are equally beneficial 
to those with PTSD. A 2011 at¬ 
tempt to study the issue was scut¬ 
tled because of dog bites and later 
was canceled over concerns about 
the animals’ health and training. 

At the end of 2014, the VA 
kicked off the current study, 
which it says is more comprehen¬ 
sive and more tightly controlled, 
with new partners, including Ca¬ 
nine Companions. 

The most recent group of par¬ 
ticipants received their dogs in 
December, Birman said. After 18 
months, the VA will compile and 


publish the results. 

Birman said CCI has confi¬ 
dence in the protocols and train¬ 
ing techniques and believes that it 
will benefit some veterans. 

“We believe that dogs can be 
trained in tasks that can help mit¬ 
igate aspects of PTSD and help 
someone in their process of re¬ 
covery along with other resourc¬ 
es that exist already,” she said. 

Velvet’s help 

Caleb Davisson, 30, is a former 
Marine sergeant whose PTSD di¬ 
agnosis came after a 2011 combat 
deployment to Helmand province, 
Afghanistan, where the then- 
scout sniper’s platoon counted 
more than 200 confirmed kills. 

“I was having all of the typical 
symptoms,” he recently told Stars 
and Stripes. “I was scared to go 
out in public because I might be 
around a lot of people. I was de¬ 
pressed. I was withdrawn from 
everything, basically, hypervigi- 
lant all the time.” 

Davisson said his marriage fell 
apart and things began to look dire 
before he decided to seek help. In 
2012, he got out of the Marines 
and headed back to Iowa to live 


with family. He sought treatment 
for PTSD through the VA. That’s 
where he learned about the study. 

Davisson fit the criteria, and 
in the summer of 2015 moved to 
Santa Rosa to work with Birman 
and CCI. He was paired with one 
of the first dogs trained by CCI 
for the VA study, a black English 
Labrador named Velvet. 

Velvet knows about 20 com¬ 
mands, said Davisson, who uses 
“block” and “behind” the most. 
When he delivers those com¬ 
mands, Velvet acts as a barrier in 
front or behind him in a crowded 
public setting, ensuring that peo¬ 
ple don’t get too close. She also 


knows how to turn on lights be¬ 
fore Davisson enters a room and 
can clear a room of people before 
he enters, barking three times if 
she spots someone. 

Velvet “helped me out more 
than I ever thought she would, 
just by the commands she per¬ 
forms,” Davisson said. “But, hon¬ 
estly, aside from the fact that she 
is a service dog and she’s trained 
to go out in public and all of that, 
I think just the companionship it¬ 
self has been the most beneficial 
out of everything, just having her 
there all the time and uncondi¬ 
tional love.” 

Davisson said Velvet’s help has 
been immeasurable, because she 
forces him to take responsibility 
for her well-being — to get out 
of bed, to walk and feed her. She 
protects him from PTSD trig¬ 
gers and has given him the con¬ 
fidence to go to school to get his 
bachelor’s degree in construction 
management. He has developed 
ambitious business plans and has 
started a family. 

Another tool 

CCI’s program will start with 
about five local veterans, whose 
dogs will be selected based on 
temperament, energy levels, con¬ 
fidence and reactions to stimuli, 
Birman said. For example, they 
are looking for dogs with a high 
level of confidence, those that in¬ 
teract or snuggle with their han¬ 
dlers, and those attuned to their 
handlers’ emotional states and 
are not reactive to loud sounds. 

CCI officials will be looking to 
fine-tune all of their processes, 
from application procedures to 
pairing and training handlers 
and their new, furry companions 
— and to fit the new program into 
its existing model. It will expand 
to about 20 placements during the 
first year. 

There will be frequent follow¬ 


up meetings to determine how 
the veterans are benefitting from 
the dogs and to see whether there 
are any unforeseen benefits. 

If all goes well, CCI could start 
admitting pohce, fire and emer¬ 
gency medical personnel to the 
program, Birman said. It also 
could start rolling out the program 
in regional centers in the next few 
years. The group also has been 
fundraising to open a PTSD-dedi- 
cated building on its campus. 

“We’ve had the opportunity to 
learn a great deal through the 
screening process; the placement 
process; of course, the training 
process with the dogs and also the 
team-training with veterans with 
PTSD, and we feel now, as the VA 
study is wrapping up, we feel like 
we’d like to carry that momentum 
forward,” Birman said. 

“Service dogs are another tool 
that is available to veterans,” she 
said. “I think the more options 
that we make available to people, 
the more people will be able to, 
hopefully, find something that 
works for them. PTSD can be an 
incredibly debilitating condition 
and really tremendously isolat¬ 
ing, and so, if through these dogs 
we can make a difference in the 
lives of even just a handful of vet¬ 
erans, then it will absolutely have 
been worth it.” 

Davisson said he plans to con¬ 
tinue working with and supporting 
CCI. He is excited for other veter¬ 
ans with PTSD who might get a 
chance to enter the program. 

“I’ve had the best experience 
with Canine Companions for 
Independence,” he said. “They 
make some awesome dogs. [Vel¬ 
vet] is perfectly docile; perfect 
behavior. She never makes any 
mistakes. She’s just phenomenal 
... I wholeheartedly believe veter¬ 
ans will benefit from these dogs, 
without a doubt.” 

burke.matt@stripes.com 



Courtesy of Caleb Davisson 


Caleb Davisson cuddles with Velvet, his service dog. The former 
Marine was paired with one of the first dogs trained for the VA’s 
PTSD study at Canine Companions for Independence. 
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Americans say Congress 
listening to wrong people 



Jon Elswick/AP 


A new poll found that 85 percent of Americans disapprove of the job 
Congress is doing. 


By Laurie Kellman 
AND Emily Swanson 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Looking 
for common ground with your 
neighbor these days? Try switch¬ 
ing subjects from the weather to 
Congress. Chances are, you both 
agree it’s terrible. 

In red, blue or purple states, in 
middle America or on the coasts, 
most Americans loathe the nation’s 
legislature. One big reason: Most 
think lawmakers are listening to 
all the wrong people, suggests a 
new study by researchers at Stan¬ 
ford University and the University 
of California-Santa Barbara with 
The Associated Press-NORC Cen¬ 
ter for Public Affairs Research. 

“We have the best Congress you 
can buy and pay for,” said Chester 
Trahan, 78, of Palm Coast, Fla. 
“Congress, they’re subject to the 
special interest groups, and that’s 
really who’s running the show.” 

Hating Congress has become 
a lasting feature of American 
politics, regardless of which party 
is in power or whether the 435 


House members and 100 senators 
pass lots of legislation or don’t do 
much of anything at all. 

A new poll from the AP-NORC 
Center found that 85 percent of 
Americans, including 89 percent 
of Democrats and 82 percent of 
Republicans, disa.pprove of the 
job Congress is doing. That might 
matter in this midterm elec¬ 
tion year as Republicans defend 
their m^orities in the House and 
Senate. 

In the study by Stanford, UC- 
Santa Barbara and the AP-NORC 
Center, which was conducted in 
2015 and again in 2017, only about 
2 in 10 said they think Congress 
pays much attention to their own 
constituents or Americans as a 
whole, or even give much con¬ 
sideration to the best interests of 
those people. 

Instead, most said Congress 
does listen to lobbyists, donors and 
the wealthy. 

That’s exactly the opposite of 
the way people think Congress 
should function, the study found. 
The highest levels of disapproval 

That disconnect played out in 


the pubhc square this month as 
the nation reeled from yet another 
mass shooting — this time, the 
Valentine’s Day killing of 17 peo¬ 
ple at Marjory Stoneman Doug¬ 
las High School in Parkland, Fla. 
Many raged over what they see as 
the National Rifle Association’s 
power to stifle efforts to tighten 
gun laws, including a ban on as¬ 
sault rifles. 

“Can you tell me right now that 
you will not accept a single do¬ 
nation from the NRA?” student 
Cameron Kasky demanded of 
Sen. Marco Rubio, the Florida Re¬ 
publican who appeared on CNN’s 
“Stand Up” town hall. 

Rubio, one of the gun rights 
groups’ top beneficiaries over his 
pohtical career, would not make 
that pledge. Nor have other con¬ 
gressional Republicans, who are 
overwhelmingly favored by gun 
rights supporters when it comes to 
campaign contributions. 

The disillusionment is not just 
about guns, and it’s not new. Dem¬ 
ocrats and Repubhcans ahke see 
members of Congress as mostly 
hstening to elites and donors rath¬ 


er than the ordinary people they 
represent. 

Congress has rarely been espe¬ 
cially popular in polls conducted 
over the past several decades, but 
approval of the House and Senate’s 
performance has been particular¬ 
ly low over the past several years. 
In polling by Gallup, Congress’ 
approval rating has been below 20 
percent for eight straight years. 

Americans are more likely to 
approve of their own member of 
Congress than of Congress gen¬ 


erally, but even that rating is less 
than stellar. In the latest AP- 
NORC poll, 44 percent of Ameri¬ 
cans — 41 percent of Democrats 
and 50 percent of Republicans 
— approve of the person repre¬ 
senting their district. 

The most recent AP-NORC poll 
of 1,337 adults was conducted Feb. 
15-19 using a sample drawn from 
NORC’s AmeriSpeak Panel, and 
has a margin of sampling error for 
all respondents of plus or minus 
3.9 percentage points. 


Keillor: Relationship with 
accuser ‘romantic writing’ 

By Jeff Baenen 
AND Amy Forliti 

Associated Press 


Sex and campaign funding 
scandals upend Ariz. race 

By Bob Christie 

Associated Press 


MINNEAPOLIS — Garrison 
Keillor described several sexually 
suggestive emails he exchanged 
with a former researcher who ac¬ 
cused him of sexual misconduct 
as “romantic writing” that never 
resulted in a physical relation¬ 
ship, and the radio host rejected 
the idea that because he was her 
boss — and the driving force of 
a hugely popular radio program 
— it could be sexual harassment. 

The woman responded via her 
attorney that Keillor’s power over 
her job made her afraid to say no 
to him. 

In one of his first extended in¬ 
terviews since Minnesota Public 
Radio cut ties over the allega¬ 
tions against the former “A Prai¬ 
rie Home Companion” host in 
November, Keillor said he never 
had a sexual relationship with the 
woman, a freelance contributor 
to the show at the time. 

“No button was unbuttoned, 
and no zipper was unzipped,” 
Keillor told The Associated Press. 
“I never kissed her. ... This was 
a flirtation between two writers 
that took place in writing.” 

Keillor also downplayed his 
power over the woman by por¬ 
traying himself as uninvolved in 
the mundane operations of the 
radio show he created nearly a 
half-century ago and built into a 
powerhouse that attracted mil¬ 
lions of listeners nationwide each 


Saturday evening, spun off as¬ 
sorted businesses and tours and 
inspired a movie. 

“I was not really the boss 
around ‘Prairie Home Compan¬ 
ion,”’ Keillor said. “I was a writer 
sitting in a dim office at a type¬ 
writer, back in the old days.” He 
also said: “I had no control over 
her whatsoever. She worked at 
home.” 

The woman said in an emailed 
response through her attorney 
that Keillor “had the power to 
provide or take away job assign¬ 
ments and opportunities. He 
also acknowledged several times 
that power imbalance between 
us, recognizing how his conduct 
could be offensive when it was 
coming from the person for whom 
I work.” 

She also said she wasn’t inter¬ 
ested in anything but a “collegial” 
relationship with Keillor. 

“He was my mentor and em¬ 
ployer,” she said. “As such, he had 
power over me. Every time I said 
‘no’ or tried to avoid him, I feared 
I was saying ‘no’ to my future.” 

The Associated Press does not 
typically name alleged victims 
of sexual harassment unless they 
have chosen to go public. 

MPR spokeswoman Angie An- 
dresen said the station stands by 
its handling of the claims against 
Keillor. In January, the company 
said the woman had accused 
Keillor of dozens of sexually in¬ 
appropriate incidents over sev¬ 
eral years, including requests for 
sexual contact and explicit sexual 



Jeff Baenen/AP 


Garrison Keillor poses for a 
photo in Minneapolis on Friday. 

communications and touching. 

“Our decision was not based on 
flirtations or fantasies but based 
on facts confirming unacceptable 
behavior in the workplace by a 
person in a position of power over 
someone who worked for him,” 
Andresen said by email. 

Kelly Marinelli, founder of 
Solve HR Inc., a human resourc¬ 
es consulting company in Colora¬ 
do, said even when a relationship 
seems reciprocal, there could be 
problems when one person is the 
boss. 

“In a situation where someone 
has power over another person 
and whether or not they continue 
to receive work ... it’s very diffi¬ 
cult for that to be a real mutual, 
consensual relationship,” she 
said. 


PHOENIX — The closing days 
of the Republican primary to re¬ 
place an Arizona congressman 
who quit in a sex scandal have in¬ 
cluded a top contender admitting 
he received texts from a Senate 
aide posing topless, and a second 
favorite fighting claims of cam¬ 
paign funding improprieties. 

It remains to be seen what the 
impact may be on Tuesday’s con¬ 
test to replace Rep. Trent Franks 
because the state relies heavily on 
mail-in ballots completed before 
the revelations surfaced. 

The 8th Congressional District 
covers much of the western Phoe¬ 
nix suburbs, where a Democrat 
has not been elected in more than 
35 years. A dozen candidates are 
running in the Repubhcan pri¬ 
mary, including two former state 
senators, two former state House 
members and a talk radio host 
who got 29 percent of the vote in 
the 2016 primary against Franks. 

Two Democrats are seeking 
their party’s nomination, hoping 
for a long-shot win in the April 27 
general election. 

Franks, who held the seat since 
2003, resigned in December after 
acknowledging he had discussed 
surrogacy with two female staff¬ 
ers. A former aide told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press that he pressed her to 
carry his child as a surrogate and 
offered her $5 milhon. 

Many observers believe the fa¬ 
vorites in the GOP race are former 
state Sen. Steve Montenegro, a tea 


party favorite backed by Franks, 
and former state Sen. Debbie 
Lesko, who has the support of pop¬ 
ular former Gov. Jan Brewer. 

Montenegro, a married father 
and Christian minister who was 
Franks’ district director, admitted 
last week that reports about the 
texts between him and a former 
Senate aide were true. He said he 
became too close to the woman 
and that while she sent an unsohc- 
ited topless photo, he “never had 
an inappropriate relationship with 
her or anyone else.” 

The staffer’s attorney said Mon¬ 
tenegro had “groomed” her for 
months and that they discussed 
various sexual matters. 

Meanwhile, Lesko is denying 
charges by Montenegro and others 
that her transfer of $50,000 from 
her state campaign committee for 
the primary contest was illegal. 
Lesko was one of the drivers of the 
state’s landmark school voucher 
program and is touting her border 
security plan. 

Another primary candidate, 
former state House member Phil 
Lovas, has filed complaints with 
federal election officials and the 
state attorney general alleging 
Lesko’s cash transfers were ille¬ 
gal. Lovas boasts of his early sup¬ 
port for President Donald Trump, 
although the president has not 
made an endorsement in the race. 
He stepped down from his state 
House seat last year after he was 
appointed to a Small Business Ad¬ 
ministration post in the Trump 
administration. 
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Shooting survivors return to schooi for 1st time 



David Santiago, Miami Herald/AP 


A man signs a banner Sunday at a memorial in Parkland, Fla., for the victims of the 
shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. 


By Terry Spencer 

Associated Press 

PARKLAND, Fla. — The line of stu¬ 
dents and their parents wrapped around 
Stoneman Douglas High School, several 
thousand people entering the campus for 
the first time since a gunman took 17 lives 
nearly two weeks ago. 

They walked solemnly but resolutely Sun¬ 
day through gates that had been locked to 
all but law enforcement and school officials 
since the Valentine’s Day shooting, set to 
collect backpacks and other belongings left 
behind as they fled the massacre. To enter, 
they passed within feet of the three-story 
building where the shooting happened. It 
is now cordoned off by a chain hnk fence 
that was covered with banners from other 
schools showing their solidarity. 

“Just seeing the building was scary,” 
freshman Francesca Lozano said as she 
exited the school with her mom. Still, she 
was happy to see her friends. “That made 
it a lot better.” 

The 3,200-student school reopens 
Wednesday, and administrators said fami¬ 
lies would get phone calls about details later. 
Sunday was a day to ease into the return. 

“Two of my best friends aren’t here any¬ 
more,” said freshman Sammy Cooper, who 
picked up the book bag he had dropped as 
he saw the accused gunman, Nikolas Cruz, 
19, begin shooting. “But I’m definitely going 
to school Wednesday. I will handle it.” 

Junior Sebastian Pena said the gathering 
was a chance to see friends and his teach¬ 
ers, and to “come together as a family.” 

The students were greeted by 17 people 


dressed in white costumes as angels stand¬ 
ing beside a makeshift memorial outside 
the school. Organizer Terry Decarlo said 
the costumes are sent to every mass shoot¬ 
ing and disaster so the survivors “know an¬ 
gels are looking over them and protecting 
them.” Many of those dressed as angels at 
Stoneman Douglas on Sunday were survi¬ 
vors of the 2016 mass shooting at the Orlan¬ 
do nightclub Pulse, where 49 people died. 

Earlier Sunday, Florida Gov. Rick Scott’s 


office said he had asked Florida Depart¬ 
ment of Law Enforcement Commissioner 
Rick Swearingen to investigate the law en¬ 
forcement response to the shooting. 

Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel has 
come under scrutiny after the revelation last 
week that deputy Scot Peterson, the school’s 
assigned security officer, was nearby when 
the shooting began but did not go into the 
building to confront Cruz during the attack. 
The sheriff’s office is also facing a backlash 


for apparently mishandhng some of the 18 
tipster calls related to the suspected shoot¬ 
er. The tips were among a series of what 
authorities now describe as the clearest 
missed warning signs that Cruz, who had a 
history of disturbing behavior, posed a seri¬ 
ous threat. 

Israel defended his leadership Sunday 
and said investigators were looking into 
claims that three other deputies were on 
the scene but failed to enter the school 
when it was still possible to save lives. To 
date, the investigation has pointed to only 
one deputy being on school grounds while 
the killer was present, Israel told CNN. 

Israel also labeled as “absolutely untrue” 
reports that the deputies waited outside 
even though children were inside the build¬ 
ing needing urgent medical treatment. 

House Speaker Richard Corcoran called 
on Scott to suspend the sheriff. 

“In the years leading up to this unspeak¬ 
able tragedy, Sheriff Israel, his deputies, 
and staff ignored repeated warning signs 
about the violent, erratic, threatening and 
antisocial behavior of Nikolas Jacob Cruz,” 
Corcoran said in a letter signed by more 
than 70 lawmakers. 

Scott said in a statement Sunday that 
he understands Corcoran’s concerns but 
added “there must be an independent 
investigation.” 

Israel insisted that lapses were being 
investigated. He told CNN that a deputy 
who responded to a Nov. 30 call referring 
to Cruz as a “school shooter in the making” 
was being investigated by internal affairs 
for not filing a report and had been placed 
on restrictive duty. 


NRA spokeswoman not 
softening pro-gnn stance 

By Tammy Webber 
Associated Press 


Court refuses to rule 
on Trump plan ending 
immigration program 

Associated Press 


CHICAGO — Dana Loesch is 
the public face of the National 
Rifle Association, an organization 
associated with older white men. 

At 39, she’s poised, photogenic 
and a skilled public speaker, yet 
she’s not softening the NR A’s mes¬ 
sage as it becomes an increasingly 
active voice in the nation’s culture 
wars, with positions on everything 
from immigration to the media. 

In the aftermath of the shooting 
deaths of 17 people, mostly stu¬ 
dents, at a Florida high school, it’s 
Loesch who has been the NRA’s 
main messenger. 

The NRA dispatched Loesch 
last week to a CNN town hall, 
where she was questioned by stu¬ 
dents and parents from Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School, 
the site of the Valentine’s Day 
shooting. Often brash and com¬ 
bative, Loesch was measured and 
even-tempered, though she was 
booed when she left the stage. 

Charlie Sykes, a longtime con¬ 
servative radio host who has been 
critical of the NRA, said Loesch’s 
skill is communicating with a 
broad range of Americans while 
retaining the ultra-conservative 
base built by Wayne LaPierre, the 
NRA’s executive vice president 
and CEO since 1991. 

“Imagine Wayne LaPierre sit¬ 
ting in that seat and you reahze 
the significance of Dana,” Sykes 
said. “She can bring the hot sauce 
without having that persona” of an 


angry white man. 

Even before taking over as NRA 
spokeswoman last year, Loesch 
had a robust conservative follow¬ 
ing, cultivated on social media and 
through years of TV and radio ap¬ 
pearances, including on her radio 
program, “The Dana Show.” 

The day after the televised town 
hall, she was back in her more 
familiar mode, speaking at the 
Conservative Political Action Con¬ 
ference near Washington. Loesch 
defended the NRA’s 5 million 
members, who she said “will not 
be gashghted into thinking that 
we’re responsible for a tragedy 
that we had nothing to do with.” 

And, her voice dripping with 
condescension, she addressed 
journalists from the mainstream 
media, who she said “love mass 
shootings” because “crying white 
mothers are ratings gold.” 

Her criticism of the media re¬ 
called an NRA video last summer 
in which she attacked The New 
York Times in a way that some 
on the right and the left feared 
could incite violence. Loesch said 
NRA members have “had it” with 
the newspaper’s “fake news” and 
warned: “Consider this the shot 
across your proverbial bow. ... In 
short? We’re coming for you.” 

Loesch was back on television 
Sunday, defending NRA mem¬ 
bers and arguing against calls to 
ban semi-automatic weapons like 
the one used in the Florida school 
shooting. 

In response, David Hogg, a se¬ 
nior at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 



Jacquelyn Martin/AP 


Dana Loesch, spokeswoman for 
the National Rifle Association, 
speaks at the Conservative 
Political Action Conference at 
National Harbor, Md. 

High School in Parkland, Florida, 
said students were focused on 
countering Loesch as they cam¬ 
paign for tighter gun laws. 

“If you listen to her speak, she’s 
not really saying anything. She’s 
sounding positive and confident 
and that’s what she wants the peo¬ 
ple in the NRA to believe, her 5 
million-plus members,” Hogg said 
on CNN. “She wants them to think 
that she’s on their side, but she’s 
not. She’s actually working with 
the gun manufacturers.” 

Shannon Watts, founder of 
Moms Demand Action for Gun 
Sense in America, said she was not 
in the least reassured by Loesch’s 
appearance at last week’s town 
hall, especially after she attacked 
the media the following day. 

“She’s younger. She’s a woman 
and a mom. She’s television- 
ready,” Watts said. “But her rhet¬ 
oric is just as radicalized, if not 
more, than Wayne LaPierre’s.” 


WASHINGTON — The Su¬ 
preme Court on Monday rejected 
the Trump administration’s highly 
unusual bid to bypass a federal ap¬ 
peals court and get the justices to 
intervene in the fate of a program 
that protects hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of young immigrants from 
deportation. 

The decision affecting “Dream¬ 
ers” means the case will almost 
certainly have to work its way 
through the lower courts before 
any Supreme Court ruling is pos¬ 
sible. And because that could take 
weeks or months, Monday’s deci¬ 
sion also is likely to further reduce 
pressure on Congress to act quick¬ 
ly on the matter. 

The ruling on the Obama-era 
Deferred Action for Childhood Ar¬ 
rivals program, or DACA, wasn’t 
unexpected. 

Justice Department spokesman 
Devin O’Malley acknowledged 
that the court “very rarely” hears 
a case before a lower appeals 
court has considered it, though he 
said the administration’s view was 
“it was warranted” in this case. 

O’Malley said the administra¬ 
tion would continue to defend the 
Homeland Security Department’s 
“lawful authority to wind down 
DACA in an orderly manner.” 

DACA has provided protec¬ 


tion from deportation and work 
permits for about 700,000 young 
people who came to the U.S. as 
children and stayed illegally. 

Last fall, President Donald 
Trump argued that former Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama had exceed¬ 
ed his executive powers when 
he created the program. Trump 
gave lawmakers until March 5 to 
send him legislation to renew the 
program. 

But in recent weeks, federal 
judges in San Francisco and New 
York have made Trump’s deadhne 
temporarily moot. They’ve issued 
injunctions ordering the Trump 
administration to keep DACA in 
place while courts consider legal 
challenges to Trump’s termina¬ 
tion of the program. 

The administration was fighting 
the judges’ rulings in its appeal to 
the Supreme Court. Yet it has not 
tried to block the injunctions that 
force it to continue operating the 
program. 

Congress has struggled to find 
consensus on the issue. The Sen¬ 
ate stalemated on the matter two 
weeks ago, leaving any further 
congressional action in doubt. 

The Supreme Court rarely hears 
a case before a lower appeals court 
has considered it. The fight over 
whether President Richard Nixon 
had to turn over the Watergate 
tapes is one such example. 
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Tribes cut out of 
Calif, pot market 
might grow own 



Bob Andres, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP 

Georgia Sen. Bruce Thompson speaks about the state’s computer crime bill in Atlanta on Feb. 12. 


Ga. bill would target ‘snoopers’ 


By Michael R. Blood 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — American 
Indian tribes that say they have 
been cut out of California’s legal 
marijuana market have raised 
the possibility of going their own 
way by establishing pot busi¬ 
nesses outside the state-regu¬ 
lated system that is less than 2 
months old. 

The tribes floated the idea of 
setting up rival farms and sales 
shops on reservations after con¬ 
cluding that rules requiring them 
to be licensed by the state would 
strip them of authority over their 
own lands and their right to 
self-governance. 

The possibility of the tribes 
breaking away from the state-run 
system is one more challenge for 
California as it attempts to trans¬ 
form its long-standing medicinal 
and illegal marijuana markets 
into a unified, multibillion-dollar 
industry. 

For tribes to participate in the 
state-run market, “they have to 
give up their rights to act as gov¬ 
ernments with regard to canna¬ 
bis,” said Mark Levitan, a tribal 
attorney. 

At issue are legally thorny 
questions about who governs 
whom, taxation and the intersec¬ 
tion of state marijuana laws with 
tribes that the federal govern¬ 
ment recognizes as sovereign na¬ 
tions within the U.S. 

Under regulations issued last 
year, California would retain full 
control over licensing. Tribes 
would have to follow state rules, 
including “submission to all en¬ 
forcement,” to obtain a license to 


grow or sell marijuana. Any ap¬ 
plication must include a waiver 
of “sovereign immunity,” a sort of 
legal firewall that protects tribal 
interests. 

Without state licenses, busi¬ 
nesses cannot take part in the 
legal state pot market. California 
has more than 100 federally rec¬ 
ognized tribes, the most of any 
state, and estimates of the num¬ 
ber either growing and selling 
pot or eager to do so varies, from 
a handful to more than 20. 

Unlike those that have pros¬ 
pered from casino gambling, 
some are in struggling rural 
areas and would welcome a new 
source of cash to improve schools 
and pave roads. 

After long-running negotiations 
between tribes and state officials 
failed to produce an agreement 
before broad legal sales began 
Jan. 1, the California Native 
American Cannabis Association 
warned state officials that tribes 
“may engage in commercial can¬ 
nabis activities through our own 
inherent sovereign authority.” 

If tribes choose to step away 
from California’s market, “the 
state will have no jurisdiction 
to enforce its cannabis laws and 
regulations on tribal lands,” the 
group said in a sharply word¬ 
ed letter to Democratic Gov. 
Jerry Brown’s administration in 
December. 

Tribes “just want to be able to 
do business in the state of Cali¬ 
fornia and elsewhere, just like 
anybody else,” said Paul Chavez, 
former chairman of the Bishop 
Paiute tribe. 


By R. J. Rico 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Lying about your 
weight on an online dating site? 
Checking out who won the Falcons 
game from your work computer? 
Using your computer hacking 
knowledge as an “ethical hacker?” 
Those actions may become illegal 
if a Georgia bill gets voted into 
law, civil liberty advocates say. 

Supporters of a bill making its 
way through the state legislature 
say it’s designed to give law en¬ 
forcement the ability to prosecute 
“online snoopers” — hackers who 
break into a computer system but 
don’t disrupt or steal data. The 
legislation came in response to a 
recent data breach at a Georgia 
university in which unauthorized 
cybersecurity experts noticed the 
vulnerability of Georgia’s voting 
records. 

But opponents say the legisla¬ 
tion is so sweeping it could allow 
prosecutors to go after people who 
violate their user agreements or 
use a work computer for personal 
reasons. They also argue the bill 
will criminalize the “gray hats” of 


the cybersecurity world who use 
their hacking talents to find net¬ 
work weaknesses so they can be 
fixed, even if they never received 
permission to probe. 

“This bill is not intended in any 
way, shape or form to criminal¬ 
ize legitimate behavior,” said Re¬ 
publican Attorney General Chris 
Carr, whose office helped craft the 
measure. 

Carr said only three states 

— Georgia, Virginia and Alaska 

— have no law against online 
“snooping,” in which a hacker nei¬ 
ther disrupts nor steals data. To 
remedy this, the measure crimi¬ 
nalizes “any person who accesses 
a computer or computer network 
with knowledge that such access 
is without authority.” 

The bill is specifically meant to 
stop criminal hacking, Carr said. 

Lawmakers backing the bill, 
which passed the Senate on Feb. 
12, point to the acts of two unau¬ 
thorized cybersecurity experts 
who in 2016 and 2017 discovered 
that a server at Kennesaw State 
University had left Georgia’s 6.7 
million voter records dangerously 
exposed. 


The men reported the vulner¬ 
abilities, but Carr said they should 
never have been snooping in the 
first place. 

“If the research is legitimate, 
why should you not require some¬ 
one to get permission on the front 
end?” Carr said, arguing that it’s 
hard to know what a snooper’s in¬ 
tentions are. 

Andy Green, an information se¬ 
curity lecturer at KSU, said that 
by alerting people at KSU’s Cen¬ 
ter for Election Systems, the men 
prevented the data from falling 
into the wrong hands. 

Criminalizing such acts will 
only deter “ethical hackers” and 
not stop malicious ones. Green 
argued. 

But the measure’s lead sponsor. 
Sen. Bruce Thompson, a Republi¬ 
can, said some hackers have un¬ 
ethical or illegal intentions. 

“When you go out and discover 
that there’s a problem, but you 
aren’t going to freely give it — 
you’re going to make a business of 
it — that’s extortion,” Thompson 
said. 


A fertility doctor’s secret results in a special kinship decades later 


By Sharon Cohen 

Associated Press 

ZIONSVILLE, Ind. — Matt 
White remembers that day in 
September 2016 when a mys¬ 
tery began to unravel that would 
change his life. 

It started when White read a 
news report that Dr. Donald Cline, 
a retired Indianapohs fertility 
specialist, faced charges for lying 
when he denied he’d inseminated 
unwitting patients with his sperm 
decades ago. He checked Cline’s 
address; it was the location of his 
mother’s former doctor. Then he 
found a photo online and saw that 
he resembled Cline. 

“It was just too similar to be 
coincidental,” he said. White had 
long known he was a donor baby, 
but that day he had an eerie feel¬ 
ing he was staring at the man who 


was hkely his biological father. 

Around the same time, Julie 
Harmon saw a TV news story 
about Cline. She’d discovered 
years earlier her blood type indi¬ 
cated she wasn’t the child of both 
her parents. She didn’t follow up 
then, but after watching the re¬ 
port, she said, “I knew something 
was wrong.” 

The TV story featured Jacoba 
Ballard, whose mother, like Har¬ 
mon’s, had been Cline’s patient. 
Harmon contacted Ballard, and 
they traded photos. 

“I looked at pictures of her and 
I knew,” Harmon said. “We even 
part our hair the same.” 

Those two women and White re¬ 
cently crowded into an Indianapo¬ 
lis courtroom to hear Cline receive 
a one-year suspended sentence for 
lying to investigators when he de¬ 
nied wrongdoing. DNA tests deter¬ 


mined he’s the biological father of 
Ballard and another woman whose 
mother was 
his patient. 
Chne apolo¬ 
gized “for 
the pain my 
actions have 
caused,” but 
he didn’t 
specify how 
often he 
used his own 
sperm in 
procedures 
— court documents say he told 
Ballard it was about 50 times. 

Cline’s sentencing, though, 
wasn’t the end of this story. 

In an extraordinary epilogue. 
White, Harmon and Ballard have 
forged a kinship as they wrestle 
with the revelation about their 


identities. They’ve also reached 
out to 21 men and women, all in 
their 30s, who’ve been identified 
through DNA tests as half-siblings 
— evidence, they say, Cline is like¬ 
ly their father, as well. 

Many stay in touch through a 
private Facebook page, and sever¬ 
al gathered last fall for a cookout. 
Harmon and Ballard talk daily. 
Some prefer to remain private, 
but others have attended social 
outings and exchanged childhood 
photos — and confidences. 

“I’ve shared personal stories 
that I haven’t shared with anyone 
but my wife,” White said. “You 
have almost this instant bond 
with people who are not only part 
of this horrible situation but you 
can relate to them on an intimate 
level.” 

White said they’ve joked about 
having a pool of possible bone 


marrow and transplant donors, 
but this DNA discovery has left 
emotional scars too. For the three 
public faces of this unique club, it’s 
been a wrenching experience. 

At Cline’s sentencing in Decem¬ 
ber, Ballard told the judge, “There 
has not been one part of my life 
that has not suffered.” Her DNA 
match to Cline was 99.9997, court 
records show. 

Harmon said that whenever she 
receives an online notification that 
a DNA test has identified another 
half-sibling, she, Ballard or White 
will check Facebook for mutual 
friends who can explain the situ¬ 
ation. Otherwise, one of the three 
will try. 

“Most of these people who are 
taking these tests have no idea 
that they have just opened up Pan¬ 
dora’s box,” she said. 



Cline 
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China censors critics of plan to extend Xi's rule 


By Christopher Bodeen 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — Chinese censors acted 
quickly Monday to remove satirical com¬ 
mentary online about the ruling Commu¬ 
nist Party’s move to enable President Xi 
Jinping to stay in power indefinitely, while 
political observers weighed the possibility 
that China will return to an era of one-man 
rule. 

A day after the party announced a pro¬ 
posed constitutional change to be approved 
next month, Chinese internet users found 
themselves unable to signal approval or 
disapproval by changing their profiles. 
Key search topics such as “serve another 
term” were censored. 

Nevertheless, social media users shared 
images of Winnie the Pooh hugging a jar 
of honey along with the quote, “Find the 
thing you love and stick with it.” 

The Disney bear’s image has been com¬ 
pared to President Xi Jinping, prompting 
periodic blocks on the use of Pooh pictures 
online. 

Other online commenters wrote, “At¬ 
tention, the vehicle is reversing” — an au¬ 
tomated announcement used by Chinese 
delivery vehicles — suggesting that China 
is returning to the era of former dictator 
Mao Zedong or even imperial rule. 

Another widely circulated comment 
played on the intense pressure young 
Chinese often face from their parents to 


marry and to produce 
grandchildren. 

“My mother told me 
that I have to get married 
during Xi Dada’s presi¬ 
dential term,” it said, 
using a reference for Xi 
typically translated as 
“Big Uncle Xi.” 

“Now I can finally 
breathe a long sigh of re¬ 
lief,” the post read. 

Not all the censored posts were critical 
of the proposal to eliminate term limits. 
Some users pointed out that countries like 
Germany and Canada also do not have term 
limits for their leaders, while others simply 
commented on news of the announcement 
with, “witnessing history.” 

The country’s rubber-stamp parlia¬ 
ment, the National People’s Congress, is all 
but certain to pass the amendment when 
it meets for its annual session early next 
month. Under the 1982 constitution, the 
president is limited to two five-year terms 
in office, but Xi — already China’s most 
powerful leader since Mao — appears to 
want additional terms to see through his 
agenda of fighting corruption, eliminat¬ 
ing poverty and transforming China into 
a modem, leading nation by the middle of 
the century. 

Or, some speculated, he simply could 
wish to retain near-absolute power for as 
long as possible. 


“It is most likely that it will turn into a 
post of lifelong tenure,” said Zhang Ming, 
a retired political scientist who formerly 
taught at Beijing’s Renmin University. 

A retired Beijing railroad worker who 
gave only his surname, Liu, said he ap¬ 
proved of Xi’s performance during his first 
five years in office and voiced no objection 
to the lifting of term limits. 

“As the leader, he has done pretty well 
in terms of reform and economic growth,” 
said Liu, 67. “In foreign policy, he also did 
a good job by taking tough positions in the 
face of provocations from the US.” 

Xi has made robust diplomacy and a 
muscular military posture in the South 
China Sea and elsewhere a hallmark of his 
style of rule and more can be expected in 
coming years, experts said. 

In terms of trade relations with the 
US., entrenched differences between the 
world’s No. 1 and No. 2 economies likely 
will remain, said James Zimmerman, for¬ 
mer chairman of the American Chamber 
of Commerce in China. 

“This announcement on the one hand po¬ 
tentially means continuity, predictability 
and stability. But, on the other hand, it also 
means more of the same; namely, stalled 
market reforms and limitations on market 
access,” Zimmerman said. 

Professor and political commentator Hu 
Xingdou said he doubted that Xi wants to 
be president for life, but there were con¬ 
cerns that China could “slide into a kind 


of fascism or personal dictatorship, which 
will cause very serious consequences.” 

“Many consider this a lifetime tenure, 
but I think it will probably be extended to 
three or four terms. Maybe an unspoken 
agreement has been reached inside the 
Chinese Communist Party that one has to 
step down after three or four terms,” Hu 
said. 

However long Xi wishes to hold on to 
office, he currently faces little opposition 
from within the party or mainstream soci¬ 
ety. Xi already has a firm grip on power as 
head of the military and as party general 
secretary, a position for which there are no 
term limits, and has eliminated all chal¬ 
lenges to his leadership. 

China holds no competitive elections for 
leadership posts, and the body responsible 
for reappointing Xi to a second five-year 
term and amending the constitution next 
month generally approves the party’s pre¬ 
ordained decisions. 

In its announcement Sunday, the official 
Xinhua News Agency said simply that the 
party’s Central Committee proposed to re¬ 
move from the constitution the expression 
that China’s president and vice president 
“shall serve no more than two consecutive 
terms.” 

Xi appeared to signal his intention at last 
year’s party national congress by break¬ 
ing with the convention of appointing an 
heir apparent to the all-powerful Politburo 
Standing Committee. 



Nigerian government 
acknowledges 110 
girls are still missing 



Alessandra Tarantino/AP 


Sculptor Francesca Antonello molds snow into a face Monday in Rome as people look out toward the 
ancient Roman Forum. 

Rome blanketed by a rare snowfall 


By Nicole Winfield 

Associated Press 

ROME — Romans woke up to 
a rare snowfall Monday after an 
Arctic storm passing over much 
of Europe dumped enough snow 
to force schools to close and public 
transportation to reduce services. 

Italy’s civil protection agen¬ 
cy decided to deploy the army 
to clear streets in the capital 
after the snowfall paralyzed 
Rome with just a few inches of 
accumulation. 

Parks that usually stay green 
through winter were blanketed 
with snow, giving eager Romans 
a rare opportunity to go sled¬ 


ding. Even the Circo Massimo 
became a hot spot for snowball 
fights, while Piazza Navona, 
with its famed Bernini fountains, 
turned into a snow-dusted winter 
wonderland. 

Rome’s Mediterranean climate 
and proximity to the sea usu¬ 
ally result in mild winters such 
that restaurants often keep out¬ 
door seating open even through 
the coldest months of the year. 
As a result, the Monday morn¬ 
ing snowfall, though not huge in 
quantity, brought excited young 
Romans out to play in the snow or 
to walk in the slush. 

Mayor Virginia Raggi signed 
an ordinance Sunday evening 


closing public schools as a pre¬ 
caution, and many private ones 
followed suit. 

Elsewhere in much of north¬ 
ern and central Italy, the storm 
also closed schools and disrupted 
transportation. 

Snow and freezing tempera¬ 
tures have a grasp on some parts 
of Germany as meteorologists re¬ 
ported a record cold for this win¬ 
ter of minus 16.6 degrees on the 
Zugspitze mountain in the Alps. 

The German Weather Service 
said Monday that the overnight 
temperatures also were low in 
the south and east of the country, 
where they went down to 5 de¬ 
grees in parts. 


By Haruna Umar 
AND Sam Olukoya 
Associated Press 

MAIDUGURI, Nigeria—Nige¬ 
ria’s government acknowledged 
Sunday that 110 girls remain 
missing nearly a week after Boko 
Haram militants attacked their 
town. Frustrated family mem¬ 
bers already had compiled a list 
of missing girls after saying offi¬ 
cials were being slow to respond. 

The fate of the girls is not 
known, but witnesses said the 
Islamic extremists specifically 
asked where the girls’ school 
was located. Some eyewitnesses 
reporting seeing young women 
taken away at gunpoint. 

Information Minister Lai Mo¬ 
hammed made the announcement 
Sunday after meetings were held 
with family members and others, 
some of whom have criticized the 
government for taking days to 
make such an announcement. 

Air Force spokesman Olatokun- 
bo Adesanya said in a statement 
Sunday that “the renewed efforts 
at locating the girls are being con¬ 
ducted in close liaison with other 
surface security forces.” 

Many fear the girls were ab¬ 
ducted as brides for Boko Haram 
extremists. The group kidnapped 
276 girls from a boarding school 
in Chibok in 2014 and forced them 
to marry their captors. About 100 
of the Chibok girls have never re¬ 
turned to their families in nearly 


four years. 

The militants arrived Monday 
evening in the town of Dapchi 
in Nigeria’s Yobe state, sending 
many fleeing into the surround¬ 
ing bush amid a hail of gunfire. 
While Nigeria’s president has 
called the girls’ disappearances 
a “national disaster,” local of¬ 
ficials at first falsely indicated 
that some of those abducted were 
rescued while others were hiding 
and would return in the coming 
days. 

Bashir Manzo, whose daugh¬ 
ter, Fatima, is among the miss¬ 
ing, said the chances the children 
are merely hiding in the bush are 
slim. 

“All those that fled into the 
bush had been brought back to 
the school on Tuesday, and a roll 
call was taken, after which they 
had all gone home to meet their 
parents,” he said. 

Nigeria’s president said earlier 
that no effort will be spared to lo¬ 
cate them. 

“The entire country stands 
as one with the girls’ families, 
the government and the people 
of Yobe State,” President Mu- 
hammadu Buhari said earlier 
in the week. “This is a national 
disaster. We are sorry that this 
could have happened and share 
your pain. We pray that our gal¬ 
lant armed forces will locate and 
safely return your missing family 
members.” 
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The culture 

By Danny Meyer 
Special To The Washington Post 

T he Labor Department has pro¬ 
posed a policy change that, if 
implemented, would designate 
restaurant employers as “own¬ 
ers” of tips paid by patrons. The proposal 
claims to give employers the freedom 
to distribute tips more equitably among 
workers but doesn’t require that distribu¬ 
tion, or any distribution at all — mean¬ 
ing employers could legally keep tips for 
themselves. This parts with decades of 
Fair Labor Standards Act policy in which 
tips are considered the property of work¬ 
ers. Why would you bother leaving a tip in 
the first place if you have no idea in whose 
pocket it might or might not end up? 

On one hand, it is heartening to see that 
the Labor Department has shown some 
willingness to rethink the arcane restric¬ 
tions around tip distribution. Under cur¬ 
rent regulation, tips can be shared only 
with “guest-facing” service staff, which 
means cooks and dishwashers take home 
considerably less. That has created a trou¬ 
bling wage disparity, and our industry is 
fed up. But dictating tip distribution is not 
the way to solve the problem. Tips them¬ 
selves are the problem, and we need to stop 
relying on them as a means to compensate 
this massive workforce. 

Two years ago, my company. Union 
Square Hospitality Group, decided to do 
just that. We began the process of elimi¬ 
nating tips in our New York restaurants 
and built the full cost of compensating our 
entire staff into our menu prices. We did 
it to decrease the pay gap between serv¬ 
ers and cooks and to provide transparency 
into the true cost of operating a restaurant. 


By Jeffrey J. Selingo 

The Washington Post 

A bout three-fourths of students 
who attend four-year colleges 
graduate with loan debt. That’s up 
from about half of students three 
decades ago. 

Whether students have debt — and how 
much — depends greatly on the school they 
attend. Graduates of private colleges, for 
instance, are more likely than those from 
public institutions to have debt. Students 
who attend wealthy selective colleges — 
some of which cover the full cost of atten¬ 
dance for financially needy students — are 
less likely to have debt than those who at¬ 
tend expensive lower-tier colleges. 

Unlike a mortgage or a car loan, student 
loans aren’t based on complicated formu¬ 
las about what an applicant can afford to 
pay. The federal government suggests that 
no more than 15 percent of income should 
go toward paying student-loan debt. But 
the problem is few high school seniors 
know what they might earn in the decade 
after college when they will be paying off 
their loans. 

At this time of year, as high school se¬ 
niors and parents weigh college decisions 
and financial aid offers, the question I in¬ 
evitably get is this: How much is too much 
debt to take on to pay for an undergraduate 
degree? Recently, I asked a few experts to 
weigh in on this question. Several told me 
a rule of thumb is that total undergraduate 
borrowing should be limited to what you 
might expect to make your first year after 
graduation. By that measure, many college 
graduates seem to be doing well: Average 
debt is about $37,000 and first-year sala¬ 
ries are close to $40,000, on average. 

“If total debt is less than annual income. 


of tipping is 

More significantly, we did it to provide our 
employees with the professionalism that is 
standard in most other industries: 

■ Consistent and predictable wages. On 
a snowy night — or a slow Monday after 
a holiday — a tipped employee won’t go 
home with much of a return for the hours 
worked. Do you get paid less at your job on 
days when the weather is lousy? 

■ A clearer path for career development. 
In a tip house, cooks work for the chef, while 
servers work for the countless guests they 
serve — many of whom just aren’t knowl¬ 
edgeable bosses. Removing tips means the 
responsibility to compensate is fully our 
own, so pay can become a true reflection 
of merit, and we can determine what the 
path for career growth looks like. Why are 
we entrusted with doing that for our cooks 
but not our servers? 

■ Work-life balance. Servers make more 
money when they work the lucrative week¬ 
end dinner shifts. But what about the server 
who is a parent, who just might want to be 
with family over the weekend? In tip-free 
restaurants, workers’ wages are more con¬ 
sistent shift to shift. Flexible scheduling 
aside. I’ll go out on a limb and suggest that 
most tip houses do not provide their tipped 
employees with a 401(k) plan, a generous 
parental leave plan (at USHG, all new par¬ 
ents — birth or adoptive — are eligible), 
English as a Second Language education, 
paid time off and health care. 

■ Eliminating the served-servant power 
dynamic. It has been documented that tip¬ 
ping increases the incidences of discrimi¬ 
nation and guest-driven sexual harassment, 
as certain patrons expect something more 
in exchange for their tip than just speedy 
service. For the multitude of servers who 
bring hospitality from their hearts, it is 


you should be able to repay your student 
loans in 10 years or less,” said Mark Kan- 
trowitz, an author of four books on finan¬ 
cial aid. 

But others said an appropriate amount 
of debt shouldn’t be defined by one data 
point because there are too many variables 
— from family finances to choice of school 
and m^or. 

“Debt in an amount that causes the stu¬ 
dents or the family stress — whether be¬ 
fore, during or after college — is too much 
debt,” said Sara Goldrick-Rab, author of 
“Paying the Price: College Costs, Finan¬ 
cial Aid, and the Betrayal of the Ameri¬ 
can Dream” and a professor at Temple 
University. 

Andrew B. Palumbo, dean of admissions 
and financial aid at Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute, said how much to borrow for col¬ 
lege “is an inherently personal decision 
that is best made after conducting thought¬ 
ful research.” 

Students and their parents, he said, 
“should know their school’s graduation 
rate, loan default rate and the likely return 
on investment for the mqjor they choose.” 

Such information is easily found because 
of a bevy of consumer-friendly Web sites 
introduced in recent years. Most useful is 
the College Scorecard from the U.S. De¬ 
partment of Education (collegescorecard. 
ed.gov), which includes five key pieces of 
data about a college: costs, graduation rate, 
loan default rate, average amount bor¬ 
rowed and employment. 

The College Scorecard is not without 
shortcomings. When it comes to earnings 
after graduation, a student’s m^or mat¬ 
ters, so institutional data are not as help¬ 
ful as information specific to individual 
academic programs. In Colorado, Florida, 
Minnesota, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia and 


the problem 

liberating to eliminate any sense that they 
must put up with unwelcome behavior. 

Forswearing tips hasn’t been easy for 
many of our stakeholders — especially 
when the policy was first put in place. 
While cooks and entry-level managers got 
an immediate raise, some longtime din¬ 
ing-room servers, who had worked their 
way to lucrative weekend dinner shifts, 
took an initial pay cut. Some guests were 
taken aback by escalated menu prices, now 
that the cost of compensating service em¬ 
ployees is built in. (Most appreciate that 
there is no tip line on the guest check and 
also enjoy not having to buy their jacket 
back from the coat check.) And given that 
menu prices haven’t been raised quite high 
enough to cover all of our costs associated 
with eliminating tipping, investors are 
rightly concerned about near-term profit 
margins. But this is a long-term strategy 
to do the right thing, which almost always 
ends up being better for the bottom line. 

Tipping servers is deeply ingrained in 
American dining culture, and it certainly 
won’t disappear overnight. But the Labor 
Department’s proposal does nothing to 
advance the sustainability and profes¬ 
sionalism of working in our industry, and 
it might make things far worse. The de¬ 
partment should rescind this proposal and 
continue its legacy of protecting restaurant 
workers and their wages. Tipping comes 
with more than enough systemic problems. 
But until the day they’ve been eliminated 
everywhere, tips must remain rightfully in 
the pockets of the people who earn them 
and not surreptitiously in the hands of 
management. 

Danny Meyer is chief executive officer of Union 
Square Hospitality Group in New York City, 
founder of Shake Shack, and author of “Setting 
the Table.” 


Washington, students can search public 
databases for yearly earnings of graduates 
of institutions within the state, by m^or. So 
it’s possible to determine, for example, how 
much a psychology mqjor from Virginia’s 
George Mason University earns compared 
with one from Virginia’s James Madison 
University ($28,195 vs. $24,711). 

Paying for college is not just a one-year 
endeavor, of course. Students and their 
parents tend to pay close attention to how 
much debt they will take on when choosing 
a school, but less once enrolled. 

As a reporter who has interviewed hun¬ 
dreds of undergraduates over the years, I 
have found that they are generally terrible 
at keeping track of how much debt they 
have. A 2014 study by economists at the 
Federal Reserve and Iowa State University 
found that nearly 10 percent of students 
underestimated their total debt by more 
than $10,000. That’s one reason why three 
states — Florida, Indiana and Nebraska 
— require colleges and universities by law 
to provide detailed information about stu¬ 
dent debt and projected loan payments to 
students. 

Economists often remind us that educa¬ 
tion debt is good debt. Taking on a student 
loan seems like a good investment, when 
placed next to the lower unemployment 
rate for college graduates and the lifetime 
payoff of a bachelor’s degree. While a col¬ 
lege degree might make good economic 
sense, one at any cost doesn’t. Education 
debt may be good debt, but even too much 
of a good thing can hurt you. 

Jeffrey J. Selingo is the author of “There Is Life 
After College,” about how today’s graduates 
launch into their careers. He is former editor of 
the Chronicle of Higher Education, a professor of 
practice at Arizona State University, a trustee of 
Ithaca College and a visiting scholar at Georgia 
Tech’s Center for 21st Century Universities. 


How much is too much to pay for college? 
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THE CENSUS 


$1M 


The value of marijuana a man is accused of stashing into fake boulders in an attempt to ship it from Springfield, Ore., to 
Oklahoma City. A federal complaint filed Friday accuses Curran Manzer, 37, of possession with intent to distribute more 
than 100 pounds of marijuana. A probable cause document says Springfield police began investigating Manzer after the 
United Parcel Service discovered Manzer attempting to ship packages that smelled of pot out of state. 





Ginger Perry, The Winchester (Va.) Star/AP 


A plush patient 


Shenandoah University Nursing student Tucker Hackett, left, takes the temperature of David Hall’s Clifford the Big Red Dog plush toy 
Saturday at the children’s Teddy Bear Clinic during the 24th annual Valley Health Community Wellness Festival at the Apple Blossom 
Mall in Winchester, Va. The Wellness Festival offers health information, free or reduced-price screenings, healthy cooking and fitness 
demonstrations and children’s activities. 


Police: Mom, sons hurt 
teen in revenge hit, run 

LA HABRA — A Los 
Angeles County woman 
is accused of intentionally strik¬ 
ing a teenage boy with a car be¬ 
fore her two juveniles sons beat 
him up in what police are calling 
a revenge hit-and-run. 

Investigators say the teen vic¬ 
tim had gotten into an altercation 
with the woman’s sons before 
she allegedly ran him over in La 
Habra. 

Police Lt. Brian Miller said 
Friday that officers responded to 
what initially was reported as a 
traffic collision. The injured teen 
was hospitalized with moderate 
injuries. 

Miller said detectives tracked 
down the suspected vehicle and 
arrested the 41-year-old woman 
and her sons. They could face as¬ 
sault charges. 

NYPD: Men lured on 
dating site and robbed 

ly Y YORK — Police 

1 say potential romance 
turned out to be robbery instead 
for several men who had their 
possessions stolen when they 
showed up to meet someone they 
had been communicating with on 
a dating site. 

The New York Police Depart¬ 
ment said five men were lured 
to a Bronx building in December 
and January. They each told au¬ 
thorities they had gone there to 
meet a woman and instead were 
faced with two or three men who 
took items including phones, bank 
debit cards and cash. 

Police said two men have been 
arrested in connection with the 
robberies and a third is being 
sought. Authorities also are look¬ 
ing for a 16-year-old girl in con¬ 
nection with the accounts used in 
the dating profiles. 

Woman, 99, calms man 
who held her hostage 

■ IT WEST VALLEY CITY 
W I — A 99-year-old Utah 
woman who was held hostage 
for several hours said she helped 
calm the suspect during a tense 
standoff with police. 

KSTU-TV in Salt Lake City 
reported Unified Police arrested 
Freddy Alexander Velasquez, 18, 
following a standoff with SWAT 
officers in West Valley City, where 
he allegedly held Doris Rucker 
Wasden at gunpoint. 

Police allege Velasquez broke 
into Wasden’s home about mid¬ 
night Saturday and pointed a gun 
at her grandchildren, who es¬ 
caped. But Wasden was unable to 
leave with her grandchildren. 

Wasden said she talked to 
Velasquez for several hours be¬ 
fore he released her and then 
surrendered. 

Woman gets prison for 
drug-linked crime spree 

lAfY CASPER — A Wyo- 
WW 1 ming woman who 
pleaded guilty to her role in a 
drug-related crime spree has 
been sentenced to 20 years in fed¬ 
eral prison. 

KTWO-AM reported U.S. 


District Judge Scott Skavdahl 
sentenced Santana Keener on 
Thursday to 20 years in prison for 
conspiracy to distribute drugs, 
aiding and abetting a carjacking 
and a firearms charge. 

Keener was arrested in June by 
officers investigating drug traf¬ 
ficking. Keener was driving when 
officers initiated a pursuit. 

Her co-defendant, Christopher 
Eads, allegedly shot at pursuing 
officers, assaulted a woman, stole 
her car, assaulted a Glenrock po¬ 
lice officer and stole his car, aban¬ 
doned it and stole another car, 
leading officers on a pursuit that 
ended in a standoff in Casper. 

The Casper Star-Tribune re¬ 
ported Eads faces sentencing 
in March on six felonies includ¬ 
ing drug and firearms charg¬ 
es, assaulting an officer and 
carjacking. 

12 charged in high 
school basketball brawl 

PA CLAIRTON — A dozen 
Wi adults and juveniles 

have been charged in a brawl ear¬ 
lier this month at a high school 
boys’ basketball game in western 
Pennsylvania. 

Clairton police filed charges 
Friday against six adults and six 
juveniles on counts of disorderly 
conduct in the Feb. 6 melee at the 
Clairton-Monessen game. 


Video on social media showed 
dozens of fans spilling onto the 
court in an all-out brawl after a 
fourth-quarter fight between two 
players. 

The Western Pennsylvania 
Interscholastic Athletic League 
placed the school districts on five 
years’ probation for all sports, 
with violations to mean a tourna¬ 
ment ban for that sport for that 
season. 

The league also ordered sports¬ 
manship programs and a limit on 
presale tickets to upcoming play¬ 
off games. 

Albatross, 67, welcomes 
chick at Midway Atoll 

m HONOLULU — A re¬ 
nowned 67-year-old bird 
is a mother again. 

Hawaii News Now reported 
Thursday that the albatross 
named Wisdom is the world’s old¬ 
est known wild breeding bird. 

Officials said Wisdom wel¬ 
comed her new chick Feb. 6 at the 
Midway Atoll National Wildlife 
Refuge. 

Midway Atoll and Battle of 
Midway National Memorial in 
the Papahanaumokuakea Marine 
National Monument are home to 
more than 3 million seabirds. The 
birds return each year to rest, lay 
eggs and raise chicks. 


Hiker missing for 6 days 
in Yosemite is found 

^ A YOSEMITE — A well- 
prepared California 
hiker missing for six days in the 
backcountry of Yosemite National 
Park has been found. 

The National Park Service told 
San Francisco Bay Area news sta¬ 
tion KTVU-TV that Alan Chow, of 
Oakland, was found hydrated and 
in good health. A ranger in a he¬ 
licopter spotted him Friday after 
an extensive search. 

Chow planned an overnight 
backpacking trip alone and was 
last seen Feb. 17. He wasn’t offi¬ 
cially noticed to be missing until 
three days later. 

Yosemite park ranger Scott 
Gediman said Chow got lost, then 
set up his tent and stayed put until 
he was found. 

Jail deputy held over 
sex with female inmate 

€^€\ GREELEY — A Colo- 
rado deputy is accused 
of having sex with a woman while 
she was being held in jail. 

The Weld County Sheriff’s Of¬ 
fice said Zachary Cullison, 26, 
was arrested Friday on suspicion 
of sexual conduct in a correction¬ 
al institution. 

The Greeley Tribune reported 


that investigators believe Culli¬ 
son and a female inmate had con¬ 
sensual sex in a bathroom, out of 
view of security cameras. 

Cullison began working at the 
jail in August 2016. He’s been 
placed on unpaid leave. 

Federal team probing 
deadly house explosion 

TV" DALLAS — Federal 
I VV authorities are inves¬ 
tigating a suspected natural gas 
leak that caused an explosion at 
a newly renovated house in Dal¬ 
las, killing a 12-year-old girl and 
injuring four other members of 
her family. 

The National Transportation 
Safety Board said it was sending 
a three-person team Sunday to 
look into the blast. Firefighters on 
Friday found the home shattered 
but no fire. Four injured people 
were in the front yard and one 
of them was holding the uncon¬ 
scious girl. Authorities said Linda 
Rogers was pronounced dead at a 
hospital. 

Two other gas-related problems 
were reported this month in the 
neighborhood, where a construc¬ 
tion crew has been working. City 
officials on Saturday lifted a man¬ 
datory evacuation order for about 
300 families in the area but natu¬ 
ral gas service was suspended. 
From wire reports 
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‘Black Panther’ stays strong 
with $108M second weekend 


Biopic of Flamin’ Hot Cheetos inventor in works 


By Brian Lisi 

New York Daily News 

This could get cheesy. 

Hollywood has more than warmed up to 
the idea of a biopic about the inventor of the 
ever-popular Flamin’ Hot Cheetos. 

Following a heated bargaining process 
that saw multiple film studios wanting to get 
their hands covered in spicy red snack dust, 
Fox Searchlight walked away carrying the 
bag, Variety reports. 

The film will tell the true story of Richard 
Montanez, an immigrant’s son who started 
life picking produce around Southern Cali¬ 
fornia before he landed a job as a janitor at a 
Frito-Lay plant. 

Inspired by the Mexican dish elote (corn 
dusted with spices), the then-55-year-old 
thought to add some chili powder to unfla¬ 
vored Cheetos, producing a fiery iteration of 
the popular snack food that would turn out 
to be an incredibly profitable idea and get 
him a job as the head of Multicultural Sales 
& Community Promotions at PepsiCo. 

“I had two weeks to prepare a presenta¬ 
tion for the company executives,” Montanez 
told Fox News Latino, describing how he 


had to go to the library to learn about mar¬ 
keting strategy from a book. 

Besides the promotion and instant life¬ 
style upgrade, the in¬ 
vention also earned 
Montanez the title of 
“Godfather of Multi- 
culturalMarketing.” 

“Many times, 
greatness will 
come in ridiculous 
forms,” he said. 

“A ridiculous idea 
might be a billion- 
dollar idea.” 

“Ghosts of 
Mississippi” 
screenwriter 
Lewis Colick 
will author the 
script, having 
developed the 
pitch for the 
movie along¬ 
side Montanez 
and pro¬ 
ducer DeVon '■ ^ ') 

Franklin. ^ ■' 


Associated Press 

“Black Panther” scored one of 
the best second weekends ever 
with an estimated $108 million in 
ticket sales, putting it on track to 
rank among the highest-grossing 
blockbusters ever. 

Ryan Coogler’s Marvel sensa¬ 
tion is on a box-office course that 
few films have managed, accord¬ 
ing to studio estimates Sunday. 
It is only the fourth film to earn 
$100 million in its second week¬ 
end, along with “Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens” ($149.2 million), 
“Jurassic World” ($106.6 mil¬ 
lion) and “The Avengers” ($103.1 
million). 

Only “The Force Awakens” 
had a better second weekend than 
“Black Panther,” which dropped 
47 percent after its opening week¬ 
end of $201.8 million. 

“Black Panther” has grossed 
$400 million domestically and 

$704 million worldwide in two 
weeks. The film, star¬ 
ring Chadwick Bose- 
man and Michael B. 
Jordan, has held even 
better overseas, where 
it dropped 42 percent 
this weekend. Its release 
in China, the world’s sec¬ 


ond-largest film market, is set for 
March 9. 

“Whatever your projections 
for ‘Black Panther’ might be, just 
increase them by 20 percent and 
you might be on point,” said Paul 
Dergarabedian, senior media 
analyst for comScore. “Now the 
question isn’t so much if it gets to 
$1 billion, but how far beyond that 
number does it go.” 

The results so far put it in the 
company of “Jurassic World,” 
which ended up grossing $1.67 
billion worldwide, and “The 
Avengers,” which ultimately 
hauled in $1.52 billion. Both rank 
among the top five of all time, not 
accounting for inflation. 

The film’s success didn’t ap¬ 
pear to hurt the new releases. 

Faring the best was “Game 
Night,” starring Jason Bateman 
and Rachel McAdams. The com¬ 
edy, which cost about $37 mil¬ 
lion to make and was directed by 
John Francis Daley and Jonathan 
Goldstein, debuted with $16.6 
million, coming in slightly above 
forecasts. 

Alex Garland’s sci-fi thriller 
“Annihilation,” starring Natalie 
Portman, also debuted with some 
momentum thanks to strong re¬ 
views. It opened with $11 million. 


Kevin Smith says he had a heart attack 


5 ^: 


Winfrey praises Florida students as ^warriors of the light’ 


Oprah Winfrey has nothing but praise for the 
Florida school shooting survivors who have chan¬ 
neled angst into activism, calling them “warriors 
of the light” and comparing them to civil rights 
pioneers. 

In an interview with The Associated Press on 
Feb. 24, Winfrey drew parallels between the teens 
and the Freedom Riders of the 1960s, who rode 
buses into southern states in protest of racial seg¬ 
regation. Winfrey called the Parkland students’ 
protests for gun control “a proud moment.” 

“It’s an evolving moment for our country. The 
same thing happened, as you know, back in the 
’50s and ’60s for the civil rights movement,” Win¬ 
frey said. “Young people said, ‘We will not tolerate 
what our ancestors have tolerated. We have had 
enough and we’re willing to fight for it and willing 
to march in the streets for it and, if necessary, die 
for it.’” 

Winfrey spoke while promoting the upcoming 
film “A Wrinkle in Time,” directed by Ava Du- 
Vernay and featuring her, Reese Witherspoon and 
Mindy Kaling. The film is adapted from Madeleine 
L’Engle’s science-fiction fantasy novel. 

“These young people get to be literally warriors 
of the light,” Winfrey said. “That’s what they’re 
trying to do. They’re trying to — through their 
voices, through the March For Our Lives — say 
‘We will not let this happen again. We are going to 
do what we can to banish the darkness.’ ” 

The former talk show host last week matched a 
$500,000 donation by George and Amal Clooney 
to the students’ planned marches, including one on 






Jordan Strauss, Invision/AP 

Oprah Winfrey 

March 24 in Washington, D.C. 

The Feb. 14 mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School that left 17 people dead has 
sparked calls for walkouts, sit-ins and other ac¬ 
tions on school campuses across the U.S. 

Winfrey also again reacted to President Donald 
Trump’s recent tweeting about her in which he 
called her “very insecure.” 

“Nobody wants to be hate-tweeted, especially 
by the president,” said Winfrey. “So it’s not a com¬ 
fortable thing I think for anybody on social media 
who’s had somebody say something about you that 
you didn’t feel was true. But I believe that you meet 
any kind of negativity in your life, that you meet it 
with light.” 

From The Associated Press 


Actor-director Kevin Smith 

says he had a “massive” heart 
attack after performing at a Los 
Angeles comedy show Sunday 
night. 

Smith said on Twitter early 
Monday morning that if he hadn’t 
canceled his second show Sunday 
and gone to the hospital, he would 
have died. Smith credited a doc¬ 
tor with saving his life after the 
47-year-old “Clerks” filmmaker 
suffered a total blockage of his left 
coronary artery, often referred to 
as “the widow maker.” 

Smith posted a photo of himself 
lying in a hospital bed looking 
stunned. He added: “For now. I’m 
still above ground.” 

Michelle Obama memoir 
coming in November 

Michelle Obama’s memoir, one 
of the most highly anticipated 
books in recent years, is coming 
out Nov. 13. 

The former first lady tweeted 
Sunday that the book, to come out 
a week after the 2018 midterm 
elections, is called “Becoming.” 
By Sunday night, her memoir was 
in the top 20 on Amazon.com. 

“Writing ‘Becoming’ has been 
a deeply personal experience,” 
she said in a statement. “It has al¬ 
lowed me, for the very first time, 
the space to honestly reflect on 
the unexpected trajectory of my 
life. In this book, I talk about my 
roots and how a little girl from the 
South Side of Chicago found her 
voice and developed the strength 
to use it to empower others. I 
hope my journey inspires read¬ 
ers to find the courage to become 
whoever they aspire to be. I can’t 
wait to share my story.” 

She and her husband, former 
President Barack Obama, last 


year reached a joint agreement 
with Penguin Random House for 
their respective books. The deal 
is believed to be well in excess of 
$30 million. 

Other news 

■ “Touch Me Not,” an experi¬ 
mental movie about intimacy 
from Romanian director Adina 
Pintilie, won the top Golden Bear 
prize at the Berlin International 
Film Festival on Feb. 24. Ameri¬ 
can Wes Anderson was named 
best director for his animated 
movie “Isle of Dogs.” 

■ An HBO biopic starring A1 
Pacino as late Penn State football 
coach Joe Paterno will premiere 
April 7. HBO has said the film will 
be directed by Barry Levinson 
and will focus on Paterno deal¬ 
ing with fallout from the child sex 
abuse scandal involving former 
assistant coach Jerry Sandusky. 

■ Indian actress Sridevi 
drowned in her hotel bathtub 
after losing consciousness, the 
Dubai police said in a statement 
Monday, though two police offi¬ 
cials said she was also under the 
influence of alcohol at the time. 
The 54-year-old, who for years 
was one of Bollywood’s top ac¬ 
tresses, died late Feb. 24 while in 
Dubai for a wedding. 

■ British actress Emma 
Chambers, known for her roles 
in “The Vicar of Dibley” tele¬ 
vision series and the romantic 
comedy “Netting Hill,” has died 
at 53. Her agent John Grant said 
Saturday that Chambers had died 
of natural causes on Wednesday 
evening. 

■ Nanette Fabray, the viva¬ 
cious, award-winning star of the 
stage, film and television, died 
Feb. 22 at age 97. 

From The Associated Press 
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Turning a want into a need 

2018 Ford F-150 has the right balance of comfort, convenience, capability 


By Robert Duffer 
Chicago Tribune 

T he 2018 Ford F-150 has just the 
right balance of capability, com¬ 
fort and convenience to make 
you feel that what you want is 
what you need. That is the success story of 
America’s best-selling vehicle for nearly 
four decades: to convince the market that 
want and need are the same. 

I know I’m not alone in this not-need. 
“Daddy, I want a truck,” says my daughter, 
all the time. The guys in the neighborhood 
give trucks the thrice-over much more 
thoroughly than any luxury sports cars 
I’ve tested. 

There are plenty of people who actually 
need a pickup for work, but Ford and other 
manufacturers know it’s the millions of 
undecideds who move the needle on these 
higher margin rigs. I’m a suburban-liv¬ 
ing, office-commuting father with enough 
home projects and weekend warrior par¬ 
enting duties to want the uncompromising 
capability of a pickup, even if it doesn’t fit 
in my garage. We fit five easily in the heat¬ 
ed luxury of the Supercrew cab, and threw 
hockey bags and other gear in the 5.5-foot 
bed without the regard you’d have for other 
enclosed vehicles. If other rides feel like a 
Swiss army knife in their functionality, 
then the F-150 is the entire tool shed. And 
when the season’s worst snowstorm blan¬ 
keted the area, this beast’s 4x4 capabilities 


2018 Ford F-150 4x4 
Supercrew Platinum 

Vehicle type: Pickup luxe 
Base price: $57,580 

Price as tested: $62,505 (excluding $1,295 
destination) 

Powertrain: 5-liter V-8 

Transmission: 10-speed automatic in four- 

wheel drive 

EPA fuel economy rating: 16 mpg/city/22 
highway 

TNS 


came in handy. 

Just like that, I have a need. 

Turning a want into a need really de¬ 
pends on the specific iteration of truck in 
a seemingly endless list of styles and op¬ 
tions. But let’s start with what’s changed 
across the seven trim levels in Ford’s plan 
to stay ahead of the redesigned 2019 Chevy 
Silverado and 2019 Ram 1500. 

The midcycle refresh streamlines the 
grille into two bars instead of three, and 
those two bars stretch more broadly over 
the fascia, connecting the revised head¬ 
lights in line with the superduty truck 
designs of Ford’s heaviest lifters. It looks 
more commanding, and in rearview mir¬ 
rors, more bullying. The taillights have 
more LED flair, and the gate is stamped 


with the trim level, which was Platinum in 
our case. 

The Platinum Supercrew is second only 
to the Limited luxury trim. It came with 
20-inch wheels, which come in six differ¬ 
ent styles because selecting a truck is like 
mixing and matching from the world’s 
coolest Lego bin. 

All the engine offerings are enhanced for 
2018 thanks to two fuel injectors per cylin¬ 
der. The free-breathing 5-liter V-8 engine 
in the tester gets 10 more horsepower to 395 
hp and a boost in torque to 400 pound-feet, 
affirming its best-in-class 3,270 pounds of 
payload capacity, or the stuff it can haul in 
the bed and the cabin. That’s more than a 
hockey team and gear. 

The V-8 rumble is present but insulated 
by the comfy cabin. Feed the throttle and 
it reacts immediately, sublimely. The 10- 
speed automatic transmission that replac¬ 
es the six-speed has more work to do but 
it’s not as noticeable as the increase in fuel 
efficiency. We averaged 18 mpg combined 
in our week with the Platinum, which is 
outstanding for a 4X4 vehicle of this size. 

The inside is where the Platinum trim 
really shines, and further blurs the demar¬ 
cation between want and need. The tester 
came with the $1,295 twin-panel moonroof, 
which wasn’t as cool as the power rear win¬ 
dow that comes standard. The heated rear 
seats also fold up for that Costco run in the 
rain or to let Fido have access to stuff a 
snout out either window. 


Up front the controls are durable and 
glove-friendly, and the voice-activated 
navigation as well as the suite of steering 
wheel controls render the 8-inch touch 
screen as a mere display screen. This is 
a good thing. Visually, the small screen in 
the large F-150 is the only compromise in 
the truck — the vents dwarf the thing, but 
the functionality is pretty good. The broad 
8-inch vehicle info display in the instru¬ 
ment cluster, which Ford calls “productiv¬ 
ity screen,” is excellent for accessing even 
more info than housed in the touch screen. 

The convenience technology is comple¬ 
mented with safety tech, of course, includ¬ 
ing the $2,540 preferred equipment group, 
with adaptive cruise control and start/stop 
technology. That grouping also includes 
the step bar in the tailgate. Put down the 
gate, press a button, and the step comes 
out, along with a vertical bar to use as a 
handle. The handle part is overkill, but it’s 
all part of the $63,000 package. I still pre¬ 
fer the fender step in the Chevy Silverado. 

Despite the conveniences and luxury 
elements such as the standard power run¬ 
ning board, the F-150 is still a bang-around 
truck. You just can’t get that supreme dura¬ 
bility and capability, all while ensconced in 
a cabin full of creature comforts, in other 
vehicles. The only compromise you’ll have 
to make is with your garage space, which 
may better define the line between want 
and need. 


UP TO $3,885 RE8ATE 


ON SELECT 2018 VOLVO MODELS 
CONTACT US TODAY FOR DETAILS 


CAPITOL 

MOTORS 


http://capitolmotors.cc 


info@capitolmotors.cc 


Over 45 years serving the Miiitary anci Dipiomatic communities in Germany at 
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Studies show Uber, Lyft make traffic worse 


By Steve LeBlanc 
Associated Press 

BOSTON — One promise of 
ride-hailing companies like Uber 
and Lyft was fewer cars clogging 
city streets. But studies suggest 
the opposite: that ride-hailing 
companies are pulling riders 
off buses, subways, bicycles and 
their own feet and putting them 
in cars instead. 

And in what could be a new 
wrinkle, a service by Uber called 
Express Pool now is seen as 
directly competing with mass 
transit. 

Uber and Lyft argue that in 
Boston, for instance, they comple¬ 
ment public transit by connecting 
riders to hubs like Logan Airport 
and South Station. 

The impact of all those cars 


is becoming clear, said Christo 
Wilson, a professor of computer 
science at Boston’s Northeastern 
University, who has looked at 
Uber’s practice of surge pricing 
during heavy volume. 

One study included surveys of 
944 ride-hailing users over four 
weeks in late 2017 in the Boston 
area. Nearly 6 in 10 said they 
would have used public transpor¬ 
tation, walked, hiked or skipped 
the trip if the ride-hailing apps 
weren’t available. 

The report also found many 
riders aren’t using hailed rides to 
connect to a subway or bus line, 
but instead as a separate mode of 
transit, said Alison Felix, one of 
the report’s authors. That’s not 
quite what Uber founder Travis 
Kalanick suggested in 2015 when 
he said, “We envision a world 


where there’s no more traffic in 
Boston in five years.” 

A study released in December 
found that large increases in the 
number of taxis and ride-sharing 
vehicles are contributing to slow 
traffic in Manhattan’s central 
business district. It recommend¬ 
ed policies to prevent further 
increases in “the number of va¬ 
cant vehicles occupied only by 
drivers waiting for their next trip 
request.” 

In San Francisco, a study re¬ 
leased in June found that on a typ¬ 
ical weekday, ride-hailing drivers 
make more than 170,000 vehicle 
trips, about 12 times the number 
of taxi trips, and that the trips are 
concentrated in the densest and 
most congested parts of the city. 

And a survey released in Oc¬ 
tober of more than 4,000 adults 


in Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, 
New York, the San Francisco Bay 
Area, Seattle and Washington, 
D.C., also concluded that 49 to 
61 percent of ride-hailing trips 
would have not been made at all 
— or instead by walking, biking 
or public transit — if the option 
didn’t exist. 

The Boston study found that 
the main reason people opted 
for ride-hailing was speed. Even 
those with a public transit pass 
would drop it for ride-hailing de¬ 
spite the higher cost. 

Uber is hoping to wean drivers 
from their cars in part by encour¬ 
aging its carpooling services, 
spokeswoman Alix Anfang said. 

Uber’s new Express Pool links 
riders who want to travel to simi¬ 
lar destinations. Riders walk a 
short distance to be picked up 


Weinstein Co. to file for bankruptcy after sale falls apart 


By Samantha Schmidt 

The Washington Post 

The Weinstein Co., the film studio co-found- 
ed by Harvey Weinstein, said Sunday it will file 
for bankruptcy after talks to sell the strugghng 
company to an investor group fell apart. 

“While we recognize that this is an ex¬ 
tremely unfortunate outcome for our employ¬ 
ees, our creditors and any victims, the Board 
has no choice,” the board said in a statement. 

The bankruptcy represents the formal de¬ 
mise of a once-renowned film studio behind 
scores of successful Hollywood films, includ¬ 
ing “The King’s Speech,” “The Iron Lady” and 
“Django Unchained” since its founding in 2005. 
It underscores the extent to which the #MeToo 
movement has upended the industry. 

The New York-based studio had been in 
talks with an investor group led by Maria 
Contreras-Sweet, a former head of the Small 
Business Administration under President 
Barack Obama. Contreras-Sweet placed a 
$500 million bid, backed by billionaire inves¬ 


tor Ronald Burkle among others, to purchase 
the Weinstein Co., including an assumption of 
$225 million in debt, according to Variety. She 
proposed retaining the company’s employees 
and installing a mqjority-female board of di¬ 
rectors, with Contreras-Sweet as chair. 

That deal began to crumble two weeks ago 
when New York Attorney General Eric Sch- 
neiderman filed a civil rights lawsuit against 
Weinstein, his namesake company, and his 
brother and co-founder. Bob. The lawsuit 
accused the disgraced Hollywood mogul of 
“vicious and exploitative” treatment of em¬ 
ployees and condemned the film studio for 
failing to protect his accusers. 

Weinstein Co., which was already debt-rid¬ 
den, has been in dire financial straits since 
reports emerged in October in The New York 
Times and The New Yorker detailing decades of 
sexual abuse allegations. Over 70 women have 
since accused Weinstein of sexual misconduct, 
including rape, and the scandal helped propel 
women to pour forth with sexual misconduct 
allegations across multiple industries. 


Schneiderman filed his lawsuit in large part 
to intervene in the company’s sales talks. The 
attorney general lambasted Contreras-Sweet’s 
plan to make the studio’s then-chief operating 
officer, David Glasser, the head of the com¬ 
pany. Under this appointment, the lawsuit said, 
employees “would be reporting to some of the 
same managers ... who failed to investigate 
(Harvey Weinstein’s) ongoing misconduct or 
adequately protect female employees” from 
him. As part of the deal, he demanded victims 
be properly compensated and the attorney gen¬ 
eral’s office have oversight over the company. 

On Wednesday, Contreras-Sweet and 
Burkle met with Schneiderman to discuss the 
terms of the sale in the hopes of reviving it. It 
now appears those talks were unsuccessful. 

The company plans to file for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy, according to the Wall Street 
Journal, under which a plan would be formu¬ 
lated for paying off creditors. 

Weinstein Co. partners, including Amazon 
Studios and Netflix, have pulled projects or 
cut ties with the company. 


at a common location and are 
dropped off near their final des¬ 
tinations — essentially, how a bus 
or subway line functions. 

At least one study did not pin 
increased congestion on hailing 
services. Seattle-based firm Inrix 
scoured data from 2012 to 2015 in 
London and found the number 
of passenger vehicles, including 
Uber cars, remained the same 
or even dipped slightly. Reasons 
for increased congestion included 
a surge in road construction and 
delivery trucks dropping off on¬ 
line purchases. 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Feb. 27). 

Dollar buys (Feb. 27). 

British pound (Feb. 27). 

Japanese yen (Feb. 27). 

South Korean won (Feb. 27). 

Commercial rates 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

.$1.2647 

.€0.7907 

.$1.44 

.104.00 

.... 1,046.00 

.0.3770 

British pound. 

Canada (Doilar). 

.$1.3964 

.1.2686 

Chinn Yinn) 

.6.3129 

Denmark (Krone).6.0522 

Egypt (Pound).17.6507 

Euro.$1.2303/0.8128 

Hong Kong (Doilar).7.8241 

Hungary (Forint).255.10 

Israei (Shekel).3.4888 

Japan (Yen) 106 93 

Kuwait fDinarl.0.3000 

Norway (Krone). 

Phiiippines (Peso). 

Poiand (Zloty). 

.7.8260 

.51.93 

.3.39 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Doliar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzeriand (Franc). 

Thaiiand (Baht). 

.3.7495 

.1.3177 

.1,072.44 

.0.9373 

.31.32 


Turkey (Lira).3.7853 

(Military exchange rates are those 
availabie to customers at miiitary banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netheriands and the United Kingdom. For 
noniocai currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your iocai military banking 
facility. Commerciai rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. Aii figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in doiiars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is doiiars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federai funds market rate.1.42 

3-month bili.1.63 

30-year bond 3 12 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 



WEDNESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 



71/68 


The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
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Support 
the mission 


When you’re serving at a base in Afghanistan or one of the Gulf States, an American newspaper is an 
important link to home. At an isolated location like that, you can develop a real hunger for world and 
national news, stories with a military focus... news that really matters to you. 

Stars and Stripes delivers thousands of papers a day downrange, seven days a week — and we count on 
financial support from our subscribers and advertisers to get those papers to our forward deployed forces. 
Why? Although part of the Department of Defense, Stars and Stripes is editorially independent and 
maintaining our independence demands that we meet most of our financial obligations through our 
own commercial activities. That means selling subscriptions and advertising. Your subscription can 
make a difference. Donating a mail subscription to a VA hospital or clinic can help even more. 

Subscribe today: Stripes.com/digital or emaii MemberServices®stripes.com for more information. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Clothing, 
informally 
5 Actor Kilmer 
8 Modern taxi rival 

12 Grad 

13 Altar affirmative 

14 “The Lion 
King” lioness 

15 Turkish money 

16 Kind of call 
18 Parlor pieces 

20 Buenos — 

21 Decks in the ring 

22 Candle count 

23 Beethoven’s 
“Fur — ” 

26 Reunion 
attendees 

30 “The Matrix” role 

31 Web address 

32 Spy org. 

33 Nation 

36 Doohickey 

38 Ages and ages 

39 Goat’s plaint 

40 Sufficient 

43 Cleared one’s 
throat 

47 Favor-asker’s 
plea 

49 Type of dancer 

50 Mata — 

51 Boom times 

52 Corporate 
symbol 

53 French 101 verb 


54 Actress West 

55 Ancient Dead 
Sea land 

DOWN 

1 Body powder 

2 Hodgepodge 

3 Mentor 

4 Loud kisses 

5 Bad habits 

6 Big fusses 

7 Baseball’s Gehrig 

8 Loosens 

9 Boxer Max 

10 Otherwise 

11 Light beams 
17 Pasta sauce 

brand 

19 Weeding tool 

22 MSN rival 

23 Env. insert 

24 Zodiac cat 


25 Debtor’s note 

26 Weep 

27 Here (Fr.) 

28 Diarist Anais 

29 Droop 

31 Coffee vessel 

34 Journalist Bly 

35 Three-sloth 

36 Greek cross 

37 Dicker over 
a price 

39 Point-and- 
click gizmo 

40 Rue the run 

41 Castle defense 

42 Kitten’s sound 

43 Club in a 
Manilow song 

44 Cobra feature 

45 Waffle brand 

46 Unhappy destiny 
48 “Delicious!” 
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2-27 CRYPTOQUIP 


ATGB LCBKGF WIMMV LGBWL 

U LEUMM, AFUDDGW XYBWMG 

XV EUCM, VIY ECKTS HUMM 

STUS DUFSIB DUFHGM. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: FAMOUS ELDERLY 
WOMAN WHO WAS KNOWN FOR LEISURELY 
WALKING AROUND THE TOWN: GRANDMA 
MOSEYS. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals L 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CiV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 


buy sight unseen and have 
the veNde shipped 

■ People saying Free Dog 


Automotive 140 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


^H&R BLOCKS 

^1 

Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

X help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^mail: eclemons(S)hrblock.com^ 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 1^ 

Auto ■ Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 
www.vilseckautosales.com 

Free Europe-wide delivery 

ra 


Dental^ 


DENTAL HYGIENIST NEEDED 

for new clinic in Landstuhl. 
Part-time or fuii-time. Contact 
Landstuhl American Dentistry at 
(06371) 560-8075 or 
info@americandentistry.net. 


••Winter in GarmischP* 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
I N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
! 39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
: dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
' www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

n 



Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 
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Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! 



Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, video games, 
celebrity antics... 
Get entertained with... 


STARSKJISTRIPES. 



Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Auto racing 


Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500 

NASCAR Monster Energy Cup 
Sunday 

At Atlanta Motor Speedway 
Atlanta 

Lap length: oval, 1.5 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (3) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 325 laps, 0 
rating, 56 points. 

2. (5) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 325, 0, 53. 

3. (9) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 325, 0, 45. 

4. (12) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 325, 0, 
40. 

5. (35) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, 325, 0, 
39. 

6. (16) Joey Logano, Ford, 325, 0, 39. 

7. (1) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 325, 0,43. 

8. (7) Kurt Busch, Ford, 325, 0, 41. 

9. (8) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 325, 0, 
36. 

10. (27) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 325, 
0, 27. 

11. (10) Erik Jones, Toyota, 325, 0, 26. 

12. (26) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 325, 0, 25. 

13. (11) Aric Almirola, Ford, 325, 0, 33. 

14. (25) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 324, 
0, 23. 

15. (4) Daniel Suarez, Toyota, 324, 0, 
23. 

16. (6) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Ford, 324, 

0 , 21 . 

17. (15) Paul Menard, Ford, 324, 0, 20. 

18. (23) William Byron, Chevrolet, 323, 
0, 19. 

19. (13) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet, 
323, 0, 18. 

20. (18) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 322, 
0, 17. 

21. (14) Kasey Kahne, Chevrolet, 322, 
0, 16. 

22. (2) Ryan Newman, Chevrolet, 322, 
0, 15. 

23. (29) David Ragan, Ford, 321, 0, 14. 

24. (17) Michael McDowell, Ford, 321, 
0, 13. 

25. (24) Chris Buescher, Chevrolet, 321, 

0 , 12 . 

26. (28) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 321, 0,11. 

27. (22) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 
321, 0, 10. 

28. (32) Cole Whitt, Chevrolet, 320, 0, 
9. 

29. (21) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet, 
320, 0, 8. 

30. (34) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 319, 

0 , 0 . 

31. (30) Matt DIBenedetto, Ford, 319, 

0 , 6 . 

32. (19) Darrell Wallace Jr, Chevrolet, 
319, 0, 5. 

33. (36) Harrison Rhodes, Chevrolet, 
310, 0, 4. 

34. (33) Jeffrey Earnhardt, Chevrolet, 
305, 0, 3. 

35. (20) Trevor Bayne, Ford, engine, 
292, 0, 2. 

36. (31) Gray Gaulding, Toyota, acci¬ 
dent, 99, 0, 1. 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 

143.071 mph. 

Time of Race: 3 hours, 29 minutes, 54 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: 2.690 seconds. 

Caution Fiags: 5 for 0 laps. 

Lead Changes: 24 among 8 drivers. 

Lap Leaders: Ky.Busch 0; R.Newman 
1-17; Ky.Busch 18-20; K.Harvick 21-31; 
Ky.Busch 32; K.Harvick 33-88; M.Truex 
89; B.Keselowski 90-100; Ku.Busch 101- 
125; K.Harvick 126-127; Ky.Busch 128- 
131; K.Harvick 132-159; Ku.Busch 160; 
B.Keselowski 161-172; Ku.Busch 173-198; 
B.Keselowski 199-213; Ky.Busch 214; 
D.Hamlin 215-225; K.Harvick 226-252; 
D.Hamlin 253-265; K.Harvick 266-288; 
D.Hamlin 289-290; K.Harvick 291-299; 

J.Logano 300; K.Harvick 301-325 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times 
Led, Laps Led): K.Harvick, 8 times 
for 173 laps; Ku.Busch, 3 times for 49 
laps; B.Keselowski, 3 times for 35 laps; 
D.Hamlin, 3 times for 23 laps; R.Newman, 
1 time for 16 laps; Ky.Busch, 5 times for 5 
laps; J.Logano, 1 time for 0 laps; M.Truex, 
1 time for 0 laps. 

Wins: A.Dillon, 1; K.Harvick, 1. 

Top 16 in Points: 1. J.Logano, 89; 2. 
R.BIaney, 83; 3. D.Hamlin, 77; 4. K.Harvick, 
75; 5. C.Bowyer, 74; 6. A.Dillon, 70; 7. 

M.Truex, 69; 8. Ku.Busch, 68; 9. A.AImirola, 
66; 10. P.Menard, 66; 11. Ky.Busch, 61; 12. 
B.Keselowski, 58; 13. K.Larson, 54; 14. 
M.McDowell, 52; 15. D.Wallace, 52; 16. 
R.Newman, 49. 

NASCAR Driver Rating Formuia 

A maximum of 150 points can be at¬ 
tained in a race. 

The formula combines the following 
categories: Wins, Finishes, Top-15 Fin¬ 
ishes, Average Running Position While 
on Lead Lap, Average Speed Under 
Green, Fastest Lap, Led Most Laps, Lead- 
Lap Finish. 


College basketball 

1 

Deals 

1 

Tennis 

1 

Golf 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. Virginia (26-2) did not play. Next: at 
Louisville, Thursday. 

2. Michigan State (28-3) beat Wiscon¬ 
sin 68-63. Next: Big Ten tournament. 

3. Villanova (25-4) did not play. Next: at 
Seton Hall, Wednesday. 

4. Xavier (25-4) did not play. Next: vs. 
Providence, Wednesday. 

5. Duke (24-5) did not play. Next: at Vir¬ 
ginia Tech, Monday. 

6. Gonzaga (27-4) did not play. Next: 
WCC quarterfinals, Saturday. 

6. Texas Tech (22-7) did not play. Next: 
at No. 21 West Virginia, Monday. 

8. Kansas (23-6) did not play. Next: vs. 
Texas, Monday. 

9. Purdue (26-5) beat Minnesota 84-60. 
Next: Big Ten tournament. 

10. North Carolina (22-7) did not play. 
Next: vs. Miami, Tuesday. 

11. Cincinnati (25-4) beat Tulsa 82-74. 
Next: at Tulane, Thursday. 

12. Auburn (24-5) did not play. Next: at 
Arkansas, Wednesday. 

13. Wichita State (23-5) did not play. 
Next: at UCF, Thursday. 

14. Arizona (22-7) did not play. Next: 
vs. Stanford, Thursday. 

15. Clemson (21-7) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 25 Florida State, Wednesday. 

16. Ohio State (24-7) did not play. Next: 
Big Ten tournament. 

17. Michigan (24-7) did not play. Next: 
Big Ten tournament. 

18. Rhode Island (23-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Saint Joseph’s, Tuesday. 

19. Tennessee (21-7) did not play. Next: 
at Mississippi State, Tuesday. 

20. Nevada (25-5) beat Colorado State 
92-83. Next: at UNLV, Wednesday. 

21. West Virginia (21-8) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 6 Texas Tech, Monday. 

22. Saint Mary’s (27-4) did not play. 
Next: WCC quarterfinals, Saturday. 

23. Houston (22-6) beat East Carolina 
109-58. Next: at SMU, Wednesday. 

24. Middle Tennessee (23-5) did not play. 
Next: vs. Western Kentucky, Thursday. 

25. Florida State (19-9) lost to N.C. 
State 92-72. Next: at No. 15 Clemson, 
Wednesday. 

Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Canisius 98, Marist 74 
Illinois 75, Rutgers 62 
Manhattan 92 
Memphis 83, L 
Rider 110, Iona lui 
St. Peter’s 65, Siena 48 
Temple 75, UCF 56 

SOUTH 

Furman 79, ETSU 76 
Mercer 69, Wofford 68 
NC State 92, Florida St. 72 
UNC-Greensboro 88, Samford 75 
VMI 68, Chattanooga 65 
W. Carolina 92, The Citadel 75 
MIDWEST 
Cincinnati 82, Tulsa 74 
Iowa 77, Northwestern 70 
Michigan St. 68, Wisconsin 63 
N. Kentucky 75, lUPUl 56 
Nebraska 76, Penn St. 64 
Purdue 84, Minnesota 60 
Wright St. 88, III.-Chicago 81 
SOUTHWEST 

Houston 109, East Carolina 58 

FAR WEST 

Colorado 80, UCLA 76 
Nevada 92, Colorado St. 83 
New Mexico 91, UNLV 90 
UC Irvine 66, Hawaii 57 

Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

DePaul72, Seton Hall 68 
Drexel 62, Towson 54 
Fairfield 59, Iona 39 
Georgetown 74, Providence 48 
Hartford 61, Binghamton 45 
Maine 74, Albany (NY) 69 
Marquette 76, St. John’s 57 
Ohio St. 89, Penn St. 64 
Quinnipiac 77, Monmouth (NJ) 57 
Rider 53, Manhattan 50 
Siena 70, St. Peter’s 36 
Stony Brook 55, Vermont 49 
Syracuse 69, Boston College 63 
Villa---- 


Villanova 55, Creighton 48 

SOUTH 


)pi 55 


Duke 70, North Carolina 54 
Elon 80, Hofstra 55 
FAU 67, FlU 63 

Florida St. 64, Georgia Tech 61 
Georgia 63, Florida 43 
James Madison 67, Delaware 56 
LSU 79, Alabama 78 
Louisville 81, Pittsburgh 49 
Maryland 77, Nebraska 75 
Miami 76, Virginia Tech 46 
Middle Tennessee 54, Charlotte 53 
Mississippi St. 85, Kentucky 63 
Southern Miss. 60, UTEP 53 
Tennessee 65, South Carolina 46 
Vanderbilt 78, Arkansas 73 
Virginia 48, Wake Forest 41 

MIDWEST 
Drake 80, Illinois St. 64 
Green Bay 88, Detroit 45 
lUPUl 56, N. Kentucky 54 
Indiana St. 74, Loyola of Chicago 67 
Minnesota 84, Illinois 75 

N. Iowa 63, Bradley 50 
Northwestern 63, Rutgers 50 
Notre Dame 86, NC State 67 
Oakland 80, Milwaukee 75 
Valparaiso 67, Evansville 54 
Wright St. 80, Ill.-Chicago 53 
Xavier 57, Butler 54 

SOUTHWEST 

Texas A&M 82, Missouri 63 
UTSA 62, Rice 58 

FAR WEST 

California 83, Washington 67 
Oregon 74, Arizona 61 
Oregon St. 64, Arizona St. 60 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Placed RHP 
Cody Anderson on the 60-day DL. Claimed 
RHP Ben Taylor off waivers from Boston. 
Agreed to terms with RHP Matt Belisle 
on a minor league contract. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Named Alex 
Rodriguez and Nick Swisher special ad¬ 
visers. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Nick Gardewine and LHP’s Alex 
Claudio and Joe Palumbo on one-year 
contracts. 

National League 

CINCINNATI REDS - Agreed to terms 
with C Tony Sanchez on a minor league 
contract. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

BOSTON BRUINS - Signed RW Brian 
Gionta to a one-year contract. Waived D 
Paul Postma. 

CALGARY FLAMES - Signed D Cody 
Goloubef to a two-way contract for the 
remainder of the season and placed him 
on waivers for the purpose of assigning 
him to Stockton (AHL). 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Assigned F 
John Quenneville to Binghamton (AHL) 
and D Colton White from Binghamton to 
Adirondack (ECHL). 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Traded F Rick 
Nash to Boston for Fs Ryan Spooner and 
Matt Beleskey, D Ryan Lindgren, a 2018 
first-round draft pick and a 2019 sev¬ 
enth-round draft pick. 

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS - Assigned F 
Vincent Dunn and F Frederik Tiffels from 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton (AHL) to Bramp¬ 
ton (ECHL). 

SAN JOSE SHARKS - Traded F Brandon 
Bollig and G Troy Grosenick to Nashville 
for a 2018 sixth-round draft pick. 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS - Acquired 
Fs Tomas Plekanec and Kyle Baun from 
Montreal for D Rinat Valiev, F Kerby Ry- 
chel and a 2018 second-round draft pick. 

COLLEGE 

PURDUE — Announced wide receivers 
coach JaMarcus Shephard will also be 
co-offensive coordinator. 


College baseball 


Sunday’s scores 

SOUTH 

Boston College 11, Rutgers 6 
Chowan 10, Goldey-Beacom 9, 8 in- 

Clemson 12, Dallas Baptist 1 
Duke 7, Bucknell 0 
E. Michigan 9, Jackson St. 3 
Georgia Tech 10, Dartmouth 0 
Louisville 12, Youngstown St. 2 
Miami 2, Florida 0 
Miami (Ohio) 8, Campbell 6 
NC State 9, Furman 0 
Penn St.-Altoona 6-6, E. Mennonite 4-7, 
1st game 11 innings 

Post (Conn.) 3-7, St. Augustine’s 2-2, 
1st game 9 innings 

Santa Clara 2, Wake Forest 0 
St. Francis (ind.) at Cumberlands, 
ppd., rain 

Tennessee Wesleyan 17, Clarke 4 
Transylvania 14, Wis.-Oshkosh 10 
Virginia 13, E. Kentucky 1 

MIDWEST 

Central Methodist 6, Briar Cliff 3 
Evangel 8-1, Concordia (Neb.) 3-0 
St. Francis (III.) 3-5, Mount Mercy 3-7 

SOUTHWEST 

New Mexico 6, Central Michigan 6, tie, 
10 innings 

UT Rio Grande Valley 9, UlC 4 


AP sportlight 


Rio Open 

At Jockey Club Brasileiro 
Rio de Janeiro 
Purse: $1.7 miiiion (WT500) 
Surface^pia^-Outdoor 

Championship 

Diego Schwartzman (6), Argentina, 
def. Fernando Verdasco (8), Spain, 6-2, 


Delray Beach International 

At Deiray Beach Stadium & Tennis 

Dei ray Beach, Fia. 

Purse: $556,010 (WT250) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singies 
Championship 

Frances Tiafoe, United States, def. Pe¬ 
ter Gojowczyk, Germany, 6-1, 6-4. 

Championship 

Jack Sock and Jackson Withrow, Unit¬ 
ed States, def. Nicholas Monroe, United 
States, and John-Patrick Smith (4), Aus¬ 
tralia, 4-6, 6-4, 10-8. 

Hungarian Ladies Open 

Romai Tennis Academy 
Budapest, Hungary 
Surface: Ciay-Outdoor 
Singles 
Finai 

Alison Van Uytvanck, Belgium, def. 
Dominika Cibulkova (1), Slovakia, 6-3, 3- 
6, 7-5. 

Doubles 


Fanny Stollar, Hungary, def. Kirsten Flip- 
kens, Belgium, and Johanna Larsson, 
Sweden, 4-6, 6-4, 10-3. 

Open 13 Provence 

Paiais des Sports 
Marseille, France 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 
Fina 

Karen Khachanov (9), Russia, def. Lu¬ 
cas Pouille (3), France, 7-5, 3-6, 7-5. 


Raven Klaasen, South Africa, and Mi¬ 
chael Venus (1), New Zealand, def. Mar¬ 
cus Daniell, New Zealand, and Dominic 
Inglot (4), Britain, 6-7 (2), 6-3, 10-4. 


Pro baseball 


Feb. 27 

1959 — The Boston Celtics beat the 
Minneapolis Lakers 173-139 as seven 
NBA records fall. The Celtics set records 
for most points (179), most points in a 
half (90), most points in a quarter (52) 
and most field goals (72). Boston’s Tom 
Heinsohn leads all scorers with 43 points 
and Bob Cousy adds 31 while setting an 
NBA record with 28 assists. 

1992 - Prairie View sets an NCAA Divi¬ 
sion I record for most defeats in a season 
with a 112-79 loss to Mississippi Valley 
State in the first round of the Southwest¬ 
ern Athletic Conference tournament. 
Prairie View’s 0-28 mark breaks the re¬ 
cord of 27 losses shared by four teams. 

1998 - Indiana’s 124-59 victory over 
Portland marks the first time in the 
NBA’s 51-year history that one team 
scores more than twice as many points 
as the other. 

2006 — Effa Manley is the first wom¬ 
an elected to the baseball Hall of Fame. 
The former Newark Eagles co-owner 
is among 17 people from the Negro 
Leagues and pre-Negro Leagues chosen 
by a special committee. 

2010 — Steven Holcomb drives USA-1 
to the Olympic gold medal in four-man 
bobsledding, ending a 62-year drought 
for the Americans in the event. Hol¬ 
comb’s four-run time was 3:24.46, with 
Justin Olsen, Steve Mesler and Curt To- 
masevicz pushing for him. 

2015 - Travis Kvapil’s NASCAR Sprint 
Cup car is stolen early in the day from 
a hotel parking lot, forcing him to with¬ 
draw from a race at Atlanta Motor 
Speedway. The team didn’t have a back¬ 
up car in Atlanta, so it’s forced to drop 
out when the stolen machine couldn’t be 
located in time for NASCAR’s mandatory 
inspection. 


MLB Spring training 

Sunday’s Games 

Washington 9, Atlanta 3 
Boston 7, Baltimore 1 
Houston 7, St. Louis 3 
N.Y. Yankees 8, Philadelphia 3 
Pittsburgh 8, Detroit (ss) 8 
Minnesota 5, Tampa Bay 4 
Detroit (ss) 6, Toronto 3 
N.Y. Mets 10, Miami 3 
Chicago Cubs 12, San Francisco 10 
Chicago White Sox 8, Cincinnati (ss) 5 
Texas 4, Colorado 2 
Kansas City 4, Oakland 4 
Cleveland 2, Cincinnati (ss) 2 
Seattle 2, L.A. Dodgers 0 
Milwaukee 5, Arizona 1 
L.A. Angels 2, San Diego 1 
Monday’s Games 

Boston vs. Pittsburgh at Bradenton 
Detroit vs. Baltimore at Sarasota, Fla 
Houston (ss) vs. Miami at Jupiter, Fla. 
St. Louis vs. Minnesota at Fort Myers, 
Fla. 

Toronto vs. Tampa Bay at Port Char¬ 
lotte, Fla. 

Washington vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee, 
Fla. 

N.Y. Mets vs. Houston (ss) at West 
Palm Beach, Fla. 

Arizona (ss) vs. Cincinnati at Good¬ 
year, Ariz. 

Cleveland vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix 
Kansas City vs. San Francisco at Scott¬ 
sdale, Ariz. 

L.A. Dodgers vs. Texas at Surprise, 
Ariz. 

Oakland vs. Chicago White Sox at 
Glendale, Ariz. 

Seattle vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa, 
Ariz. 

L.A. Angels vs. San Diego at Peoria, 

Colorado vs. Arizona (ss) at Scotts¬ 
dale, Ariz. 

Philadelphia vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tarn- 


Fight schedule 

Feb. 28 

At Korakuen Hall, Tokyo, Danny Ro¬ 
man vs. Ryo Matsumoto, 12, for Roman’s 
WBA super bantamweight title. 

March 1 

At Tokyo, Luis Nery vs. Shinsuke Ya- 
manaka, 12, for Nery’s WBC World ban¬ 
tamweight title; Ryosuke Iwasa vs. Er¬ 
nesto Saulong, 12, for Iwasa’s IBF junior 
featherweight title. 


Honda Classic 

Sunday 

At PGA National 
Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 
Purse: $6.6 million 
Yardage: 7,140; Par 70 
Final 

(x-won on first playoff hole) 

x-J. Thomas, $1,188,000 67-72-65-68-272 -8 
Luke List, $712,800 71-66-66-69-272 -8 

Alex Noren, $448,800 66-75-65-67-273 -7 

T. Fleetwood, $316,800 70-68-67-69-274 -6 

B. Hun An, $250,800 70-72-69-65-276 -4 

W. Simpson, $250,800 66-72-66-72 -276 -4 

J. Lovemark, $221,100 68-69-68-72 -277 -3 

Sam Burns, $191,400 70-71-69-68-278 -2 

Emiliano Grillo, $191,40071-72-69-66-278 -2 
Kelly Kraft, $191,400 72-69-66-71-278 -2 

Dylan Frittelli, $165,000 71-72-67-69-279 -1 
Tiger Woods, $151,800 70-71-69-70-280 E 
D. Bozzelli, $123,750 68-73-71-69-281 -H 

D. Fathauer, $123,750 73-72-71-65-281 +1 

T. Pieters, $123,750 69-70-71-71-281 +1 

Adam Scott, $123,750 73-72-67-69-281 -H 

Greg Chalmers, $86,366 74-71-70-67-282 +2 
Lucas Glover, $86,366 70-75-71-66-282 +2 

C. T. Pan, $86,366 71-71-71-69-282 +2 

Jason Dufner, $86,366 69-72-70-71-282 +2 
Tom Lovelady, $86,366 75-70-67-70-282 +2 
Scott Piercy, $86,366 70-70-71-71-282 +2 

Rory Sabbatini, $86,366 69-69-71-73-282 -^2 
Tyler Duncan, $54,780 70-74-70-69-283 ■^3 
Russell Henley, $54,780 68-70-74-71-283 +3 
John Huh, $54,780 71-73-68-71-283 +3 

L. Oosthuizen, $54,780 67-72-69-75-283 ■^3 

M. Thompson, $54,780 76-69-70-68-283 +3 
Daniel Berger, $43,890 67-72-70-75-284 ■k4 

R. abrera Bello, $43,890 70-72-73-69-284 ■k4 

Adam Schenk, $43,890 69-71-71-73-284 -k 4 
Scott Stallings, $43,890 73-70-70-71-284 -k 4 
Joel Dahmen, $29,954 74-71-73-67-285 ■^5 

Roberto Diaz, $29,954 71-73-70-71-285 +5 

Sergio Garcia, $29,954 72-70-72-71-285 ■^5 
Chris Kirk, $29,954 71-74-72-68-285 +5 

William McGirt, $29,954 71-71-74-69-285 +5 
Chris Stroud, $29,954 69-73-72-71-285 ■^5 

Jimmy Walker, $29,954 76-68-74-67-285 ■^5 
Nick Watney, $29,954 71-71-72-71-285 -^5 

Harris English, $29,954 71-74-67-73-285 -^5 
Brian Harman, $29,954 74-70-69-72 -285 ■^5 
Ben Martin, $29,954 70-71-70-74-285 ■^5 

P. Rodgers, $29,954 72-71-69-73-285 -^5 

Aaron Wise, $29,954 76-69-69-71-285 +5 

Scott Brown, $19,228 72-70-73-71-286 +6 

Stewart Cink, $19,228 70-71-72-73 -286 +6 
Jim Furyk, $19,228 72-70-70-74-286 +6 

K. Bradley, $15,873 69-72-72-74-287 +7 

M. Hoffmann, $15,873 67-73-74-73-287 +7 

J. B. Holmes, $15,873 69-76-71-71-287 +7 

Shane Lowry, $15,873 71-74-75-67-287 +7 

Peter Malnati, $15,873 71-71-70-75-287 +7 
Troy Merritt, $15,873 71-74-70-72 -287 +7 

Ryan Moore, $15,873 70-73-70-74-287 +7 

Gary Woodland, $15,87373-68-72-74-287 +7 
Michael Kim, $14,850 71-74-71-72 -288 +8 

Andrew Novak, $14,850 75-70-73-70-288 -k 8 
Corey Conners, $14,388 70-72-74-73 -289 +9 
M. Hughes, $14,388 67-75-74-73 -289 +9 

Anirban Lahiri, $14,388 73-71-71-74-289 -k 9 
Rory Mcliroy, $14,388 72-72-73-72 -289 -k9 

Vaughn Taylor, $14,388 73-71-74-71-289 -k9 

O. Schniedeians, $13,92672-73-75-70-290 +10 

H. Swafford, $13,926 73-69-68-80-290 +10 

Matt Every, $13,728 73-69-72-77-291 +11 

Martin Pilfer, $13,596 69-76-75-72 -292 +12 

K. Aphibarnrat, $13,266 71-72-74-76-293 +13 

J. Randolph, $13,266 72-71-77-73 -293 +13 

T. an Aswegen, $13,266 72-73-73-75-293 +13 
Camilo Villegas, $13,26676-67-73-77-293 +13 

Qatar Masters 

Sunday 

At Doha Golf Club 
Doha, Qatar 
Purse: $1.75 million 
Yardage: 7,400; Par; 72 
Final 

Eddie Pepperell, England 65-69-66-70-270 
Oliver Fisher, England 66-69-65-71-271 
Marcus Kinhult, Sweden 68-69-67-68-272 
G.Fernandez-Castano, Spain68-68-69-68-273 
Gregory Havret, France 65-69-70-69-273 

Pablo Larrazabal, Spain 68-67-70-68-273 

Renato Paratore, Italy 71-66-70-66-273 

George Coetzee, S. Africa 69-66-71-68-274 

Sebastian Heisele, Germany 67-68-71-68-274 
Matthew Baldwin, England 68-70-68-69-275 
Mike Lorenzo-Vera, France 68-68-69-70-275 
Adrian Otaegui, Spain 67-66-73-69-275 
Also 

Sean Crocker, United States67-68-67-76-278 

LPGA Thailand 

Sunday 

At Siam Country Ciub (Did Course) 
Chonburi, Thaiiand 
Purse: $1.6 miiiion 
Yardage: 6,576; Par; 72 (36-36) 
Finai 

Jessica Korda, $240,000 66-62-68-67-263 -25 
Lexi Thompson, $128,77066-68-69-64-267 -21 
M. Jutanugarn, $128,77066-69-65-67-267 -21 
Minjee Lee, $83,762 66-67-68-69-270 -18 

Shanshan Feng, $61,29069-68-68-66-271 -17 

A. Jutanugarn, $61,290 68-69-65-69-271 -17 

Jin Young Ko, $39,022 73-67-68-64-272 -16 

P. Phatium, $39,022 69-69-70-64-272 -16 

B. M. Henderson, $39,02267-68-70-67-272 -16 

B. Lincicome, $39,022 67-65-73-67-272 -16 

Michelle Wie, $30,644 68-67-69-69-273 -15 
Megan Khang, $28,601 67-69-69-69-274 -14 
Charley Hull, $26,803 70-70-69-66-275 -13 

A. Munoz, $22,555 69-68-71-68-276 -12 

Austin Ernst, $22,555 71-67-69-69-276 -12 

Nicole B. Larsen, $22,55570-67-68-71-276 -12 
Nelly Korda, $22,555 70-69-65-72 -276 -12 

Amy Yang, $22,555 67-69-68-72 -276 -12 

Anna Nordqvist, $18,79670-70-69-68-277 -11 

C. Ciganda, $18,796 70-69-69-69-277 -11 

Danielle Kang, $18,796 68-70-70-69-277 -11 
Sei Young Kim, $16,528 71-69-73-65-278 -10 
Cristie Kerr, $16,528 72-69-70-67-278 -10 

S. Hyun Park, $16,528 67-73-70-68-278 -10 

In Gee Chun, $16,528 67-73-67-71-278 -10 

Jacqui Concolino, $14,17871-75-66-68-280 -8 
So Yeon Ryu, $14,178 68-74-69-69-280 -8 

Lizette Salas, $14,178 71-72-67-70-280 -8 

Angela Stanford, $14,17872-68-69-71-280 -8 
Georgia Hall, $12,830 69-77-67-68-281 -7 
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Longtime 
agent killed 
in Colorado 
car crash 

Associated Press 

ASPEN, Colo. — Longtime 
NBA agent Dan Fegan died in a 
car crash Sunday. He was 56. 

The Colorado State Patrol says 
Fegan was driving an SUV when 
he tried to merge onto a highway 
and was broadsided by a com¬ 
muter bus near Aspen, which is 
about 180 miles west of Denver. 

Colorado State Trooper Gabe 
Easton told the Aspen Times the 
SUV’s other occupants, Fegan’s 
5-year-old son and a 29-year-old 
California woman, were airlifted 
to a Denver hospital in serious 
condition. 

“Today we lost a great man, fa¬ 
ther, son and brother who always 
stood up not only for his clients, 
but also for what he knew was 
right,” Fegan’s family said in a 
statement through spokesman 
Terry Fahn. “We are all shocked 
and saddened by this tragic de¬ 
velopment and appreciate the 
outpouring of support. We ask for 
privacy at this difficult time.” 

No one on the bus was hurt. 
The Roaring Fork Transporta¬ 
tion Authority CEO said the driv¬ 
er didn’t have time to avoid the 
collision. 

“The NBA family mourns 
the loss of longtime agent Dan 
Fegan,” the league said in a state¬ 
ment. “Our thoughts and prayers 
are with his family during this 
difficult time.” 

Fegan was long considered one 
of the best player agents in the 
NBA, a ruthless negotiator on be¬ 
half of clients that included John 
Wall, Dwight Howard, DeAndre 
Jordan and DeMarcus Cousins. 
In 2016, Fegan was on Forbes 
magazine’s list of top agents. 

“Arms around his family,” Na¬ 
tional Basketball Players Associ¬ 
ation executive director Michele 
Roberts tweeted. “Rest In Peace, 
my friend.” 

He was fired last year as presi¬ 
dent of Independent Sports & 
Entertainment’s basketball di¬ 
vision, but remained close with 
the clients he’d worked with for 
many years. 

Howard tweeted that his 
“heart and prayers go out to the 
family.” 



Team LeBron not only won the 67th NBA All-Star Game, they also donated $350,000 to After-School All-Stars, a community-based 
organization founded in 1992 by Arnold Schwarzenegger that is a leading provider of year-round, school-based, comprehensive after-school 
programs. All-Star MVP LeBron James is pictured alongside Governor Schwarzenegger, Ana Campos (far left). President & CEO of After- 
School All-Stars, Los Angeles, and nine After-School All-Stars who were invited to attend the game. 


Popovich: James 'a brilliant exampie for kids’ 


By Tom Withers 

Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — San Antonio coach Gregg 
Popovich hopes LeBron James never stops 
speaking up. 

Long an admirer of Cleveland’s superstar, 
Popovich praised James for his activism and 
for being a role model to “millions” of kids. 
Popovich also defended James’ right to speak 
after he was recently criticized by Fox News 
commentator Laura Ingraham, who said the 
NBA’s most high-profile player should “shut 
up and dribble” after he criticized President 
Donald Trump. 

“To me, when I heard about that, it was just 
an unbelievable show of arrogance for a talk¬ 
ing head to try and tell someone else if they 
can speak, what they can speak about and 
when and where to do it,” Popovich said be¬ 
fore the Spurs faced James and the Cavaliers. 
“It’s just ludicrous, but to not have a feel for 
who this guy is. 

“I mean, think about when he came into 
public view, how young was he? And to this 
day he hasn’t missed a step, he hasn’t fallen 


off the ledge and he’s been a brilliant example 
for millions of kids, especially kids with lesser 
opportunity and haven’t had the same advan¬ 
tages as others. 

“They see in this guy somebody who has 
consistently exhibited excellence in the work¬ 
place and gives them a voice and lets them 
know that you can speak about anything.” 

James and Popovich have developed a 
strong bond during their years together, fac¬ 
ing each other three times in the NBA Finals. 
Popovich also was an assistant coach when 
James played on the 2004 US. Olympic team. 

Popovich shrugged off his links to James. 

“His career is way bigger than he and Pop,” 
Popovich said with a laugh. “There’s a great 
respect that goes both ways, for sure. I love 
the guy.” 

Following San Antonio’s 110-94 win over 
Cleveland, James said he appreciated Popov¬ 
ich’s words. He also intends to remain vocal 
about his beliefs. 

“For me as an athlete and for me as a role 
model, I just try to do my part to help these 
kids and the youth understand how important 


their lives are and they can become anything 
in this world,” James said. “No matter the 
negativity that may be going on around them, 
there’s always a brighter side. For me, while I 
have this platform, I will continue to do that 
and continue to lend my voice and lend my 
spirit and lend my inspiration to these kids, 
because I know exactly what they’re going 
through because I was one of them at one 
point in time not too long ago.” 

Popovich said he’s never been around a 
player like James, who doesn’t seem to be 
showing any signs of slowing down at 33. And 
while Popovich marvels at James’ physical 
gifts, he’s more impressed by how the four¬ 
time MVP carries himself off the floor. 

James has had a mgjor impact in Northeast 
Ohio with his community efforts. His founda¬ 
tion has supported kids in the Akron area to 
attend college tuition free, which is why Popo¬ 
vich was so put off by Ingraham’s remarks. 

“It’s kind of like the ‘Black Panther’ movie,” 
Popovich said. “How cool is that for kids to see 
that, to have that superhero? Well, LeBron’s 
been that for a long time.” 



DEAL 


Sales Event Great offers on the new 2018 lineup 

Savings up to ^5,000 
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The Spurs’ Patty Mills, left, fouls Cavaliers guard JR Smith during the first half of Sunday’s game in 
Cleveland. San Antonio beat the Cavaliers 110-94 to snap a four-game losing streak. 

Roundup 


Spurs top Cavs, snap skid 


Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — LaMarcus Aldridge scored 27 
points, Danny Green added 22 and the San Anto¬ 
nio Spurs ended their annual “rodeo” road trip by 
beating the Cleveland Cavaliers 110-94 on Sunday 
to snap a four-game losing streak. 

Green, who missed Friday’s loss at Denver with 
food poisoning, came off the bench for the first 
time in 49 games this season. He made five three- 
pointers to provide a perfect outside complement to 
Aldridge’s dynamic inside game. Dejounte Murray 
added 13 points and nine rebounds for San Antonio, 
a team not accustomed to any turmoil. 

But the Spurs have not been themselves lately 
while playing without star Kawhi Leonard. They 
had dropped six of seven and four in a row on a trip 
(their arena hosts a rodeo every year) that coach 
Gregg Popovich’s squad typically uses as a spring 
board into the playoffs. 

LeBron James had 33 points, 13 rebounds and 
nine assists for the Cavs, who fell to 3-2 since over¬ 
hauling their roster with three trades. 

Rockets 119, Nuggets 114: James Harden had 
41 points and eight rebounds, Chris Paul scored 23 
points and Houston beat Denver for its 12th straight 
victory. 

Harden had 27 in the first half and seven in the 
fourth quarter, when the Rockets held off a late Den¬ 
ver rally. Harden has scored 40 or more points nine 
times this season. He finished with seven assists. 

Nikola Jokic had 21 points and 14 rebounds for 
Denver, which had its four-game winning streak 
snapped. Will Barton added 25 points. 

The Rockets are 21-4 since Dec. 29 and own the 
best record (46-13) in the NBA. They are outscor- 
ing teams by an average of 12.5 points during the 
12-game winning streak. The five-point win Sun¬ 
day was their closest game during the streak. 

Pelicans 123, Bucks 121 (OT): Jrue Holiday 
scored 28 of his 36 points after halftime to lead vis¬ 
iting New Orleans over Milwaukee in overtime. 

Holiday added nine rebounds and six assists for 
New Orleans, which held on for its season-high fifth 
win in a row when Jason Terry’s three-pointer was 


ruled after the buzzer. 

Anthony Davis, who entered the game as the 
league’s third-leading scorer (27.7 ppg), added 27 
points and 13 rebounds. 

The Pelicans trailed by 18 early in the second 
half but outscored Milwaukee 38-19 in the third 
quarter. 

Khris Middleton scored 25 points for the Bucks. 
Giannis Antetokounmpo, the No. 2 scorer in the 
NBA (27.8) and Eric Bledsoe each added 20, but 
the Bucks lost for only the fourth time in the last 
14 games and fell to 9-26 all-time against New 
Orleans. 

Wizards 109, 76ers 94: Otto Porter scored 24 
points, Bradley Beal added 23 and host Washington 
had a dominant second quarter in a victory over 
Philadelphia. 

Kelly Oubre scored 16 of his 19 points in the first 
half to help fourth-place Washington move a half¬ 
game ahead of Indiana in the Eastern Conference 
standings. 

The Wizards improved to 9-3 in an extended 
stretch without All-Star point guard John Wall 
(knee surgery). 

Joel Embiid had 25 points and 10 rebounds for 
Philadelphia, which dropped a half-game behind 
Milwaukee into seventh place and two back of 
Washington in the congested East standings. 

Hornets 114, Pistons 98: Dwight Howard had 
17 points and 12 rebounds, Kemba Walker added 
17 points and Charlotte beat visiting Detroit for its 
season-best fourth straight win. 

The Hornets improved to 27-33 while making a 
push toward the No. 8 seed in the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence for the playoffs. The Pistons have 28 wins, and 
there are eight teams in the conference with at least 
31 victories. 

Seven Charlotte players scored in double digits, 
and the Hornets’ bench outscored Detroit’s re¬ 
serves 51-28. 

Blake Griffin led the Pistons with 20 points on 
lO-for-18 shooting, while Andre Drummond had 14 
points and 14 rebounds. Detroit has lost five of six. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 

W L Pet 

Toronto 41 17 .707 

Boston 42 19 .689 

Philadelphia 32 26 .552 

New York 24 37 .393 

Brooklyn 19 41 .317 

Southeast Division 
Washington 35 25 .583 

Miami 31 29 .517 

Charlotte 27 33 .450 

Orlando 18 41 .305 

Atlanta 18 42 .300 

Centrai Division 

Cleveland 35 24 .593 

Indiana 34 25 .576 

Milwaukee 33 26 .559 

Detroit 28 31 .475 

Chicago 20 39 .339 


GB 

'/2 

9 

18'/2 

23 


16'/2 

17 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 
W L 

Houston 46 13 

San Antonio 36 25 

New Orleans 33 26 

Memphis 18 40 

Dallas 18 42 

Northwest Division 
Minnesota 37 26 

Portland 34 26 

Oklahoma City 34 27 

Denver 33 27 

Utah 31 29 

Pacific Division 
Golden State 46 14 

LA. Clippers 31 27 

L.A. Lakers 25 34 

Sacramento 18 41 

Phoenix 18 43 

Saturday’s games 
Philadelphia 116, Orlando 105 
Boston 121, New York 112 
Miami 115, Memphis 89 
Golden State 112, Oklahoma City 80 
Minnesota 122, Chicago 104 
Portland 106, Phoenix 104 
Utah 97, Dallas 90 
L.A. Lakers 113, Sacramento 108 
Sunday’s games 
Charlotte 114, Detroit 98 
New Orleans 123, Milwaukee 121, OT 
San Antonio 110, Cleveland 94 
Houston 119, Denver 114 
Washington 109, Philadelphia 94 
Monday’s games 
Chicago at Brooklyn 
Detroit at Toronto 
Golden State at New York 
L.A. Lakers at Atlanta 
Memphis at Boston 
Orlando at Oklahoma City 
Phoenix at New Orleans 
Indiana at Dallas 
Houston at Utah 
Minnesota at Sacramento 
Tuesday’s games 
Brooklyn at Cleveland 
Chicago at Charlotte 
Philadelphia at Miami 
Washington at Milwaukee 
Sacramento at Portland 
L.A. Clippers at Denver 

Wednesday’s games 
Milwaukee at Detroit 
Toronto at Orlando 
Charlotte at Boston 
Indiana at Atlanta 
Golden State at Washington 
Phoenix at Memphis 
New Orleans at San Antonio 
Oklahoma City at Dallas 
Houston at L.A. Clippers 


Pet GB 

.780 - 

.590 11 

.559 13 

.310 27'/2 

.300 28'/2 

.587 - 

.567 l'/2 

.557 2 

.550 2'/2 

.517 4'/2 

.767 - 

.534 14 

.424 20'/2 
.305 27'/2 

.295 28'/2 


Sunday 

Spurs 110, Cavaliers 94 

SAN ANTONIO - Anderson 4-7 2-4 10, 
Aldridge 9-20 9-10 27, Gasol 5-9 1-2 11, 
Murray 5-12 3-4 13, Mills 3-9 3-3 11, Ber- 
tans 0-0 0-0 0, Gay 2-8 0-0 4, Lauvergne 0- 
3 0-0 0, Forbes 4-7 2-3 12, Parker 0-0 0-0 0, 
Paul 0-0 0-0 0, D.Green 6-11 5-6 22. Totals 
38-86 25-32 110. 

CLEVELAND - James 14-25 3-4 33, Os¬ 
man 1-6 2-3 4, Thompson 3-7 0-0 6, Hill 1-7 
0-0 2, Smith 1-8 0-0 2, J.Green 6-9 1-2 14, 
Nance Jr. 1-1 2-2 4, Zizic 0-0 0-0 0, Calde¬ 
ron 0-0 0-0 0, Korver 2-7 0-1 6, Hood 2-6 
2-2 6, Clarkson 7-14 0-0 17, Holland 0-1 0-0 
0. Totals 38-91 10-14 94. 

San Antonio 25 25 26 34-110 

Cleveland 20 33 21 20- 94 

Three-Point Goals—San Antonio 9-19 
(D.Green 5-9, Forbes 2-3, Mills 2-6, Gay 
0-1), Cleveland 8-34 (Clarkson 3-7, James 
2-5, Korver 2-7, J.Green 1-3, Hood 0-1, Hol¬ 
land 0-1, Osman 0-2, Hill 0-2, Smith 0-6). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—San Anto¬ 
nio 44 (Murray 9), Cleveland 47 (Thomp¬ 
son, James 13). Assists—San Antonio 22 
(Murray, Mills 5), Cleveland 18 (James 
9). Total Fouls—San Antonio 12, Cleve¬ 
land 24. Technicals—San Antonio coach 
Spurs (Defensive three second), James. 
A-20,562 (20,562). 


Rockets 119, Nu^^ets 114 

HOUSTON - Ariza 5-7 1-2 14, Tucker 
3-8 0-0 9, Capela 3-6 0-0 6, Paul 6-14 9-10 
23, Harden 11-20 13-16 41, Wright 2-3 0-0 
4, Anderson 4-6 0-0 8, Mbah a Moute 3-8 
1-2 7, Johnson 2-5 2-2 7. Totals 39-77 26- 
32 119. 


DENVER - Barton 10-15 2-3 25, Chan¬ 
dler 5-10 0-0 10, Jokic 7-18 7-9 21, Murray 
8-13 0-0 19, G.Harris 2-12 2-5 6, Lyles 5-8 1- 
2 12, Plumlee 2-2 2-2 6, D.Harris 2-3 1-1 6, 
Beasley 3-10 1-2 9. Totals 44-91 16-24 114 
Houston 38 28 26 27-119 

Denver 25 27 27 35-114 

Three-Point Goals—Houston 15-35 
(Harden 6-10, Ariza 3-4, Tucker 3-5, Paul 
2-7, Johnson 1-3, Anderson 0-2, Mbah a 
Moute 0-4), Denver 10-29 (Murray 3-5, 
Barton 3-7, Beasley 2-5, D.Harris 1-1, Lyles 
1-2, Jokic 0-1, Chandler 0-3, G.Harris 0-5). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Houston 
42 (Harden 8), Denver 36 (Jokic 14). As¬ 
sists—Houston 18 (Harden 7), Denver 33 
(Jokic 8). Total Fouls—Houston 23, Den¬ 
ver 27. Technicals—Houston coach Rock¬ 
ets (Defensive three second). A—20,044 
(19,155). 

Wizards 109, 76ers 94 

PHILADELPHIA - Covington 2-7 4-4 9, 
Saric 5-17 1-2 13, Embiid 9-20 5-6 25, Sim¬ 
mons 6-12 4-6 16, Redick 2-10 0-0 6, Book¬ 
er 1-2 1-2 3, Holmes 2-4 3-3 7, Johnson 

1- 2 3-5 5, McConnell 0-2 0-0 0, Luwawu- 
Cabarrot 0-0 0-0 0, Belinelli 3-10 2-3 10. 
Totals 31-86 23-31 94. 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 10-16 0-0 23, 
Morris 3-6 2-2 8, Gortat 6-11 1-1 13, Sa- 
toransky 2-3 2-2 7, Beal 9-14 3-3 24, Oubre 
Jr. 6-11 3-4 19, Scott 3-7 0-0 6, Mahinmi 1-3 
0-0 2, Frazier 1-3 0-0 2, Meeks 2-5 0-0 5. 
Totals 43-79 11-12 109. 

Philadelphia 28 20 25 21- 94 

Washington 30 37 20 22-109 

Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 9-33 
(Embiid 2-6, Saric 2-7, Belinelli 2-7, Redick 

2- 8, Covington 1-5), Washington 12-25 
(Oubre Jr. 4-7, Beal 3-5, Porter Jr. 3-6, Sa- 
toransky 1-1, Meeks 1-2, Scott 0-2, Morris 
0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Phil¬ 
adelphia 43 (Embiid 10), Washington 48 
(Gortat 10). Assists—Philadelphia 24 
(Simmons 8), Washington 35 (Satoran- 
sky 10). Total Fouls—Philadelphia 16, 
Washington 28. Technicals—Washington 
coach Wizards (Defensive three second). 
A-17,180 (20,356). 

Hornets 114, Pistons 98 

DETROIT - Johnson 3-4 2-2 9, Grif¬ 
fin 10-18 0-0 20, Drummond 7-13 0-1 14, 
Smith 6-11 0-2 13, Bullock 5-14 3-4 14, En¬ 
nis III 2-5 4-4 9, Tolliver 0-2 0-0 0, Ellenson 

3- 5 1-1 7, Moreland 0-0 0-0 0, Nelson 0-2 
0-0 0, Galloway 0-4 0-0 0, Buyeks 6-7 0-0 
12, Kennard 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 42-85 10-14 
98. 

CHARLOTTE - Kidd-Gilchrist 3-6 0-3 
6, Williams 3-7 0-0 8, Howard 8-10 1-2 17, 
Walker 5-11 5-5 17, Batum 5-10 1-115, Ba¬ 
con 0-0 0-0 0, Kaminsky 4-9 2-4 13, Zeller 

6- 9 1-2 13, Hernangomez 0-2 0-0 0, Monk 
0-5 0-0 0, Carter-Williams 3-6 3-4 10, Gra¬ 
ham 1-3 1-2 4, Lamb 4-10 0-0 11. Totals 42- 
88 14-23 114. 

Detroit 19 27 25 27- 98 

Charlotte 32 38 26 18-114 

Three-Point Goals—Detroit 4-18 (John¬ 
son 1-1, Smith 1-1, Ennis III 1-2, Bullock 

1- 5, Tolliver 0-1, Ellenson 0-1, Nelson 0-1, 
Griffin 0-3, Galloway 0-3), Charlotte 16- 
35 (Batum 4-7, Kaminsky 3-5, Lamb 3-6, 
Walker 2-4, Williams 2-5, Graham 1-1, 
Carter-Williams 1-4, Monk 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Detroit 41 (Drum¬ 
mond 14), Charlotte 47 (Howard 12). As- 
sists-Detroit 23 (Smith 8), Charlotte 28 
(Batum 9). Total Fouls—Detroit 22, Char¬ 
lotte 19. Technicals-Griffin. A-17,894 
(19,077). 

Pelicans 123, Bucks 121 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 4-11 1-2 11, 
Davis 12-26 3-4 27, Okafor 1-3 0-0 2, Rondo 

7- 11 0-0 16, Holiday 16-31 2-2 36, Miller 2-3 
0-0 6, Diallo 2-3 1-2 5, Mirotic 5-15 3-3 14, 
Liggins 0-0 0-0 0, Clark 2-4 1-1 6, Lemon Jr. 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 51-107 11-14 123. 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 8-16 8-8 25, 
Antetokounmpo 6-18 8-10 20, Henson 5-7 

2- 3 12, Bledsoe 7-15 4-4 20, Snell 4-9 0-0 9, 
Parker 7-14 2-2 18, Maker 2-5 2-2 6, Zeller 

1- 1 0-0 2, Terry 0-7 0-0 0, Brown 4-5 0-0 9. 
Totals 44-97 26-29 121. 

New Orleans 21 28 38 27 9-123 

Milwaukee 32 34 19 29 7-121 

Three-Point Goals—New Orleans 10-30 
(Rondo 2-3, Miller 2-3, Holiday 2-5, Moore 

2- 6, Clark 1-2, Mirotic 1-8, Davis 0-3), Mil¬ 
waukee 7-25 (Parker 2-3, Bledsoe 2-5, 
Brown 1-2, Snell 1-3, Middleton 1-4, An¬ 
tetokounmpo 0-2, Maker 0-2, Terry 0-4). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—New Or¬ 
leans 50 (Davis 13), Milwaukee 45 (Bled¬ 
soe 9). Assists—New Orleans 22 (Rondo 
12), Milwaukee 21 (Antetokounmpo 6). 
Total Fouls—New Orleans 24, Milwaukee 
19. A-18,717 (18,717). 

Calendar 

April 11-14 — Portsmouth (Va.) Invita¬ 
tional Tournament. 

April 11 — Regular season ends. 

April 14 — Playoffs begin. 

April 22 — Early entry eligibility dead¬ 
line for NBA draft (11:59 p.m. EDT). 

May 31 — NBA Finals begin. 

June 11 — Early entry withdrawal 
deadline for NBA draft (5 p.m. EDT). 

June 17 — NBA Finals latest possible 
date. 

June 21 - NBA draft. 
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NHL 



Mark Humphrey/AP 


Predators left wing Austin Watson, left, celebrates with Mattias 
Ekholmafter Watson scored a short-handed goal against the St. 
Louis Blues in the second period Sunday in Nashville, Tenn. 

Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Boston 

Florida 

Detroit 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

Buffalo 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

62 42 17 3 87 223 167 

64 39 20 5 83 213 178 

60 37 15 8 82 195 150 

59 28 25 6 62 175 193 

10 62 165 183 
- 55 157 193 

10 52 166 216 

11 49 151 206 


62 26 26 

61 23 29 

61 21 30 

63 19 33 

Metropoiitan Division 

Washington 62 35 20 7 77 194 184 

Philaderphia 62 33 19 10 76 188 178 

Pittsburgh 63 36 23 4 76 206 187 

New Jersey 62 32 22 8 72 185 188 

Columbus 62 31 26 5 67 163 174 

N.Y. Islanders 63 29 27 7 65 207 225 

Carolina 62 27 25 10 64 164 189 

N.Y. Rangers 63 27 30 6 60 177 201 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

. . 85 196 155 

83 208 164 
77 188 174 
74 184 164 
72 173 164 
69 187 185 
8 62 178 179 


StLouis 

Colorado 

Chicago 


Vegas 
San Jose 
Anaheim 
Calgary 
Los Angeles 
Edmonton 
Vancouver 
Arizona 


62 35 23 

63 34 25 
61 32 24 
63 27 


Pacific Division 

61 41 16 4 86 215 166 

9 75 182 176 
12 74 176 178 

9 73 182 185 
5 71 177 155 
4 58 177 204 
7 55 167 201 
10 46 148 205 


63 33 21 

64 31 21 

63 32 22 
62 33 24 
62 27 31 
62 24 31 

_ 62 18 34 

NOTE: Two points for___ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Sunday’s games 
Nashville 4, St. Louis 0 
Buffalo 4, Boston 1 
Detroit 3, N.Y. Rangers 2, OT 
Minnesota 3, San Jose 2, OT 
Edmonton 6, Anaheim 5, SO 
Vancouver 3, Arizona 1 

Monday’s games 
Washington at CoJurribus 
Toronto at Tampa Bay 
Philadelphia at Montreal 
Vancouver at Colorado 
Vegas at Los Angeles 

Tuesday’s games 
Ottawa at Washington 
New Jersey at Pittsburgh 
Carolina at Boston 
Toronto at Florida 
Nashville at Winnipeg 
St. Louis at Minnesota 
Calgary at Dallas 
Edmonton at San Jose 
Los Angeles at Vegas 

Wednesday’s games 
Buffalo at Tampa Bay 
N.Y. Islanders at Montreal 
Detroit at St. Louis 
Calgary at Colorado 
N.Y. Rangers at Vancouver 

Sunday 

Oilers 6, Ducks 5 (SO) 

Edmonton 2 12 0-6 

Anaheim 113 0-5 

Edmonton won shootout 2-1 
First Period—1, Edmonton, DraisaitI 20 
(Cammalleri), 0:13. 2, Anaheim, Rakell 23 
(Fowler, Getzlaf), 1:46.3, Edmonton, Slepy- 
shev 5 (Cammalleri, McDavid), 12:55. 

Second Period—4, Anaheim, Henrique 
19 (Getzlaf, Montour), 1:22 (pp). 5, Edmon¬ 
ton, Strome 11 (Montoya, DraisaitI), 8:02. 

Third Period—6 , Edmonton, Strome 12 
(Puljujarvi, McDavid), 2:31. 7, Anaheim, 
Getzlaf 9 (Lindholm, Perry), 14:00. 8, Ed¬ 
monton, Pakarinen 2 (Lucic, McDavid), 
15:40. 9, Anaheim, Rakell 24 (Getzlaf, Per¬ 
ry), 19:39. 10, Anaheim, Rakell 25 (Grant, 
Perry), 19:53. 

Shootout—Edmonton 2 (Cammalleri 
NG, DraisaitI G, McDavid G), Anaheim 1 
(Rakell G, Getzlaf NG, Kase NG). 

Shots on Goal—Edmonton 12-17-6-7— 
42. Anaheim 13-11-20-2-46. 

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 
0 of 2; Anaheim 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Edmonton, Montoya 4-2-1 (46 
shots-41 saves). Anaheim, Miller 8-5-6 (42- 
37). 

A-17,174 (17,174). T-2:45. 


Predators 4, Blues 0 

St. Louis 0 0 0-0 

Nashville 2 2 0-4 

First Period—1, Nashville, Sissons 7 
(Turris, Josi), 4:45 (pp). 2, Nashville, Fiala 
20 (Smith), 14:21. 

Second Period—3, Nashville, Fiartnell 
11 (Ellis, Jarnkrok), 1:20. 4, Nashville, 
Watson 8 (Johansen), 13:24 (sh). 

Shots on Goal-St. Louis 9-8-10-27. 
Nashville 16-10-13-39. 

Power-play opportunities—St. Louis 0 
of 5; Nashville 1 of 2. 

Goalies-St. Louis, Allen 19-19-2 (39 
shots-35 saves). Nashville, Rinne 32-9-4 
(27-27). 

A-17,523 (17,113). T-2:19. 

Sabres 4, Bruins 1 

Boston 0 1 0-1 

Buffalo 2 1 1-4 

First Period—1, Buffalo, Pouliot 12 
(Baptiste, Antipin), 14:26. 2, Buffalo, Ok- 
poso 11 (Rodrigues, O’Reilly), 16:31 (pp). 

Second Period—3, Boston, McAvoy 6 
(Marchand, Pastrnak), 3:35. 4, Buffalo, 
Rodrigues 5 (Ristolainen, Reinhart), 7:50. 

Third Period—5, Buffalo, Scandella 4 
(Antipin, Pominville), 3:22. 

Shots on Goal—Boston 8-16-11—35. 
Buffalo 6-8-10-24. 

Power-play opportunities—Boston 0 
of 4; Buffalo 1 of 5. 

Goalies—Boston, Khudobin 13-4-4 (24 
shots-20 saves). Buffalo, Johnson 5-10-3 
(35-34). 

A-18,522 (19,070). T-2:28. 

Red Wings 3, Rangers 2 (OT) 

Detroit 110 1-3 

N.Y. Rangers 0 11 0-2 

First Period—1, Detroit, Athanasiou 12 
(Larkin, Jensen), 19:53. 

Second Period—2, Detroit, Helm 8, 
4:31.3, N.Y. Rangers, Miller 13 (DeAngelo, 
Spooner), 7:51 (pp). 

Third Period—4, N.Y. Rangers, Fast 10 
(Spooner, Hayes), 11:16. 

Overtime—5, Detroit, Daley 7 (Nielsen, 
Tatar), 4:54. 

Shots on Goal-Detrolt 11-12-10-1-34. 
N.Y. Rangers 13-6-19-38. 

Power-play opportunities—Detroit 0 
of 3; N.Y. Rangers 1 of 2. 

Goalies-Detroit, Howard 18-19-7 (38 
shots-36 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 
23-21-5 (34-31). 

A-18,006 (18,006). T-2:47. 

Wild 3, Sharks 2 (OT) 

San Jose 110 0-2 

Minnesota 0 11 1-3 

First Period—1, San Jose, Ryan 3 (Han¬ 
sen, Goodrow), 14:00. 

Second Period—2, San Jose, Tierney 
15 (Labanc), 2:28. 3, Minnesota, Cullen 7 
(Spurgeon, Foligno), 19:16. 

Third Period—4, Minnesota, Staal 30 
(Suter, Zucker), 15:16. 

Overtime—5, Minnesota, Spurgeon 8 
(Zucker), 4:48. 

Shots on Goal—San Jose 17-4-6-1—28. 
Minnesota 10-19-10-2-41. 

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 0 
of 1; Minnesota 0 of 3. 

Goalies—San Jose, Jones 19-16-6 (41 
shots-38 saves). Minnesota, Dubnyk 26- 
11-5 (28-26). 

A-19,105 (18,064). T-2:35. 

Canucks 3, Coyotes 1 

Vancouver 1 0 2-3 

Arizona 0 0 1-1 

First Period—1, Vancouver, D.Sedin 17 
(Pouliot, H.Sedin), 2:16 (pp). 

Third Period—2, Arizona, Goligoski 9 
(Stepan, Perlini), 9:18 (pp). 3, Vancouver, 
D.Sedin 18 (Boeser, Stecher), 11:43. 4, 
Vancouver, D.Archibald 2 (Sutter, Stech¬ 
er), 14:08 (sh). 

Shots on Goal—Vancouver 10-11-6— 
27. Arizona 14-13-15-42. 

Power-play opportunities—Vancouver 
1 of 4; Arizona 1 of 6. 

Goalies—Vancouver, Markstrom 17- 
20-5 (42 shots-41 saves). Arizona, Kuem- 
per 10-2-3 (27-24). 

A-10,935 (17,125). T-2:24. 


Bold Bruins acquire Nash 



Jeffrey T. Barnes/AP 


Newly-acquired Bruins forward Rick Nash lines up for a face off 
during the first period Sunday against the Buffalo Sabres. 


By John Wawrow 

Associated Press 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — As well 
as the Boston Bruins have been 
playing, general manager Don 
Sweeney wasn’t going to pass up 
an opportunity to make them bet¬ 
ter. And bigger. 

Sweeney continued solidifying 
a playoff push Sunday by acquir¬ 
ing forward Rick Nash in a multi¬ 
player trade with the Rangers that 
leaves New York retooling for the 
long-term future. The Rangers 
acquired the Bruins’ first-round 
pick in this year’s draft as well as 
forwards Ryan Spooner and Matt 
Beleskey, prospect defenseman 
Ryan Lindgren and a seventh- 
round pick in the 2019 draft in 
a deal reached a day before the 
NHL’s trade deadline. 

“Our players have made a push 
and I wanted to inch that along if 
we could, and reward it in a way,” 
Sweeney said. 

At 6-foot-4, Nash provides Bos¬ 
ton an established power forward 
to fill out their second line cen¬ 
tered by David Krejci. And the 
33-year-old Nash, who has topped 
30 goals in eight of his 15 seasons, 
also adds an offensive dimension 
to a team that has leaned heavily 
on its top line, which has com¬ 
bined to score 73 of Boston’s 192 
goals this season. 

The Bruins lost 4-1 to Buffalo 
in Nash’s debut and squandered 
an opportunity to jump into sec¬ 
ond place in the Atlantic Divi¬ 
sion standings, a point ahead of 
Toronto. 

Nash arrived in Buffalo in time 
for the game and was credited 
with five shots on goal and 17 Vz 
minutes of ice time. 

The game was Nash’s first in 
nearly a week after the Rangers 
had him sit out their previous two 
games to avoid the possibility of 
him getting injured. 

“It was a strange last few weeks 
in New York, but I’ve moved on 
and I’m excited about this oppor¬ 


tunity,” he said. 

Nash knew he was on the move 
being in the final year of his con¬ 
tract and eligible to become an 
unrestricted free agent this sum¬ 
mer, and after the Rangers asked 
him to submit a list of teams he’d 
consider joining. 

The Bruins topped his list, 
thoughNashacknowledgedhewas 
ready to go almost anywhere. 

“I wasn’t going hold them hos¬ 
tage or anything like that, but I 
wanted to go to a place that wanted 
me and a place that had a chance 
to win,” he said. “And I think Bos¬ 
ton fits those perfectly.” 

Boston wasn’t done adding to 
its roster by signing Brian Gionta 
to a one-year $700,000 contract. 
Gionta returns for a 16th NHL 
season after serving as captain of 
the United States Olympic team, 
which was eliminated following 
a loss to the Czech Republic in 
the quarterfinal round at the Py- 
eongchang Winter Games. 

For the Rangers, trading Nash 
further signaled their plans to 
overhaul the aging core of a ros¬ 
ter that helped New York make 


the playoffs in each of the previ¬ 
ous seven seasons, including the 
team that lost the 2014 Stanley 
Cup Final in five games to Los 
Angeles. 

The Rangers are slipping out of 
playoff contention in going 5-16 in 
their past 21 games since Jan. 7, 
and have lost six straight in pre¬ 
paring to host Detroit on Sunday. 

Adding the Bruins’ first-round 
pick gives the Rangers nine selec¬ 
tions in this year’s draft, includ¬ 
ing six in the first three rounds. 

This marked the second trade 
between the two teams this past 
week. On Tuesday, the Bruins 
acquired veteran defenseman 
Nick Holden for prospect Robbie 
O’Gara and a draft pick. 

New York might not be done 
dealing with captain Ryan Mc- 
Donagh also considered to be on 
the trading block. 

And with Nash off the market, 
the focus of trade attention also 
turns to whether Sabres forward 
Evander Kane and Ottawa Sena¬ 
tors defenseman Erik Karlsson 
would also be dealt by Monday 
afternoon. 


Roundup 

Oilers hold off Ducks in overtime 


Associated Press 

ANAHEIM, Calif — The Ed¬ 
monton Oilers have been reduced 
to playing spoiler in the play¬ 
off race. It’s a role they seem to 
be relishing, creating plenty of 
drama along the way. 

Ryan Strome scored twice and 
the Oilers recovered to beat the 
Anaheim Ducks 6-5 in a shoot¬ 
out Sunday after giving up two 
goals in the final 21 seconds of 
regulation. 

After nearly allowing Los An¬ 
geles to overcome a two-goal 
deficit in the final 18 seconds of 
a 4-3 win Saturday, the Oilers 
found themselves playing extra 
hockey Sunday when Rickard 
Rakell scored with 20.9 seconds 
remaining in the third period to 
make it 5-4 and then tied it with 


6.3 seconds to play. He beat A1 
Montoya with a wrist shot from 
the slot after Derek Grant won the 
faceoff against Leon DraisaitI. 

Following a wide-open over¬ 
time in which both teams had 
plenty of chances to win, Drai¬ 
saitI and Connor McDavid scored 
in the shootout for Edmonton and 
Montoya stopped shots by Ryan 
Getzlaf and Ondrej Kase after 
Rakell made his. 

“When you’re not really in the 
hunt anymore you’ve got to find 
ways to keep yourself motivated 
and we’ve definitely been able to 
do that,” said McDavid, who had 
three assists. “I think our last two 
games have been two of the best 
that we’ve played in a long time 
and it’s good to see.” 

Red Wings 3, Rangers 2 (OT): 
Trevor Daley scored on a tip-in 


with 5.6 seconds to go in overtime 
to lift visiting Detroit. 

Predators 4, Blues 0: Pekka 
Rinne made 27 saves for his sixth 
shutout of the season and Nash¬ 
ville beat visiting St. Louis to 
regain sole possession of the Cen¬ 
tral Division lead. 

Wild 3, Sharks 2 (OT): Jared 
Spurgeon scored with 12 sec¬ 
onds left in overtime to lift host 
Minnesota. 

Spurgeon added an assist, and 
Jason Zucker had two assists, 
setting up Spurgeon in the extra 
session as Minnesota tied a sea¬ 
son-high with its fourth straight 
victory. 

Canucks 3, Coyotes 1: Dan¬ 
iel Sedin broke a tie with 9:17 to 
play with his second goal of the 
game and Vancouver beat host 
Arizona. 
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Bridges, Spartans hold off 
Wisconsin for Big Ten title 



Andy Manis/AP 


Michigan State’s Miles Bridges, right, shoots over Wisconsin’s Ethan 
Happ during the first half Sunday in Madison, Wis. 


By Genaro C. Armas 

Associated Press 

MADISON, Wis. — No. 2 Mich¬ 
igan State arrived at Wisconsin 
feeling a little discombobulated 
with so many off-court issues 
swirling around the program. 

The Spartans are returning to 
East Lansing with the outright 
Big Ten regular-season title and 
more clarity about the future of 
star forward Miles Bridges. 

Cassius Winston scored 20 
points and went 6-for-6 from the 
three-point line, and Bridges 
hit two late foul shots to hold off 
the Badgers for a 68-63 win on 
Sunday. 

The Spartans (28-3, 16-2) cel¬ 
ebrated in the locker room after 
clinching the top seed in this 
week’s Big Ten Tournament in 
New York. But coach Tom Izzo 
could sense the weariness among 
his players, who had some mental 
lapses against Wisconsin. 

“I just think we’re a little men¬ 
tally worn down from all the 
things they’ve been through,” 
Izzo said. “Handling the adver¬ 
sity that they’ve handled I think 
is going to make them better men 


for the next 60 years.” 

It appears that Bridges’ short¬ 
term future is more secure after 
he was cleared by the NCAA fol¬ 
lowing a Yahoo! Sports article 
on Friday that identified him as 
one of many players who may 
have received improper benefits. 
Michigan State didn’t get the go- 
ahead from the NCAA until Sat¬ 
urday, about an hour before the 
team left for Madison. 

“I didn’t get anything, that’s the 
truth,” Bridges said. “I just want 
to thank the (Michigan State) com¬ 
pliance office and the NCAA.” 

The star forward had 10 points 
on 3-for-15 shooting, missing all 
eight three-point attempts. 

Winston and Nick Ward, who 
had 14 points, picked up the scor¬ 
ing slack. Winston’s three with 
4:45 left gave the Spartans a 58- 
51 lead, a huge cushion in what 
had been a tight game. 

Brad Davison finished with a 
career-high 30 points for Wiscon¬ 
sin (14-17, 7-11), including a three 
to get within three with 4.7 sec¬ 
onds left that had hometown fans 
holding out hope for an upset. 
Bridges sealed the victory with 
his two free throws. 


“It doesn’t feel good to lose, 
but I’m proud of the way these 
guys fought,” said forward Ethan 
Happ, who had 13 points and six 
rebounds. 

Documents in the Yahoo! story 
showed that Bridges may have 
improperly accepted benefits 
from an agency implicated in a 
federal investigation into bribery 
and other misdeeds in college 
basketball. The team said Satur¬ 
day that the school’s compliance 
office conducted a “thorough 
internal review” and presented 
findings to the NCAA, which then 
cleared Bridges. 

“The research that [he school] 
did and the NCAA did ... and the 
fact that the NCAA moved on it 
quickly, there are reasons that 
they did,” Izzo said Sunday. 

Yahoo published expense re¬ 
ports listing a $400 cash advance 
to Bridges’ mother as well as a 
$70 lunch with the player’s par¬ 
ents. When asked after the game. 
Bridges said his mother did not 
receive any benefits. 

Bridges said it wasn’t hard for 
him to stay focused on the game 
“because of my teammates and 
the great job the compliance of¬ 


fice did helping me out. I know 
my teammates and my coaches 
have my back all the time.” 

Davison nearly single-hand¬ 
edly brought Wisconsin back, giv¬ 
ing the Badgers a huge boost even 
after aggravating a left shoulder 
injury. The freshman sprinted to 
the locker room with a trainer 
with about 14 minutes left before 
returning a couple minutes later 


and checking right back in. 

“He ran by me to the scorer’s 
table,” coach Greg Gard said with 
a smile. “I guess he was good to 
go. The trainers didn’t stop me 
from putting him in.” 

Davison became the first Wis¬ 
consin freshman to score 30 
against a Big Ten opponent since 
Michael Finley had 30 against 
Michigan on Feb. 26,1992. 


Roundup 

Unranked NC State dominates No. 25 Florida State 



Gerry Broome/AP 


North Carolina State’s Sam Hunt (15) reacts following a three-point basket against 
Florida State during the second half Sunday in Raleigh, N.C. The Wolfpack won 92-72. 


Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — North Carolina 
State’s offense is rolling heading into 
March. 

Allerik Freeman scored 25 points to help 
N.C. State beat No. 25 Florida State 92-72 
on Sunday night. 

Torin Dorn added 19 points and Sam 
Hunt had 14 for the Wolfpack (20-9, 10-6 
Atlantic Coast Conference), who opened the 
game with a 9-2 spurt and never trailed. 

N.C. State shot at least 50 percent from 
the field for the fifth straight game, win¬ 
ning its fourth consecutive ACC regular 
season game in the same season for the 
first time since 2006. 

“We’re just sharing the ball, getting to 
our spots, and everybody is shooting the 
shots that they’re good at and that they 
work at,” Dorn said. “Guys are just click¬ 
ing right now, and it’s great to click at this 
time of the year.” 

Omer Yurtseven scored 13 points and 
Markell Johnson had 12 for the Wolfpack, 
who led by as many as 28 points in the sec¬ 
ond half 

N.C. State shot 50 percent from the floor, 
including 13 of 22 from three-point range. 

“They were so focused in the moment 
that I didn’t think they would ever miss,” 
Florida State coach Leonard Hamilton 
said. “And, really, some of them almost 
didn’t miss.” 

Trent Forrest led Florida State (19-9, 8- 
8) with 16 points. 

Braian Angola scored 14 points and 
Christ Koumadje had 12 for the Seminoles, 
who were O-for-15 from three-point range. 

Terance Mann scored all 10 of his points 
in the second half for Florida State. 


“I thought our guys played a really good 
game from start to finish,” N.C. State 
coach Kevin Keatts said. “We did a tre¬ 
mendous job, especially in the first half, 
defensively.” 

No. 9 Purdue 84, Minnesota 60: Da¬ 
kota Mathias matched his career high with 
25 points and left to a standing ovation in 
his final home game as Purdue blew out 
Minnesota. 

Carsen Edwards had 18 points for the 
Boilermakers (26-5, 15-3 Big Ten), who 


won their third straight after a three-game 
skid. 

No. 11 Cincinnati 82, Tulsa 74: Gary 
Clark led a 24-4 run that put Cincinnati 
ahead to stay early in the second half, and 
the host Bearcats held on to preserve their 
one-game lead in the American Athletic 
Conference heading into the final week. 

Cincinnati (25-4, 14-2) stayed ahead of 
No. 13 Wichita State (23-5,13-3) in the race 
for the regular-season title. The Shockers 
won on Cincinnati’s home court 76-72 a 


week ago. 

No. 20 Nevada 92, Colorado State 83: 

Caleb Martin scored 25 points, Jordan 
Caroline had 21 points and 14 rebounds 
and host Nevada beat Colorado State to 
earn the No. 1 seed in the Mountain West 
Tournament. 

No. 23 Houston 109, East Carolina 58: 

Rob Gray had 19 points and 11 assists, and 
host Houston used a huge first half to rout 
East Carolina. 

Nebraska 76, Penn State 64: Isaac Co¬ 
peland had 17 points and Nebraska opened 
a 21-point lead midway through the second 
half, then held off visiting Penn State. 

Nebraska (22-9, 13-5 Big Ten) clinched 
the No. 4 seed and double-bye into the 
quarterfinals of next week’s conference 
tournament. 

UNC Greensboro 88, Samford 75: 

Marvin Smith scored a career-high 26 
points, Kyrin Galloway scored 15 and host 
UNC Greensboro clinched the Southern 
Conference regular-season championship. 

The Spartans (24-7, 15-3) won the con¬ 
ference outright after Furman (22-9, 13- 
5) defeated second-place East Tennessee 
State (23-8,14-4), 79-76, earlier in the day. 

Rider 110, Iona 101: Dimencio 
Vaughn scored 26 points, Tyere Marshall 
had 19 points and 16 rebounds and host 
Rider clinched the No. 1 seed for the Metro 
Atlantic Athletic Conference Tournament 
with its highest-scoring output of the sea¬ 
son in beating Iona. 

The Broncs (22-8, 15-3) share the regu¬ 
lar-season title with Canisius. Rider will 
play the 8-9 winner at the tournament in 
Albany, New York, while fourth-seeded 
Iona (17-13,11-7) will play the fifth seed. 
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OLYMPICS 


Players singing anthem won’t halt Russia return 



By James Ellingworth 

Associated Press 

GANGNEUNG, South Korea 
— Russia’s imminent return from 
a doping suspension won’t be de¬ 
railed because its hockey players 
sang their national anthem, the 
International Olympic Commit¬ 
tee said Monday. 

The Russian men’s team de¬ 
fied IOC rules by belting out the 
anthem at their medal ceremony 
following Sunday’s 4-3 overtime 
win against Germany in the gold- 
medal game. Russian fans at the 
match also sang along. 

“We understand that this was 
over excitement by the athletes 
who had just won a gold medal in 
extraordinary circumstances,” 
the IOC said in an e-mailed state¬ 
ment to The Associated Press. 

Players on the Russian team 
said they agreed before the game 
that they would sing the anthem. 

The IOC suspended Russia’s 
membership in December over a 
doping scheme at the 2014 Olym¬ 
pics, but allowed 168 Russians to 
enter the Pyeongchang Olympics 
as “Olympic Athletes from Rus¬ 
sia” in neutral uniforms. 

They had to sign a document 
agreeing not to display any na¬ 


tional symbols or protest the re¬ 
strictions. The Olympic anthem 
played when Russians won gold. 

The IOC voted against reinstat¬ 
ing Russia in time for the closing 


ceremony Sunday, which would 
have allowed Russian athletes to 
march under their national flag. 
The Russian delegation had stock¬ 
piled uniforms with the Russian 


Jae C. Hong/AP 

men’s gold medal game against 


flag in preparation. 

However, the IOC decided that 
Russia will be reinstated if no 
more of its athletes fail drug tests 
from the Pyeongchang Games. 


Russia produced two of the four 
doping cases announced so far. 

Testing of samples taken from 
Russians in Pyeongchang is 
nearing its end, and Russian IOC 
member Shamil Tarpishchev told 
the state news agency RIA Novos- 
ti on Monday that reinstatement 
could come as soon as Tuesday. 

The IOC’s ruling brought 
sharp criticism from an alliance 
of national anti-doping agencies, 
iNADO. 

“It has taken two positive tests 
on Russian athletes to force the 
IOC’s hand when its clear in¬ 
tention had been to readmit the 
ROC before the closing of the Py¬ 
eongchang Games,” iNADO said 
in a statement. 

“The disappointing fact that 
this is another short-lived, nego¬ 
tiated deal, to be lifted promptly 
within the next few days, indi¬ 
cates the IOC’s management of 
this issue has gone from bad to 
worse.” 

The two Russians who tested 
positive in Pyeongchang so far 
are curler Alexander Krush- 
elnitsky, who was stripped of his 
bronze medal, and the bobsled 
pilot Nadezhda Sergeeva. Both 
accepted a disqualification. 


Tokyo prepared to be ‘safe pair of hands’ for IOC 



Shizuo Kambayashi/AP 


Images are illuminated on the Tokyo Metropolitan Government 
building last summer. Tokyo is saying it is everything that Rio de 
Janeiro wasn’t during the last Summer Olympics. Rio left behind 
scandals, millions in unpaid bills, and empty hwhite elephant’ venues. 


By Stephen Wade and 
Mari Yamaguchi 
Associated Press 

PYEONGCHANG, South 
Korea — Tokyo used its famous 
1964 Olympics to show off a mi¬ 
raculous recovery from defeat 
in World War II. Japan was back 
after just 19 years with high¬ 
speed trains, geeky gadgets, and 
dazzling efficiency. 

Tokyo’s back with the 2020 
Summer Olympics, this time with 
something different to prove. 

This time the Japanese capital 
wants to remind the rest of the 
world that China and South Korea 
haven’t left behind the first eco¬ 
nomic powerhouse in East Asia. 
They will use the Games to show¬ 
case a clean, safe, and innovative 
city; an urban maze of nightlife, 
shopping, and dizzying subway 
lines that give texture to “Cool 
Japan” and the country’s place as 
a cultural touchstone. 

“It’s going to be a good op¬ 
portunity to showcase Japanese 
culture, our technology, our prod¬ 
ucts, our good level of service 
to give impetus to the Japanese 
economy,” Maki Kobayashi-Tera- 
da of the Ministry of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs, told The Associated Press. 

“It’s exactly soft power ... to 
create economic impact,” Ko- 
bayashi-Terada added, a fancy 
term that means translating an 
engaging culture into political 
and economic power. 

Tokyo has billed itself as a “safe 
pair of hands” for the Olympics, 
which is everything that Rio de 
Janeiro wasn’t. The 2016 Games 
left behind scandals, millions in 
unpaid bills, and useless “white 
elephant” venues. 


Tokyo also marks a watershed 
for the battered International 
Olympic Committee. 

After corruption dogged the 
Rio Games, and a doping scan¬ 
dal grew out of the 2014 Winter 
Games in Sochi, Tokyo should 
be the first of three return-to- 
normal Summer Games in first- 
world metropolises. The IOC has 
already picked Paris for 2024 and 
Los Angeles for 2028. 

And Japan also has hosted two 
successful Winter Olympics in 
Nagano and Sapporo. 

“I don’t think the International 
Olympic Committee is going to go 
to a developing city any longer,” 
Olympic historian David Wal- 
lechinsky told The Associated 
Press. “They don’t want that any¬ 
more. They want cities that are 


ready.” 

The Pyeongchang Olympics 
were Wallechinsky’s 18th, and 
he has researched every Olym¬ 
pics extensively including Tokyo. 
Those Olympics kicked off when 
Yoshinori Sakai — born in Hiro¬ 
shima the day the city was hit by 
the 1945 atomic bomb — lit the 
Olympic cauldron. 

But exactly what’s in it for 
Japan? 

Kobayashi-Terada said the 
Olympics will improve accessibil¬ 
ity for the elderly and for people 
with disabilities, modernize in¬ 
frastructure and drive tourism. 
She said Japan had 29 million for¬ 
eign visitors last year, and hopes 
to have 40 million in 2020. Tour¬ 
ism is booming, particularly from 
Asia. 


The Olympics will also try to 
convince the world about the safe¬ 
ty of Fukushima, where a nuclear 
reactor was damaged after the 
2011 earthquake and tsunami. 
The prefecture north of Tokyo is 
a venue for baseball and softball. 

“There are only some limited 
villages which are restricted for 
entry,” Kobayashi-Terada said. 
“But there are so many other 
places which are already under 
recovery. We’d like to show that 
and thank the world.” 

But there are hints of scandal. 

A French-led investigation has 
been looking into $2 million paid 
by the Tokyo Olympic bid team 
— or representatives — to sports 
officials who have been linked to 
vote-buying in IOC bid elections. 
A Japanese investigation conclud¬ 
ed the payments were not illegal. 

“Our committee is different 
from the bidding committee,” Ko¬ 
bayashi-Terada said. “We believe 
that we got Tokyo 2020 because 
our bid was the best one.” 

And there are domestic 
doubters. 

Japan is already a high-tax 
country that does not need the 
Olympics to spur building new 
bridges, trains and highways. 
Taxpayers have been critical of 
too much spending on question¬ 
able projects. 

“Tokyo lacks a clear purpose 
for hosting the Games other than 
city development, and that’s why 
many people are still puzzled 
today,” said Yuji Ishizaka, an ex¬ 
pert on the Olympics at Japan’s 
Nara Women’s University. 

Ishizaka said people are both¬ 
ered by delays and scandals in¬ 
volving the redevelopment plans 


for Tokyo’s world-famous Tsukiji 
fish market and the city’s bay 
area, where several events will be 
held. 

The IOC and local organizers 
say they’re cutting costs. John 
Coates, the IOC member oversee¬ 
ing Tokyo’s plans, said recently 
that Tokyo had cut $1.4 billion 
from the price tag. Some venues 
have been moved to other areas, 
and existing venues will be used 
instead of building new ones. 

Coates lauded Tokyo’s trans¬ 
parency and mentioned Rio. 

“In Rio we didn’t know who was 
paying what — if at all,” he said. 

Tokyo organizers say the 
Games will cost about 1.35 trillion 
yen ($12.5 billion). However, last 
month Tokyo Governor Yuriko 
Koike said the city would spend 
an added 810 billion yen ($7.5 bil¬ 
lion) on “projects directly and in¬ 
directly related to the Games.” 

The IOC and organizers argue 
those expenditures fall “outside 
the overall Games budget.” This 
is a debate that rages at every 
Games: Exactly what are, and 
what aren’t, Olympic expenses? 

Koike said the new costs includ¬ 
ed building barrier-free facilities 
for Paralympic athletes, training 
programs for volunteers, and ad¬ 
vertising and tourism plans. 

That puts the total cost at about 
$20 billion, 70 percent of which is 
public money. This figure includes 
the privately run local organizing 
committee’s budget of 600 billion 
yen ($5.5 billion). About $2.91 bil¬ 
lion of that is coming from nation¬ 
al marketing program that has 
landed 47 sponsors. 

“And there will be more to 
come,” Coates said. 










Page 30 


mmmmimM 


Stars and Stripes 


Tuesday, February 27,2018 


MLB 



Entering the final season of a six-year, $85.5 million contract, the 
Orioles' Adam Jones faces an uncertain future. While Baltimore has 
been in the postseason three times in Jones’ career, he’s yet to play 
in a World Series — and that bothers him. 

For O's Jones, a 
ring is the thing 

Baltimore’s All-Star CF focused on winning 



Jeff Roberson/AP 


Houston Astros outfielder Geoi^e Springer catches a pop fly during 
spring training in West Palm Beach, Fla. 


Associated Press 

SARASOTA, Fla. — For 10 
seasons, Adam Jones has been 
the backbone of the Baltimore 
Orioles. 

The 32-year-old center fielder 
has the fourth-most hits in team 
history, has made five All-Star 
teams and won four Gold Gloves. 

Now in the final season of a 
six-year, $85.5 million contract, 
Jones wonders where his future 
lies. 

“That’s up to the front office. 
Business is business,” Jones said. 

In his decade with the Orioles, 
Jones has performed brilliantly 
— on and off the field. He has 
seven straight seasons with more 
than 25 home runs and had six 
seasons of more than 80 RBIs. 
He’s been the most visible and ac¬ 
cessible player the team has and 
been extraordinarily active in 
community affairs. 

While Baltimore has been in 
the postseason three times in 
Jones’ career, he’s yet to play in 
a World Series, and that bothers 
him. 

With Jones, star shortstop 
Manny Machado and relievers 
Brad Brach and Zach Britton free 
agents after this season, he could 
go elsewhere. 

“This is my career. This is not 
the fans’ career, so I’m going to 
make the best decision for my¬ 
self and going forward,” Jones 
said, “I want to win. It’s not about 
money. It’s winning. I’ve got a 
bunch of friends with rings and I 
ain’t got no ring, so I want to play 
for something.” 

When Jones came to the Ori¬ 
oles in February 2008 with Chris 
Tillman and others in a trade that 
sent Erik Bedard to Seattle, the 
team was still four years away 
from breaking a 14-year streak of 
losing seasons. After five non-los- 


It’s not about 
money. It’s winning. 
I’ve got a bunch of 
friends with rings 
and I ain’t got no 
ring, so I want to 
play for something, f 

Adam Jones 

Orioles center fielder 


ing seasons, Baltimore dropped 
87 games a year ago. 

Manager Buck Showalter ad¬ 
dressed the team last week and 
ahead of his talk, warned that his 
message was: “This is not going 
to be a celebration of the 2017 
season.” 

Jones said he could take any 
criticism. 

“I got rhino skin,” Jones said. 

“We’re a team. We’re here for 
one reason and one reason only. 
And if you’re not here for that, 
bye. That’s the message. Thick 
skin, that’s the rhetoric, but 
(Showalter’s) message is he’s here 
to win. Pretty simple,” he said. 

In 2012, Jones played in each of 
the team’s 162 games, and missed 
just three games in 2013 and 2014. 
In the last three years, he’s aver¬ 
aged 145 games, and it’s clear he 
needs more rest. 

“If you control yourself and you 
play hard, play the game with re¬ 
spect, all that other stuff goes to 
the wayside,” Jones said. “The 
fans in Baltimore know I’m going 
to give everything I’ve got every 
day. It may not look pretty. Some 
days it will, but I’m going to give it 
all I’ve got. And I think that’s just 
what they’ve seen from me since 
I’ve been traded over here.” 


Spirit: Series MVP 
Springer sets tone 
in Astros’ clubhouse 

FROM BACK PAGE 

“He’s the first hitter that the 
opposition faces on most nights 
and he sets the tone pretty ag¬ 
gressively,” Hinch said. 

The 28-year-old outfielder is 
coming off his best season, fin¬ 
ishing with career-bests in home 
runs (34), RBIs (85) and batting 
average (.283) in his fourth year 
in the m^ors. He bounced back 
from a tough time in the ALCS 
to hit .379 with five homers and 
seven RBIs in the World Series to 
help Houston down the Los Ange¬ 
les Dodgers for their first title. 

Springer homered in the final 
four games against the Dodgers 
in winning MVP honors. 

Springer had a taste of the post¬ 
season in 2015 when Houston lost 
to Kansas City in the ALDS, but 
said the championship run last 
taught him a lot about what really 
matters in the playoffs. 

“The playoffs are the real deal,” 
he said. “We had the experiences 
in 2015 and now we have the 
experience from last year. You 
learn that it’s not about individual 
success. You do whatever it is that 
you have to do to help the team 
win. You go O-for-4, who cares? 
Find a way to help the team win.” 

For the Astros to win again 
this season. Springer knows that 
they’ll have to do even more than 
they did in 2017. He believes that’s 
certainly possibly on this team 
whose stars are mostly younger 
than 30. 

“This whole team has a lot of 
room for improvement,” he said. 
“I have a lot of room to get bet¬ 
ter. We’ve got great veteran guys 
and even those guys can get bet¬ 
ter. The potential for this team is 
insane.” 

Springer is part of a lineup that 
includes four players who hit .300 
or better last season, led by AL 
MVP Jose Altuve, who topped the 
majors with a .346 average. 

“It’s one of the most danger¬ 
ous lineups in baseball,” Springer 
said. “There’s no real breaks, 
there’s no real holes and if this 
team can go out and perform to 
its capabilities, you never know 
what can happen.” 

While the Astros are done cel¬ 
ebrating their World Series win 
and looking ahead to this season. 
Springer took a moment to reflect 
on what it meant for him to bring 
a title to Houston in the wake of 
Hurricane Harvey. He said one 
of the best byproducts of their big 
win was seeing how excited peo¬ 
ple were around town and having 
fans thank him for bringing the 
trophy home. 

“I think sports has a way of 
being very, very therapeutic,” he 
said. “That happened and the only 
thing happening in the city at the 
time was our team. The Texans 
had just started playing, so it was 
like you want to rally around the 
team that’s playing and the city 
really got behind us.” 

“We can’t really put it into per¬ 
spective what we were able to 
accomplish,” he said. “So I’m so 
happy about that.” 


While one ring provided plenty 
of joy for Springer, a second one 
might have given him even more 
reason to smile when Springer 
and longtime girlfriend Charlise 
Castro married late last month. 
The two wed in a breathtakingly 
beautiful ceremony at a coastal 
resort in California to cap a magi¬ 
cal few months for Springer. 

“It was crazy. It was a whirl¬ 
wind,” he said. “I felt like I blink¬ 
ed and the offseason was over. 
Between getting married and all 
the stuff we had to do with the 
team it was insane, it was hec¬ 
tic, but it was great problems to 
have.” 

The offseason was so crazy that 
the couple didn’t have time to go 
on a honeymoon before Springer 
had to pack up and head to spring 
training. But the doting new hus¬ 
band made a deal with his wife to 
make up for it. 

“We’re saving it for next offsea¬ 
son,” he said. “I’m going to let her 
pick it and she can pick wherever 
she wants.” 


By the numbers 


.379 

Springer’s batting average 
in the World Series. He 
had five homers and seven 
RBIs en route to being 
named Series MVP. 

.283 

Springer’s batting average 
last season, a career-best. 
The 28-year-old OF also 
had career highs in home 
runs (34) and RBIs (85). 


SOURCE: Associated 
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Golf roundup 

Thomas 
delivers 
in playoff 

Associated Press 

PALM BEACH GARDENS, 
Fla. — Justin Thomas is another 
young player that Tiger Woods 
has brought into his golfing cir¬ 
cle, not only spending time with 
him but sharing some of his expe¬ 
rience that led to 79 victories on 
the PGA Tour. 

As recently as last week at Riv¬ 
iera, when Thomas was within 
range of the lead going into the 
final round, he said Woods sent 
him a text to dispense some ad¬ 
vice and wish him well. That 
changed on the eve of the final 
round of the Honda Classic. 

“Got crickets last night,” Thom¬ 
as said with a laugh. 

That’s because Woods was play¬ 
ing, and he was playing well. 

Just not as good as Thomas. 

Thomas delivered a moment 
that so many times belonged to 
Woods on Sunday. He was tied for 
the lead with Luke List on the par- 
5 18th at PGA National, with List 
already on the green and some 35 
feet away for eagle while Thomas 
had to lay up from the rough. 

He needed a birdie to have any 
chance of a playoff, and his gap 
wedge from 117 yards was so 
pure that it rolled 6 inches by the 
cup and settled 2 feet away. 

“I have a lot of confidence in 
my wedge game,” Thomas said. 
“I knew if I got a decent number 
that I was going to be able to get 
inside 10 feet. That’s all I wanted 
was a chance to try to get into a 
playoff And then ended up hit¬ 
ting a great wedge.” 

Given a second chance in a sud¬ 
den-death playoff with his 2-under 
68, the 24-year-old Thomas came 
through with another clutch shot. 
This one was a 5-wood over the 
water on the 18th, toward a bun¬ 
ker. Thomas barked at the ball to 
go a little further, just to be safe. 

“It was getting pretty dark to 
where I couldn’t see it, and as sad 



WiLFREDO Lee/AP 


Justin Thomas acknowledges the 
crowd after putting on the fourth 
hole during the final round of 
the Honda Classic on Sunday, in 
Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 

as it is, all I was looking at was 
the water to see if it splashed,” 
Thomas said. “And it didn’t. So I 
figured I was in the bunker, and 
then people started clapping and 
I could kind of see some little 
white dot on the green.” 

That effectively was the win¬ 
ning shot. 

List, who shot a bogey-free 32 
on the back nine for a 69, went 
wide right in a rare miss off the 
tee Sunday. He had few options 
except to go left near the grand¬ 
stands, and from there he hit a su¬ 
perb shot to 25 feet to at least have 
a chance at birdie. He ran it by 6 
feet, made par, and then watched 
Thomas two-putt for birdie and 
the win. 

Thomas now has eight career 
victories, seven of them in his last 
31 starts on tour. He moves to No. 
3 in the world, significant only be¬ 
cause he now is one spot ahead of 
longtime friend Jordan Spieth for 
the first time in their careers. 

Woods wound up with a 70 and 
finished 12th. 

LPGA Tour: Jessica Korda 
closed with a 4-under 67 to com¬ 
plete a four-shot victory and set 
the tournament record in the 
Honda LPGA Thailand. 

Korda held off Lexi Thomp¬ 
son and Moriya Jutanugarn on 
Sunday to finish at 25-under 263, 
breaking by three shots the 72- 
hole record on the Pattaya Old 
Course at Siam Country Club. 


US Open changes playoff 


By Doug Ferguson 
Associated Press 

PALM BEACH GARDENS, 
Fla. — The U.S. Open is changing 
to a two-hole aggregate playoff, 
the last of the four m^ors to do 
away with an 18-hole playoff. 

The change takes effect im¬ 
mediately and would be used at 
Shinnecock Hills on Long Island 
in June if there is a tie after 72 
holes. The U.S. Golf Association 
also decided to make its other 
three open championships two- 
hole playoffs — the U.S. Women’s 
Open, U.S. Senior Open and U.S. 
Senior Women’s Open. 

The U.S Open has had 33 play¬ 
offs in its 117 years. 

“There was a time when they 


did make sense before television, 
before the modern era of wanting 
everything decided immediate¬ 
ly,” said Mike Davis, chief execu¬ 
tive of the USGA. 

The last U.S. Open playoff was 
10 years ago at Torrey Pines, 
where Tiger Woods beat Rocco 
Mediate in 19 holes. 

Davis said the USGA chose a 
two-hole playoff to allow a player 
to recover from one bad shot and 
still keep the intensity of the play¬ 
off being decided quickly. 

He said the USGA asked play¬ 
ers, broadcaster partners, ven¬ 
dors and fans about ending the 
18-hole playoff 

“I won’t say it was everybody, 
but seemingly it was, ‘Why do we 
have to come back tomorrow?”’ 


Harvick ends Atlanta skid 


That was the first win in my career and to 
be able to do that and pay tribute to Dale 
was pretty cool. I’ve been waiting a long 
time to do that, f 

Kevin Harvick 

NASCAR driver, on his Cup Series win in Atlanta 


By Charles Odum 

Associated Press 

HAMPTON, Ga. — Kevin 
Harvick had to wait 17 years for 
a second Atlanta salute to Dale 
Earnhardt. 

The memory brought tears to 
his eyes. 

In a reprise of the celebration 
of his first win in Atlanta in 2001, 
Harvick raised his three-finger 
salute to Earnhardt following his 
dominant victory Sunday in the 
rain-delayed NASCAR Monster 
Energy Cup race. 

Harvick completed his week¬ 
end mastery of Atlanta Motor 
Speedway by holding off Brad Ke- 
selowski following a late restart. 

Then he held the three fingers 
out the window, just as he did in 
2001 when he gave the Richard 
Childress team an Atlanta win 
following the death of Dale Earn¬ 
hardt in Daytona a few weeks 
earlier. The young Harvick took 
over Earnhardt’s car, with a new 
No. 29. 

Ending five years of frustra¬ 
tion in Cup races in Atlanta was 
satisfying, but Harvick said 
“the coolest part was being able 
to try to replicate that first win 
celebration.” 

Harvick led 915 laps in Cup 
races in Atlanta over the last five 
years — including 181 on Sunday 
— but endured the long wait for 
his second win at the track. It 
brought back memories. 

“That was the first win in my 
career and to be able to do that 
and pay tribute to Dale was pret¬ 
ty cool,” Harvick said. “I’ve been 
waiting a long time to do that.” 

He said he was emotional on 
Sunday because he was moved to 
see his team so happy. 


“For me there was just a lot of 
happiness,” Harvick said, adding 
“There’s nothing better than see¬ 
ing all those guys smile.” 

The win came one week after 
Austin Dillon, who now has the 
No. 3 that Earnhardt made fa¬ 
mous, won the Daytona 500. 

“You see that 3 back in Vic¬ 
tory Lane and us back in Victory 
Lane tonight, it’s almost, it’s how 
it’s meant to be,” Harvick said, 
smiling. 

The win completed an impres¬ 
sive weekend for Harvick follow¬ 
ing a similarly dominant win in 
the second-tier Xfinity event on 
Saturday. 

Harvick started fourth in the 
Cup race and quickly proved he 
had the car to beat. 

Harvick was comfortably in 
the lead when Trevor Bayne’s en¬ 
gine blew with 28 laps to go. The 
restart gave contenders a chance 
to grab the lead, but Harvick beat 
Keselowski to remain in control. 

“What a relief,” Harvick told 
his crew after crossing the finish 
line. He led 292 laps in Atlanta 
last year before finishing ninth 
following a pit road speeding 
penalty. 

The start was delayed 2 hours, 
30 minutes by rain. There was no 
additional significant rain until 
immediately after the race. 


“Turns out Mother Nature is a 
race fan,” said Clint Bowyer, who 
finished third, giving Ford driv¬ 
ers the top three spots. 

Denny Hamlin was fourth. 

Harvick showed his strength 
when he charged through the 
field after an unscheduled pit 
stop dropped him to 19th midway 
through the race. 

“If he hadn’t had the pit row 
issue today he probably would 
have led 300-something laps,” 
Keselowski said. 

Rookie Darrell “Bubba” Wal¬ 
lace Jr., coming off a second-place 
finish at last week’s Daytona 500, 
finished 32nd. Wallace was the 
first black driver in the Daytona 
500 field since 1969, and he be¬ 
came the first black Cup racer in 
an Atlanta race since Bill Lester 
finished 38th in 2006. 

Martin Truex Jr., the 2017 se¬ 
ries champion, started 35th after 
failing to qualify on Saturday but 
was up to fourth by the 12th lap 
before finishing fifth. 

Jimmie Johnson, who won in 
Atlanta in 2015 and 2016, finished 
27th. There were no wrecks but 
there was a caution after John¬ 
son’s spin in turn 2 on lap 160. 

With no “open” cars, the 36- 
car field was NASCAR’s smallest 
since 1996. 
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James’ bully pulpit 

Spurs’ Popovich praises LeBron’s 
courage to speak out » nba, Page 25 
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i World Series MVP Springer 
^ still Astros’ emotional leader 


By Kristie Rieken 

Associated Press 

JUPITER, Fla. 
. J. Hinch was attempting to answer a ques¬ 
tion about what he likes best about George 
Springer when the Houston Astros man¬ 
ager was drowned out by a faraway but 
exuberant bellow. 

The sound was the World Series MVP who was ex¬ 
citedly interacting with his teammates, illustrating 
what Hinch was about to say: 
^ Springer’s top quality is the 

You know spirit and the energy he brings 
when he’s in to the Astros, 
the building. “You walk in the clubhouse 
He’s got an same every day,” 

infectious 8 ? ® “sht 

personality. I mean, I can hear 

personality. you know when 

Everybody he’s in the building. He’s got 
likes him, an infectious personality that 
everybody rubs. Everybody likes him, ev- 
feeds off erybody feeds off of him.” 
of him ^ Springer shares that af¬ 

finity for his teammates and 

,, ^'*1*^*^ the bond they’ve built. 

Houston Astros ,™i- • u n 

manapr, on leadoff ‘The guys in here are all 
hitter George Springer he said. ‘We all have 

fun together. We all enjoy being 
around each other. We’re all like 
a family, and who doesn’t like to be around family.” 

As much as Springer sparks the team with his per¬ 
sonality, he probably provides the Astros with an 
even bigger boost as their leadoff hitter. 

SEE SPIRIT ON PAGE 30 
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Houston Astros center fielder George Springer runs the 
bases during a spring training drill last Tuesday, in West 
Palm Beach, Fla. 

Karen Warren, Houston Chronicle/AP 


Bruins aquire forward Nash from Rangers» Niiupai>2i 















